The Heart of the Matter

Good morning everyone. I’ve come here Today to give you some comfort and encouragement from the book of Hebrews. Hebrews has always been a comfort to me, particularly this 3rd chapter. Last week we were told to “fix our thoughts on Jesus”, and that “we are His house”, if we hold firmly to our confidence and hope. You’ve also heard this morning, that we need to encourage each other daily, and why we must do so.  But, it’s not always easy to do that, particularly when no one seems to be encouraging you either. However, one thing we certainly can be sure of, and that is:  when there seems to be no one around who cares, God will always be there to comfort and encourage you. That is why the apostle Paul said:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” But just how does He do that? How can we enter into that blessed Rest?
Nearly everyone knows the most famous verse in the Bible is John 3:16 - “For God so LOVED the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” But, how many do you think know what the shortest verse in the Bible is?  It is found in John 11 verse 35, and simply reads “Jesus wept.” Why did Jesus weep? There are many possible reasons for this.  It all came about when He purposely delayed going to see His friend Lazarus when he was sick, and arrived after his death, with the full intent of raising him from the dead, glorifying God and Himself, and sealing His ultimate crucifixion. What we really see here is the true heart of God. Particularly, when He says to Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” Finally, “Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb”.  He ordered the stone to be removed, prayed to His Father, and commanded Lazarus to come out. Lazarus emerged from the tomb … wrapped in strips of linen. Then the most remarkable thing happened … Jesus told the people: “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” Can you see the picture? He was not there just to testify to His coming … that “He is a God of the living, not of the dead” … or to show “that generation”, His power and His glory … but only a few would really “hear His voice”, and actually help Lazarus return to his family for all to truly live an abundant life together.
It is also very important that we see the Lord speaking here in Hebrews 3 through the Psalmist, David, who was called “a man after God’s own heart”. David’s prophetic words are referred to time and time again throughout the New Testament in order to show the fulfillment of God’s word. Jesus also referenced him many times and even uttered his words from the cross when He said: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” David was the youngest of eight brothers and only a shepherd boy when he was anointed by Samuel to be king of Israel and later killed the Philistine giant Goliath. How similar he was to both Joshua and Caleb, and how inspiring he should be to us, particularly our young people. For you see, God is not a judge of outward appearances, as only He can look into a man’s heart. Jesus Himself said to the Samaritan woman at the well: “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in Spirit and in truth.”
So we see from all this that the Lord is still seeking believers Today. However, not many truly believe that He is “alive and active” inside of them … ready, willing, and fully capable of resurrecting even the worst of sinners … any time … any place.  Yet, His heart is still waiting for you. Waiting for you to believe … waiting for you to help take off your neighbors’ grave clothes … and enter His rest.  Today … if you hear His voice … please … do not harden your heart. 
Let us pray:  Heavenly Father … we thank you for loving us so much. Thank you for coming here personally just to be with us, both as friend and teacher … and for taking our place in order to be in us … helping us to live by faith in your righteousness and grace. We ask you to strengthen us in the inner man, and to guide us both individually and corporately, that we may all be united in your love for Your service and Your glory. Now continue be with each family as we continue to grow into Your likeness … Your body … with Your mind and Your heart.  Amen
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