Message 1 – Proclamation and Invitation
How easy it is to harden our hearts against God. We need  to keep our mind, body, and soul open to His truths so that we may always walk in his footsteps as true disciples and  children of God. We must not only know his truths, but believe and have faith in him.

Moses led the  people of Israel out of Egypt, across the  Red Sea, and into the desert. When  their test of faith finally came they were standing on the borders of the promised land, they were given the word of the Lord through Moses to advance and take the land. But they held back because they were afraid of the giants they were told inhabited the cities of that land. When they were asked to face the giants and, by the principle of faith, overcome them and enter into the rest of the land, they refused to do so. They turned back and so for forty years they wandered in the  desert. The test came when for the first time they were asked to  accept the thing that could destroy their life in the land, the giants, and their failure to do so revealed the bitter truth that they never had had any faith. They had never really believed God. They were only acting as they did to escape the damage, death, and danger of Egypt. But they had no intention of  trying to overcome the giants in the land 

When the  people of Israel stood at the borders of the land they had no doubts at all that the land was there, they believed in it. Nor was it that they did not believe there was  milk and  honey in the land, the fullness of the goods awaiting them; they believed it. There was belief, but there was no faith, for faith is more than belief. Faith is accepting and doing work upon that belief! There was belief, there was even strong desire to enter the land, but they did not enter because there was no faith. They would not act upon that which had been given to them. 

  Their lack of faith caused God to swear that they would never enter into his rest and the lands he had prepared for them. So they wandered in the desert for 40 years until all of that generation that had so sinned had  died.

The Word of God points out to us that we may declare our faith for the Lord Jesus, we may take our stand in some outward way, at least, upon the cross of Christ and claim his death for us, we can  declare to have been baptized into his body and say so by passing through the waters of baptism ourselves, we can enjoy the fatherly care and providence of God and see him working miracles of supply in our life, and even find in the Scripture much which  strengthens the heart, at least for awhile. Yet, when it comes to the test, when God asks us to  take hold of the giants in our life which are destroying us, those giants of  fear, bitterness, jealousy, envy, and impatience and all the other things that keep us in  confusion and  torment and make us to be a constant trouble to our family, neighbors and friends -- when we are asked to  take hold of these by the principle of faith, and we refuse to do so, we are in danger of remaining in the wilderness and never  entering the promised rest. 

We see around us on a daily basis many people that have lost sight of God's truths and worship idols of money, fame, and other fortunes. Many work for their own selfish self interests...

In Hebrews 3:12-24 it says - 12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily,as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.  

The  danger is of holding truth in the head, but never letting it get into the heart. But truth known never does anything; it is truth done which sets us free. Truth known simply puffs us up in pride of knowledge. Like the Sadducee's and Pharisees we may be able to quote the Scriptures , memorize it, know the message of every book and know the whole book from cover to cover, but truth known will never do anything for us. It is truth done, truth acted upon, that moves and delivers and changes.

The terrible danger is that truth that is known but not acted upon has an awful effect of hardening the heart so that it is no longer able to act -- and we lose the ability to believe, to have faith.

When truth is known and not acted upon, it always, on every level of life, in any area of human knowledge, has this  special quality: It hardens the heart, so the heart is not able to believe what it refuses to act on. 

As God's chosen people it is not only important for us to learn his truths, but to have faith and spread his word to those that He has prepared by opening their minds to his word. 

Let us  pray:

Lord help us all to join in what is God's design for living today. It is not inactivity, but it is freedom from strain. It is the principle upon which He expects everything to be done: our work, schooling, studies, play, responsibilities in the home, at the shop, wherever we are. All are to be fulfilled out of reliance upon His new principle of human behavior. Let us live as Paul stated in Colossians 3-17, "Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him." We pray in Jesus name, Lord. Amen.
