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When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.  2 As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,  3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said.  4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.  5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd.  6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here,  7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus."

Summary from last week (#51)
Salvation is the fruit of God’s persistent love. God sends His servants to save His children who are imprisoned and fall into darkness.  Through their prayer and praises, the door of prison is shaken and broken. The lost soul is finally awakened and begins to hope for God’s salvation.  People who are bound to sin can’t even wish and desire for true salvation. At the moment of death, people begin to realize their helplessness and impossibility. Then, they just begin to hope for salvation from their sin.  However, without God’s grace, their hope is nothing but a dream.  So, many people who reach the limit of their endurance come to an extreme conclusion.  But the jailer was awakened by the outcry of one who had the life of God within him. He desperately asked for God’s salvation and finally could receive the favor of His grace.  Man is not a strong being. However, Satan deceives man into being a strong and independent figure like a god. Realizing one’s absolute limitation and helplessness is not a shame but a necessary step to receive the true salvation of God. In the midst of our suffering and desperation, God breaks our imprisonment and gives us His abundant grace.  Out of our darkness, God’s recreation of our lives begins. 

The life of the gospel flows into the one whom God elects to save. God moves the feet of an evangelist to reach him. In order to open the door of salvation, the evangelist has to go through a spiritual labor pain. He has to bear the same suffering of Jesus to reveal the darkness of one’s sin and to bring God’s light upon the sinner. Let us receive the guidance of the Holy Spirit who opens the salvation of God’s life beyond man’s will and imagination. The suffering and hardship of God’s saints are a means of grace to fulfill God’s divine plan.


“Explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said” (v.3)

The Apostle Paul always tries to visit a Jewish synagogue to preach the gospel when he enters a new city. After the Babylon Captivity, the Jewish people who scattered all over the world established a synagogue in their community in which to give service to God and study His law.  Every Sabbath day, all men and women gathered there to read and study the law and the scriptures of the prophets.  To them, Paul tried to testify to the core message of the law and the prophetic writings in three aspects. That is Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.  No matter how much one studies the word of God, if he can’t see this three mysteries of Christ, the bible will be considered as merely a book of law, history, and ethics in his eyes. Furthermore, he will be judged and condemned to death by his legalistic and religious understanding of the word. What is the meaning of “Christ?” From when does the bible testify to the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection? 

First, the “Christ” is the “Messiah,” or “Meshiach” in Hebrew which means “the Anointed One.”  In Greek, it is translated as “Christos” (Septuagint, LXX - seventy in the Latin word, a translation of the Hebrew Bible into Koine Greek by the seventy Jewish scholars).  In the Old Testament, only a king, priest, and prophet were anointed with oil to fulfill God’s task.  They were all antitype of Christ. In the New Testament, Jesus came as the true image of “Christ,’ “The Anointed One,” and fulfilled the three anointed tasks completely.  The acts of pouring, sealing, and covering with oil spiritually symbolize “distinction, hospitality, joy, healing, power, a preparation for one’s burial, etc.”  A heavenly status and authority are given through the anointing.  When the people in the Old Testament were appointed to be anointed by God, they had to live a distinguished life to carry out God’s redemptive work though the power of the Holy Spirit. The prophet revealed God’s specific message to His people, the priest served God’s tabernacle to provide services and offerings for the forgiveness of the sins of His people, and the king ruled His people by His word and authority.  In the New Testament, through the union with Christ, all of God’s saints are anointed and called to bear the same task of “Christ” through the power of the Holy Spirit. “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us,  22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).  “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. . . As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit-- just as it has taught you, remain in him” (1 John 2:20, 27).  The whole message of the bible reveals this mystery of “Christ.” All chosen people of God lived a life of “Christ” and delivered the message of Christ through the life of their suffering and death with a hope of resurrection in Christ.  Today, the church carries the same mission.   All Christians who know this truth of Christ must continually experience and proclaim this great mystery of Christ until Christ returns. 

From the creation to the age of Abraham, all incidents continue to connote the revelation of Christ.   What is the first promise of God after the Fall? “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15).  The “you” points to the serpent, the enemy of God. “Your offspring” is the sinners who became the children of the devil.  All men were corrupted from their birth and so have to live in the devil’s deception. However, the head of the serpent will be crushed by the seed of woman, the Christ Jesus.  When one’s head is crushed, he dies. But for God’s saint, to die is to gain the new life in Christ. The women who were chosen to be saved from their sin will be first put to death in Christ and raised up again as brides of Christ.  However, the seed of the devil would strike the heel of Christ.  Christ suffered by our lies and betrayals. Men have no choice but to deceive and kill because of the nature of their wicked sin that is caused by the lustful and legalistic knowledge of good and evil.  Therefore, this first covenant of God already reveals the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ.  The devil always deceives our thoughts and minds so that we may misunderstand God’s will and eventually stand against God.  To be saved, all of our sins must be fully exposed and completely buried under the ground for three days with Christ.  We will know that we became a new creation after truly realizing the reason of Christ’s suffering and death for us.   Form the seed of woman, Christ Jesus finally came and solved our fundamental issue, our sinful living in the lustful knowledge of good and evil.  

From the Old Testament to the New Testament, the spiritual reality of Christ continues to be revealed progressively and repeatedly.  All the chosen people in the Old Testament had to live their lives as an antitype of Christ prophesying the coming of Christ the savior.   Adam and Eve gave birth to Cain and Abel.  The account of these two brother’s dispute and fights again connotes the coming of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection.  Abel who lived in God’s grace was struck and killed by Cain who legalistically lived in the flesh. God gave another seed for Abel, that is “Seth.” The “Abel” means “emptiness and vanity.” Abel lived a life in order to reveal the deep darkness of men’s emptiness and chaos through his suffering and death.   Cain played the role as an offspring of the devil for this purpose. After the death of Abel, God gave Adam a new seed, “Seth.” “Seth” means “compensate, appoint, and lift up.”  “Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son (“zera”: “seed”) and named him Seth, saying, "God has granted(same derivation as “Seth”: appoint) me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him."  26 Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD” (Gen. 4:25-26).   The new “seed” symbolizes “Christ.  The son of “Seth” is “Enosh” (“weak, impossible, an corporeal being).  Since Enosh was born, people began to call on the name of the Lord.  It means that the people of God started realizing and proclaiming the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection.  When we carefully look at the genealogy of God’s chosen people in chapter five of Genesis, we find they had to go through the suffering and death of Christ to give birth to the new seed of Christ.  The words “became”(“yalad”: “beget, bring forth, bear”) and “died”(“muth”: the completion of truth) repeats many times for this reason. 

How does the book of Matthew begin? “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt.1:1).  The movement of God’s saints’ suffering of “begetting” and “death” continues here too. The Anointed one is finally born here. To fulfill God’s covenant, all of God’s chosen people had to give birth His descendants through their union with the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ.  Matthew intentionally listed the genealogy of Jesus Christ in the structure of three groups of fourteen generations, respectively.   “Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ” (v.17).  In another words, these are six groups of seven generations. The last seven group in the genealogy of the Christ will be the age of the church.  If there is a difference between the first six groups and the last group, the saints of the Old Testament lived their lives as antitypes of Christ in order to realize Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection whereas the saints in the New Testament are united with the Spirit of Christ and have to live their lives as “Christs.”  We are, in fact, living with a greater blessing as if we are the same anointed one as Christ.   We spiritually became a king, priest, and prophet to carry on God’s divine redemptive plan. Jesus, the King, came down and served us as a king, so we became a “royal (kingly) priesthood.  “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).  Jesus tells us that John the Baptist is the greatest among all prophets, yet we, who are anointed with the Christ, became even greater (Matt.11:11). Those who accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and received the sealing, dwelling, and guiding of the Holy Spirit are the most precious treasure in God’s eyes.  By God’s amazing grace, all of our legalistic service, sacrifice, and serving necessary to discover the mystery of Christ as the people in the Old Testament did is now abolished. Now we can gain access into fellowship with Christ directly and live as “Christs” to reveal the righteousness and glory of God more than ever.

What was the message for which Paul desperately shouted in the Jewish Synagogue?  It was from his past experience. Without God’s grace, all of those lawful sacrifices and diligent servings would rather be a snare of sin and bring a judgment of death to them.  Many people just go to church, read the bible, mourn for Jesus’ death,  give thanks to His sacrificial love, and serve Him as their king.  Although they read, memorize, and meditate on the word, they can’t see the hidden truth.  The bible becomes merely a book of ethics and a guide to self-improvement and fulfillment.  For the reason of resolving problems, healing sickness, and elevating prosperity, people religiously, legalistically, mystically serve God.  They are willing to serve Jesus Christ, yet don’t want to live as “Christs.”  Following Christ just outwardly and uniting with Christ as one body is hugely different. It is the same difference between religions and the gospel.  The true content of the gospel only displays the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection.  True Christian living isn’t to follow His steps from the side but to walk with Him as one body if we are His. We pray and wish for our prosperity and good health both in mind and body for this reason (3 John 2).

Conclusion
If we don’t realize the mystery of Christ correctly, the gospel will eventually becomes an enemy who troubles our lives.  Jesus will be “another king” who makes our lives very uncomfortable.  In order to make us kingly sons, Jesus became a representative of “the prince of the world” and suffered to death. Jesus completely fulfilled the position of Christ (true king, true prophet, and true priest). And then, he recreated us as “Christs” to fulfill the same mission with the power of His resurrection. God’s church is a gathering of believers who bear the Christ-mission.  We live in the last age of the genealogy of Christ. Let us carry on the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection and fulfill the genealogy of Christ by giving birth to the descendant of God through preaching and teaching the message of the gospel. 
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