Title: “Did You Receive the Holy Spirit When You believed?”
Text: Acts 18:24-9:7 (#55)

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John.  26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.  27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed.  28 For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.  1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples  2 and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."  3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied.  4 Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus."  5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  7 There were about twelve men in all.

Summary from last week (#54)
Every word has its own fragrance. The content of our words can either take or save one’s life. In fact, every man doesn’t have true life, so they naturally speak with words that come from their lustful knowledge of good and evil causing a destruction to other’s lives. Spiritually speaking, all words coming out of one’s mouth give out nothing but a fragrance of death. However, the Spirit of Christ came into our soul with His life, the life of resurrection that revives our death.  Our Christian living should be a life of witnessing to the word of truth in Christ to each other. Through true believers, we could smell the fragrance of Christ and became a new creation in Him. In the same way, we have to keep discharging Christ’s fragrance to the lost soul whom God chooses to save. However, the more we speak the truth of the gospel, the more we will be treated as aliens and foreigners from the world.  Our new standards found in the gospel don’t fit the worldly standard. Most people live in lies and enjoy the fragrance from death. Among them, there are a few chosen “strangers.” They are ones who eagerly look for the fragrance of life by God’s grace.  Let us learn and spread the living word of the gospel received through the power of the Holy Spirit. That is the first priority of the church. If the gospel isn’t enjoyed as a treasure and possessed as our own life, the fragrance of Christ can’t be sent forth from us. Our Christian living can bring instead the opposite effect introducing more fragrance of legalism and religion to others.  Let us try to grow up as a mature servant of Christ who can give out the true fragrance of Christ. “When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child(a lifestyle based on the lustful desire of good and evil) When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me” (1 Cor. 13:11)

Apollos and the baptism of John
Apollos was a Jew from Alexandria, a great intellectual leader of God, and an eloquent speaker.   “Apollos” in Hebrews is “Abadon” which means “destroyer.” It is the same meaning as “Satan.”  One’s intellectual knowledge and gift in speech apart from the gospel can lead himself to live a life of a destroyer of truth in God’s eyes.  However when the truth of Christ is embedded into his heart, he becomes a destroyer of Satan’s scheme and bondage. “He had been instructed in the way(“hodos”: travel, guidance) of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor  and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John”(v.25).  John the Baptist was the one who prepared the way of the Lord in the desert. He declared that Jesus was the promised Messiah and the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the word (John 1:29). His speech was very straight forward insisting on repentance of sin.  Repentance is inevitable to receive the redemption of Christ. He baptized people living near in the Jordan River for this purpose. He prepared the way of God’s salvation so His people could accept Christ in purity. When the Christ finally came, he quietly disappeared from the stage of history through martyrdom.

When Aquila and Priscilla see Apollos’ speech about Jesus, they invite him to their home and explain to him the way of God more adequately. This is the true fellowship that needs to take place among the saints of God. We can’t just pretend to know and easily believe the immeasurable word of God. We have to seriously listen, learn, and teach each other about the depth of truth revealed through Christ. Apollos knew “about” Jesus yet he didn’t realize the core message of the whole scripture, which is that Jesus is the Christ.  The word, “about”(“peri”) means “around, or near.” The word of truth doesn’t invite us to come around Christ. If we just stay around or near Christ, it can’t be true faith. If we keep staying around Christ, we can gain some knowledge and copy a form of faith to some extent. But true faith leads us to invite Christ into ourselves and unite with Him as one body. When we use this as an analogy with our wedding, we are not invited to the wedding of Christ as bridesmaids, but as His bride.  We are called to marry Him and establish one united family in order to know Him more.  Through this married relationship, we begin to gain more knowledge of Him as the most loved one and trustful friend. “The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow” (Isa.62:5). “Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints)” (Rev.19:7-8).  Our preaching and teaching should lead each other to Christ as His bride and to God as His children.  Otherwise, people will just circle around Christ, and as a result, they will remain in religious and legalistic faith.  Aquila and Priscilla were very excellent teachers who could explain to Apollos the way of the gospel accurately.   “Explain accurately”(“ektithemi akribesteron”) means “to pull out the message of God from the things that are set out in order by God’s plan in His history.”  The message of the cross of Christ is regarded by most people as just a sacrificial love and death touching their hearts. People simply try to treat Him as one of the greatest men in history.  Without faith given by God, their understanding of Christ can’t go beyond God’s revelation. God’s divine decree, purpose, and will working behind our human history can’t be recognized by their eyes. Therefore, it is not surprising to see that most people regard the bible merely as a book of history, ethic, and biography.  However, the bible only reveals the mystery of Christ. “You diligently study {39 Or Study diligently (the imperative)} the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39). They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened (“dianoigo” – open the door of heaven and reveal the hidden mystery) the Scriptures to us?"(Luke 24:32).  When the living word of God is placed in our heart, our hearts begin to burn by the power of the life of Christ in the word. Our bondages in sin are unchained. All the misunderstanding, jealousy, hatred, fear, insecurity, and scars tightly clinging to our hearts begin to burn away. Then, our hearts are filled with heavenly peace, rest, hope, and passion. In this way, Paul opened the spiritual eyes of Aquila and Priscilla with the word of Christ. Now, they instruct Apollos in the same way. Later, Apollos became a very effective preacher, teacher, and leader of the Corinth Church.  The church’s important mission is to raise up spiritual soldiers who can teach and deliver the living word of Christ.  What is the very last word that Paul earnestly spoke to Timothy concerning of God’s churches? “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.  3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 2:1-3). Each saints of God must learn to explain the message of the gospel accurately and become a deliverer of the cross.

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
When Paul arrived at Ephesus, he found some disciples just like Apollos. They only knew the baptism of John. So, Paul asks them if they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit when they believed.  We must be careful when we interpret the message here. It doesn’t point to the gift of the Holy Spirit such as speaking in tongue or prophecy. Many Pentecostal churches emphasize the experience of such “second blessing” after salvation.  Paul clearly explains that John’s baptism is the baptism of repentance.  But the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the “being baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus” (v.5).  One must come “into” the mystery of Christ and unite with His suffering, death, and resurrection. That is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. In other words, they are the same as the sealing of the Holy Spirit or dwelling of the Holy Spirit which takes place at the moment of salvation.  Christ Jesus is not experienced outside or around our lives as a foreigner but accepted as our Lord and our mate who dwells in our souls. Therefore, the baptism of Jesus is only possible through the work of the Holy Spirit. The baptism into Christ means reformation of our whole being. The Holy Spirit enters into and regenerates our souls. He leads us to repent our sins and accept Jesus as our Lord and savior. Our thoughts, minds, and will begin to change through this union with Christ. Through this baptism of the Holy Spirit, one can truly be saved. That is why John describes Jesus as one who “baptize with the Holy Spirit.”  “I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33). 

The meaning of “baptism”(“baptize”) means “ immerse, to fully wash, to fully cover.”  When we are completely submerged into water, what will happen? We will soon die. The “water” in the bible means either “curse” or “grace.”    All the people at the age of Noah died by drowning into the flood.  All the Egypt soldiers also died in the same way. So, water symbolizes a means of God’s judgment for our sins. Our baptism begins with our confession that we are sinners who must be put to death for our sins. So, the baptism of John is the baptism of repentance. Without genuine repentance, one can’t avoid God’s judgment. However, our confession of sin won’t save us completely.  Someone must deliver us from our sins.  The baptism of John isn’t enough for us to be free from our sins. Therefore, Christ Jesus came and was baptized on behalf of us. He had no sin, yet he must be baptized in order to take over all the curse and punishment for our sins. That is why Jesus suffered on the cross. He shed water and blood to pay for the penalty of our sins. He put our sins to death completely through His death for three days under the ground.  However, He didn’t die but rose again from the dead.  He became the Lord of resurrection.   Therefore, Baptism into the name of Christ means the union with Christ through which we become a new creation. The Holy Spirit enables us to repent our sins and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior as we are baptized into the name of Christ. Man performs the baptism, yet the Holy Spirit works upon our life. 
Paul is the deliverer of this amazing grace of God. When he baptized them into the name of the Lord Jesus and placed his hand on then, what happens? “The Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve men in all” (vv.6-7). The emphasis here again is not about “speaking in tongue” and “prophecy.”  It shows that the baptism into the name of Jesus Christ is the work performed by God, unlike the baptism of John.  It is God’s divine invitation. When they are baptized into the truth and spirit of Christ, true reformation takes place.  They have to speak in tongue, the new words that come from heaven. Without faith, no one can understand God’s revelation about Christ. They have to speak up and give testimony about this amazing transformation that took place in their lives. They also begin to prophesy.  The spirit of prophecy is the same as “the testimony of Jesus.” “At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev.19:10). True prophecy only speaks about the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, resurrection, and coming again.  Any other prophecies besides this are all false testimony. They are nothing but fortune-telling or made-up lies.  The Holy Spirit unites us into the Spirit of Christ and fills our hearts with His power to enjoy and witness to the name of Christ alone. "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me” (John 15:26). 

Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]When we confess our sins, God surely forgives us. But if we are not free from the bondage of sin, we can’t truly experience the power of repentance. Repentance not through our lips but through confession deep in our hearts is only possible by the power of the Holy Spirit. The baptism of John insists on our resolution whereas the baptism of the Holy Spirit is God’s divine determination and will for us.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the result of God’s amazing love and grace in which we are united with Christ as one living body and enjoy freedom from our sins.  Therefore, the baptism into the name of Christ is God’s divine invitation for our salvation as well as for our sanctification. God demands His people to fight spiritually against the devil’s scheme by remaining in their union with Christ.  Let us come more closely into the name of Christ and live as a part of His body. Let Our living Christ become greater in us as our sinful spirit decreases.
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