Title: “The Hand of Salvation That Breaks One’s Imprisonment”
Text: Acts 16;22-32 (#51)

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten.  23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  24 Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.  26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.  27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped.  28 But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!"  29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  30 He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household."  32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.


Summary from last week (#50)
The most blessed meeting in one’s life is encounter with God. It is the meeting that brings reformation to one’s life as the life of Christ is planted inside his heart.  One must continue to meet with others in the gospel and grow as a servant of the gospel in order to plant the seed of Christ into other’s life.  The meeting that is absence the life of God is the cursed meeting because it only produces rubbish thoughts and behaviors in God’s eyes. We will continually be rooted in more lustful, selfish, legalistic, and humanistic knowledge of good and evil.  As each one’s lustful knowledge of good and evil continues to elevate, we will fall into a more competitive relationship where we have to keep lying to and deceiving each other.  This is the direction of human history and the reality of the darkness in which we live today. However, by God’s grace, the light of the gospel invades us and makes us untied with Christ. God recreated us as ones who possess the one truthful mind the same as His.  Also, we are given Christ’s life-giving spirit.  As a living community of God, we have to work together to support one another to be faithful workers who can give birth to God’s descendants.  The process of experiencing spiritual labor pain is inevitable to fulfill this mission. The main goal of serving the Church is to deliver the message of truth to others correctly so that they can also do the same mission faithfully.  

. 
22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten.  23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.  24 Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  (vv.22-24)
When Paul cast out the evil spirit that had seized the slave girl’s soul, those who worshiped the power of fortune-telling exercised by the slave girl became very angry.  Their real motive for following Paul rises to the surface.  They have no use for the girl who used to give them profit from the practice of her exorcism. They accused Paul and Silas before their authorities and put them into a prison. Their anger is the natural outcome caused by their lustful knowledge of good and evil that filled their hearts.  Through repetitive sacrifice and service to a god, they have gained great wealth and power. But the mystical power that used to give them great profit is now gone.  This is the belief in an anti-Christ.  After meeting Paul, they pretended to be very devoted Christians hoping to make more profit through him. But now they begin to persecute Paul and his mission team because Paul exorcised the evil spirit ministry against their wish.  “At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 4 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible” (Matt. 24:23-24). Their evil faith is exactly the same as the Pharisees’ one which Jesus condemned the most.  Even true believers can’t easily discern their false motivation because of their great zeal and devotion outwardly expressed for God.

Because of their opposition, Paul’s mission seems to collapse, yet it is actually God’s plan to track down those false followers who decorate their belief with legalism, mysticism, and humanism.  We can’t welcome the message of the gospel with our lustful standard and thoughts. Without God’s grace, we can never correctly perceive and genuinely accept the truth of life hidden in the gospel.  For example, many crowds eagerly followed Jesus seeking more miracles. Jesus performed many miracles, yet he said there are no miracles given except the sign of the Jonah.  "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matt. 12:39-40).  The whole passage in the bible only talks about one truth in unity: Jesus’ death and resurrection. Every incident and countless miracles testify to the mystery of the cross all the time.  Because of the corrupted darkness deeply rooted in our hearts, we can’t understand the coherent message of God displayed in the whole bible unless God gives us His grace.  Jesus suffered for three years (the time of disclosing our sins) and was buried for three days (the time of demolishing our sins) because of our wicked sin. If we aren’t truly forgiven and freed from our bondage, we have no choice but to read the bible legalistically, mystically, and religiously.  Through our union with the spirit of the resurrected Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit begins to cast our misconception.  Then, the message of the gospel will be considered as our most precious treasure.  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21).  What are the things that were considered to be our treasure before? Generally, we consider things to be treasure when they are used for our satisfaction and profit, otherwise, we throw them away as rubbish. However, Paul tells us in reverse.  Only things that reveal to us about the mystery of Christ are true treasure, and the rest are just rubbish.  If we use what is given by God for our own satisfaction, then, they will be just rubbish and the thieves who like that kind of treasure will also come to steal and kill us. However, if we realize what is given by God as a means of grace to gain the mystery of Christ, then, they will become the true gift and our eternal treasure. They can’t be stolen but will be used as a spiritual weapon to kick out the force of darkness.  “Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26).  The power of the gospel leads us to sit in a place of “self-denial” through our union with Christ in order to change our worldly treasure to the bread of heaven.  In the midst of our sitting in darkness, we will realize the reality of the light, that is Christ Jesus who is our one and only true treasure.   Only this heavenly treasure will keep our life from eternal death.

“25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.  26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose” (vv.25-26)
Although Paul and Silas are beaten and imprisoned by the work of the gospel, they aren’t discouraged and disappointed at all. Instead, they begin to pray and sing praises to God. They are not asking God to save them from their imprisonment. They give praises for What God has done through their mission with true joy and thanksgiving. How can they act in this way in the midst of their life-threatening circumstance?  “10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.  12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you” (2 Corinthians 4:10-12).  The crowds in the darkness rejoice to see our gospel being imprisoned, yet we know that our temporary confinement is a very necessary step for the gospel to give birth to a new life in us in the gospel.   What is the mystery of the gospel?  To gain the new life of Christ, our old being must be put to death: our old characters, old knowledge, old lifestyle, and so on. They are the evil and lifeless fruits born out of the lustful knowledge of good and evil beginning from our birth. They must be buried under the ground for three days as was Christ.  God’s new life is experienced as our old beings are gone.  The imprisonment of God’s saints who always dwell in His grace burst into prayer by singing His praises. The Holy Spirit works more dynamically in our silence.  The life of the resurrection flows out of Jesus’ death.  In the same way, at the moment of our death, the life of Christ that is abundantly prepared for us will be poured upon us like a waterfall.  The reality of God’s light is discovered more in the midst of our confinement by darkness. True reformation works in this way. Our confinement is the sign of our new beginning in Christ. Therefore, we can give thanks to God all the time by trusting the way of His works.  Paul and Silas knew this spiritual law. To die is to gain life.  True prayer is made in the discovery of God’s spiritual law.

God begins to work during their prayer of praise. A big earthquake shakes the foundation of the prison. The door of prison is opened. The chains of the prisoner become loose. The earthquake is the sign of God’s judgment toward the darkness. The life of the gospel can’t be confined by anything.  The Saints’ prayers and praise in their imprisonment causes the greater works of the Holy Spirit and fulfills God’s predetermined will. God’s miracle is not just about opening the door of our imprisonment. Through miracles, God wants to spread the life of the gospel and the mystery of God’s salvation to others. What is our spiritual reality? People’s living ground is like the foundations of the prison.  Everyone is bound to the door of a prison by chains.  In other words, everyone is bound to the legalistic law of good and evil.   People already became prisoners of sin from their birth. However, only by the power of the cross, can this foundation, door, and chain be broken and destroyed.  "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed” (Luke 4:18).  Our temporary imprisonment is God’s blessing for the sake of the gospel.  The life of the gospel flows into those who realize this spiritual reality of darkness and light.
.

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  30 He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household” (vv.31-32)

The grace of God’s judgment and salvation fills the people who are chosen to be saved through the prayers and praise of the saints who possess the life of the gospel.  The jailer whose mind was like a door of the prison is broken down. The jailer tries to commit suicide when he thought all the prisoners ran away. What a dramatic decision he made instantly at the moment of crisis? He must have lived in a darkness of cruelty and ignorance. When a crisis comes, his mind becomes chaos and his mind turns very impulsive.  The best solution he could ever come up with in order to escape this trouble is only suicide.   He desperately wants to be freed from his heavy guilty feeling and the huge pressure of the responsibility for the accident.  Then, Paul shouts at him, “Don’t harm yourself.” (“harm”: “kakos”: the evil fruit, misunderstanding of God’s will, legalistic thoughts, religious behavior).  Today, the suicide rate increases, rising higher and higher.  People can’t overcome their inner troubles from uncontrollable chaos, emptiness, and pressure.  They have to choose the most extreme method imaginable to escape their troubles.  When Paul stops him immediately, he comes to consciousness and asks with fear, “"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  What is he asking for? He isn’t just seeking for a solution for the trouble. He realizes the desperate need for his own salvation after he saw his helpless and unworthy being and his inescapable imprisonment in darkness. Without someone’s help, he can’t overcome his trauma but will fall into an uncontrolled tragedy.  However, when he heard the voice of Paul who possesses the life of truth, he asks for help to be saved. The real outcry for salvation comes out of the place where one finds the reality of his own death.  One will seriously cry out for Gods’ salvation when he realizes his spiritual blindness, deafness, and imprisonment.  Through the preceding grace that awakens one’s sin and death, he can see the hand of God’s salvation.

Paul replies, “"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household." It means that he should place Jesus as the new foundation of his life. He must accept Jesus as his savior through the given-faith predestined by God and trust in Him alone.  Paul proclaims that God’s salvation will come upon his household as well. As he opens the door of God’s salvation, the life of Christ flows into his loved family.  The person who has the seed of Christ’s life-giving spirit should continue to play a role of delivering God’s saving grace to his family, his region, and his nation.  

Conclusion
Paul’s mission was guided in a totally unexpected way. But it was God’s definite will to save those who were elected for His salvation.  He met a woman named Lydia in a place of prayer. After a demon was cast out from a slave girl, Paul was imprisoned. But there God prepared another person, a jailer and his family for His salvation.  God had to send Paul to the prison so that he could preach the gospel to the jailer who was spiritually imprisoned.  Paul knew the spiritual law of God’s salvation. The hand of God’s salvation flows through one’s bearing Jesus’ suffering.  The door of prison is broken down through the prayers and praise of ones who know the mystery of the gospel.   The life of God’s salvation flows into the path determined by His will. For this mission, our sufferings and hardships never happen accidentally but are only allowed under His divine guidance.  “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for there is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:10).


[bookmark: _GoBack]
6

