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Text: Acts 18:1-11  (#54)

Acts 18:1-11  After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them,  3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.  4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.  5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.  6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."  7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue.  8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.  9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent,  10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people."  11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.


Summary from last week (#53)
Man’s religiosity is the wickedest sin that makes one steeped in false goodness. Serving God with a religious belief eventually leads one to stand against the truth of the gospel.   All the religious people pretend to be good, merciful, and sacrificial outwardly. But their souls are, in fact, caught by an evil spirit and they serve the devil in fear and anger.  In addition, because of their religious pride, some even try to copy the steps of Jesus Christ regarding Him merely as a great prophet among men. That is nothing but idol worship. Jesus becomes an idol in their eyes. Without knowing the fact that Jesus is the Christ, one naturally worships God as “other gods,” and eventually commit to a spiritual crime before God.  True Christian living is continually receiving God’s serving in His love and building up intimacy with God the Father through faith in Christ.  All the service and offerings that we give to God must have the content of faith given by Christ.  Through the faith that we gain through Christ, we can experience God as if we touch Him with our hands. That is how closely we are being joined as one body with Christ.  Satan tries to tempt us in order to make our faith religious and our church a religious organization.  We have to wake up spiritually and help each other to establish our faith together in the word of truth. 

Paul’s meeting with fellow workers of God at Corinth
Paul arrives at Corinth after leaving Athens. Here he meets one of the most important coworkers for his ministry. They are Aquila and Priscilla. They came from Rome because of the Roman Emperor Claudius’ order of deportation against all the Jews from the city of Rome.  They are tentmakers by trade the same as Paul is. So, Paul stays with them and begins to have fellowship with them in the gospel. They had already become Christians before meeting Paul. They gradually got involved in ministry and later committed their live to work with Paul.  They always opened their houses and tried to establish the church of God wherever they went, especially in Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome.  Later they were martyred in Rome like Paul.  

The most blessed meeting is to have an encounter with ones who live in the life of the gospel.  “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere.  15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing,  16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Corinthians 2:14-16).  The word, “aroma,” is derived from the  Hebrew verb, “ruwach,” which means “breath, wind, and spirit.  “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit(“ruwach”) of God was hovering (“fluttering”) over the waters” (Gen. 1:2).  People believe that they are living beings. But, the bible says that man is merely a “being” who breathe. In fact, man is depicted as a “dead” one from a spiritual perspective.  “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins” (Eph.2:1).  Therefore, the Spirit of God has to embrace our deep darkness as if the hen sits on her eggs and recreates us as a new being in Christ. That is the experience of our “regeneration” in Christ.  God recreates us as a new being who breathes with “the life-giving Spirit” of Christ.  The mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection is realized and experienced through our union with Christ.  This is “the fragrance of the knowledge” of Christ.  It isn’t a fragrance of religions in which one just knows Jesus’ name superficially. We must have the correct knowledge of Christ and live in His truth.  If we truly dwell in the truth of Christ, we will desire to share the mystery of Christ. We will not just speak about Christ, but tell about “us” who were recreated as “Christs.”  Clearly recognizing complete differences between the old “I” and the new “I” in Christ, we will testify to the power of God’s salvation.  Our being was amazingly transformed from a “breathing being” who was just interested in earthly thing to a “spiritual being” who can understand the heavenly will of God.

All Gods’ saints have a clear mission for the rest of their lives.  We have to spread the fragrance of Christ, especially to those who desperately want to smell it.  Then, we should build a team ministry together in order to fulfill the task of evangelism entrusted by God.   The life that God has called us to live as “Christs” on earth isn’t easy.  Many times, we will suffer because most people don’t like the fragrance of Christ.  As we begin to realize the depth of the gospel, we can’t truly live the life of the gospel without the conviction, comfort, and power given by the Holy Spirit.  The worldly temptation is so great. Our faith can easily be turned into a religion if we do not continue to fight a spiritual fight against the devil’s scheme. “Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?  4 Have you suffered so much for nothing-- if it really was for nothing?  5 Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?” (Gal. 3:3-5). What are the common issues that appear in the epistles of Paul? The churches continue to fall into corruption and become religious organizations.  Their messages gradually become further away from the truth. We should keep our gospel in pure. We shouldn’t mix the living message of the gospel with our lustful desire and selfish ambition.   Our Christian living isn’t called to please the people in the world. If we truly present the gospel message as God intends, most people won’t be pleased with us. It is because only those who received God’s grace can truly understand the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection.  The more we realize the heart of God through the message of the gospel, the more our hearts will be filled with a mourning heart towards the world in which everyone is enslaved by their own idols. Too many anti-Christs are all around us in this world.   We will realize that our commitment to live as the “aroma” of Christ in this world is too unrealistic and strange.  We will be treated more as aliens and foreigners from out of this world.  “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul” (1 Peter 2:11). “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in” (Matt.25:35).  Jesus called Himself “a stranger” and asks us who accepted the stranger to live in the same way.  The word, “stranger”(xenos) means “alien” or “foreigner.” We didn’t accept Jesus because He lived as a renowned figure in the world. We accepted Him who was considered to be completely a stranger from out of this world. He was, indeed, an alien that the world hated the most.  As we try to live a life of “Christs,” the world will treat us in the same way. Our words and behaviors in the gospel do not fit the worldly standards.  The world obviously hates the fragrance of Christ.  It is not the same fragrance that they have enjoyed all the time.  Without God’s grace, the fragrance of Christ can’t be either smelled or enjoyed. They are the dead ones who only like the fragrance from death.  

Paul finds a treasure like a pearl in the city that was filled with many idols.  It is the meeting with Aquila and Priscilla. They also have desperately waited for the fragrance from life and finally find one who posses it. Almost everyone in the city stands against the gospel message, yet there are a very few people who smell the life of Christ and recognize the man of God. Today we have the same situation. There aren’t many people who truly desire and look for the fragrance of Christ. We have to continue to preach and teach the pure gospel message until either we find them or they find us.  Our church exists for this purpose. 


“When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.  6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."  

Paul tries so hard to deliver the gospel to his own people.  But the Jews who are filled with a religious pride and idol spirit can’t take the foreign idea that Jesus is the Christ.  They can’t bear the message of the gospel because it continues to expose their false motives and hidden darknesses instead of fulfilling their lustful desire and ambition. Religious people like to serve God in their ways, but hate to be served by the ways of God. They want to control God and not to be controlled by God. This is the idea of the devil.  Paul who has received many sufferings and persecutions from the Jews naturally turns his way to the Gentiles who desperately desire to receive the life of the gospel.  The gesture of shaking out his garment is a behavior that declares one’s relationship ending with the other or a region.  Jesus also told His disciples to shake the dust off their feet when anyone or any place does not welcome their message (Mark 6:11).  Jesus used their custom to reveal God’s clear message toward them.  "Your blood be on your own heads” means “a murderer will be responsible for the life of the dead taken by him and God will surely punish his sin” (see 2 Sam. 1:16, Ezek. 3:18, 33:4,8).  Their legalistic and religious lifestyle is the same as the criminal behavior that kills one’s soul.  “I am innocent” means that only by the truth of the gospel, can we become pure.  God will take off our religious garment and put on the new white garment of Jesus. We can only be pure through the redemptive behavior of Jesus for us, not our legalistic behavior for Him.

“For I have many in this city who are my people” (v.10).
The gospel message flows more into the Gentiles because of the Jew’s rejection.  Titius Justus who is a worshiper of God, Crispus who is the synagogue rule, and many of the Corinthians come to believe in Jesus and are baptized.  In Corinth, Paul stays for a year and a half and continues to establish God’s church through continuous preaching and evangelism. God tells Paul not to be afraid but keep on speaking because there are many people of God in this city. Furthermore, God says that He will be with him and no one can attack and harm him.  It surely indicates that there were opposition and persecution against Paul’s evangelism and church planting.  Probably it was a very difficult situation where one can easily be discouraged and disappointed. But God continues to command him to go out, seek, find, and knock until His people are found.  What is the mission of God’s church?  Our task is to find God’s people who are hungery and thirsty for His living water.  So, we shouldn’t stop preaching and teaching the true message of the gospel.  Faith comes from hearing and hearing comes from listening to the word of Christ. There are surely more people of God who can understand the mystery of Christ. They will repent and accept the truth of Christ.  Also, there are people like Aquila and Priscilla. They desire for the pure message of the gospel, mourn for their sin, and pursue God’s righteousness alone.  “Flee the evil desires (“epithumia” – lustful desire of good and evil) of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).  “A pure heart”(“katharos kardia”) points to the heart which is free from the lustful knowledge of good and evil and filled with the truthful message of the gospel generated by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is also a genuine heart united with Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.  It is a heart of mother who labors in pain to give birth a new life.  We have to deliver the true message of the gospel which only God’s chosen people can understand. 

Conclusion
Let us pray that our church will grow more maturely and give out “the fragrance of the knowledge of Christ” to our neighborhood.  If we send out the smell of death, those who like the smell will come. But, if we remain and breathe in the pure truth, those who enjoy the fragrance of truth will come. The church is the gathering of “Christs” who love the word of life and truth.  The church’s mission is to find God’s chosen people for His salvation and mission. Let us hear the voice of God saying, “Find my own people” and carry on the task of evangelism and mission faithfully. 
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