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1 Corinthians 15:35-49  35 But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?"  36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else.  38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.  39 All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another.  40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.  41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.  42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45 So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  47 The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  49 And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.


Will the dead rise up again? If they come back to life again, in what way and what kind of form are they going to be? The world after death is one of the most curious subjects to everyone.  There have been many suppositions and imaginative theories made by worldly religions in our history.  How does the gospel witness to the spiritual reality about the life after our death? That is the reality of “resurrection.” The dead can returned to life. However, it is not subject to all. Only those who are united with Christ will experience the miracle.  How will this mystery happen to the life of God’s saint? The today’s text explains about the mystery of a “seed.”  If we realize and possess the “seed” that give us a spiritual body, we will “bear the likeness of man from heaven” after our death.  The power of the gospel changes our fear of death to the most blessed reality. The mystery of true “resurrection” is only discovered in the gospel. Through Christ Jesus, this amazing miracle is experienced not only in the future but in our present time as a partial reality. 

The order and nature of creation
The forms of every creature are different because God “gives its own body(“soma”<”sozo”: to protect, save, a vessel planted by a seed) to each kind of seed.” The “seed”(“zera”: offspring, remnant, masculine < “begin to feed, bear a fruit, or to commit an adultery) is buried under the ground (“eretz”: earth, land: feminine) to bear its body. For man and animal, a male’s seed(“male sperm”, “sperma”<”speiro”: “plan, scatter”<”spao”: draw) goes into the body of a woman and begins to form a body.  “Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so” (Gen. 1:11).  “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male (“zakar”:  “A power begins to grow”: symbolize a seed) and female (“neqebah”: individual goes to an eye of the needle and become a house of life”: symbolize a vessel) he created them” (Gen.1:27).  When a “seed” is planted into a vessel (or ground), each grows as a certain body according to God’s will. It looked good to God’s eyes and reveals His glory in the first creation.  However, when Adam and Eve was deceived by Satan and ate the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the curse of God, “You will surely die” came upon the whole creation. Man was separated from God’s life and remained as an earthly body that possesses a rotten (corruption or perishable) seed.  Other creatures were affected by sin in the same way and began to produce “thorns and thistles” (Gen.3:18). 

When each letter in Hebrew is analyzed, “your will die” means, “completion of truth.” More preciously, it can be interpreted as “The growth of the word of truth in one’s life until complete possession by it.”  If this is the case, is eating from the forbidden tree curse or blessing? Of course, the disobedience of God’s word is cursing.  The judgment of death came upon our life as a result of Adam’s disobedience.  However, we must more carefully study the message about the event of Adam’s eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We can’t simply conclude that Adam and Eve disobeyed the law of God and was cursed to face death by His wrath.  If so, there will be big problems on God’s holy attributes: All-powerful and All-knowing.  He is the one who created the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the very middle of the Garden of Eden.  It seems that He is a facilitator of sin. Also, He didn’t stop Adam and Eve eating the fruits from the tree.  Almighty God could cast out Satan and protect them from their evil temptation.  What is the real intention of God who installed the tree and allowed them to eat of it? 

It is the nature of God’s creation that each seed gives its own body and all are different from each other.  They all belong to earthly forms.  However, among all creatures, only man was created in God’s own “ image”(“tselem”: masculine ), according to God’s “likeness” (“demuwth”: feminine)(Gen. 1:26)  Adam and Eve received and enjoyed God’s life. And then they ruled over other creatures with the word of God’s life. They had to reveal God’s glory through their serving and ruling the world with His life (Gen.1:27-28).   It seemed that it worked out well in the beginning. But they would fail their mission because God’s divine plan towards them wasn’t perfectly accomplished yet.  The “first Adam” was just a “living-being” who was able to perceive and enjoy God’s life.  They must be recreated as “the last  Adam” as “a life-giving spirit” who can possess God’s life as their own and is able to give others the same power of life.  In order to accomplish this plan, there must a process of recreation that needs to take place between the first and the last Adam.  The first “seed” that belongs to earth must be put to death and the new “seed” of the “life-giving Spirit” must be given to us. In other words, our being as the “first seed” needs to be perceived.  We are the ones who ate from the tree of the knowledge of the good and evil and died as the result of it.  We are nothing but “perishable” being who need to receive and unite with the new seed of life, that is Christ Jesus. That absolute hungry need for the new life of Christ is realized when we truly perceived ourselves as the dead who were born with the lustful seed of good and evil.  Christ Jesus was only man on earth who had a perfect image and likeness of God because He was God Himself in the flesh. He can give to us the seed of the life-giving spirit by breaking His body through death. As promised by God, the seed of new life comes into us through the power of His Spirit and recreates God’s image and likeness through His union with us.

What was God’s promise given to Abraham? It was about the new life-giving “seed.”  "By myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son,  17 I will indeed bless you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And your descendants(“seed”- singular) shall possess the gate of their enemies,  18 and by your descendants(“seed” – singular) shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice” (Genesis 22:16-18).  When Abraham finally realized the mystery of Christ through God’s given-faith, He could be ready to sacrifice his only son Isaac to God. Then, God promised him that He would multiply his “seed” and this “seed” would cast out the power of darkness. The “seed” points to Christ Jesus. “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ” (Gal.3:16). 

Christ Jesus who is the life-giving seed (see Matt.13:1-23) plants Himself into us. He removes our rotten seed, breaks our stony hearts, cultivates our soul, and plants His seed in our image. That is accomplished through the power of His death and resurrection.  “So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable” (v.42). When the Holy Spirit works in our soul, the experience of “regeneration” occurs first.  The regeneration is the God’s work of recreation in our soul by planting the new life-giving seed of Christ.  The saving grace enables us to perceive this new seed of Christ through faith.  The seed of Christ comes in as a reality of light and begins to reveal the darkness of our sin.  We have worked so hard to produce crops planted by the “perishable” seed for all of our lives.  Our life would be merely ended with “the likeness(“eikon”:resemblance < “eiko”: to yield, to give place) of the earthly man.”  Through this realization with a heart of grief, our true repentance and acceptance of Christ Jesus as a true savior take place.  This is the sign of our salvation as well as our resurrection. As much as we realize the depth of our sins in which we have eaten the fruits of the perishable seed and worn the image of the earthly man, the amazing blessing of the gospel is realized. “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God” (1 Peter 1:23).  Why is the first seed “perishable?”  It is because the eating of the forbidden fruit by the first Adam caused all of his seeds to be born with a prideful mind that wants to stand in the place of God. Every man has no choice but to live legalistically, religiously, and humanistically for their self-satfisfaction and self-gratification.  That is the life of an idol worship which causes their soul and body to perish. However, the “imperishable” seed comes in our soul and begins to cast out the force of darkness that bears the “perishable” fruits in us.  We start experiencing true freedom from the bondage of our darkness. The power of Christ’s life breaks and demolishes our sinful bondages such as jealousy, hatred, pride, inferiority, distinction, deceitfulness, etc. The new life-giving seed of Christ transforms our darkness into the heavenly peace, mercy, humbleness, rest, and holiness.  Our worldly grief, desperation, and suffering is replaced with the heavenly joy, hope, and comfort. Our hearts begin to be filled with the holy sorrow of God and desire for God’s righteousness alone. This is the evidence of our resurrection and the sign of our wearing “the image of the heavenly.” This blessing is already taking place in our present time.


The Meaning of Resurrection
“Resurrection” (“anastasis”= “ana”+”histemi”) means “rising up above.”  We were doomed to bury under the ground with eternal judgment because of our sins. But the imperishable seed of Christ invaded our lives through God’s irresistible grace and made us unite with the life of heaven.  The “cross”(“starousis<histemi) means “a covenantal pole that stands upright toward heaven.” The word is also derived from the same word, “histemi”(stand upright).  The perishable seed that drives us to live our lives with the lustful desire for good and evil and binds us as earthly beings. But the death of Christ put the power of the perishable seed to death and set us free from bearing the perishable fruits.  Now we can stand upright toward heaven through our union with Christ and experience the power of resurrection as true reality in all situations.  “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"( John 11:25-26). 

Conclusion
God’s saints already bear the image of the heavenly through the imperishable seed of Christ. The Holy Spirit dwells and guides us to realize this great reality of truth.  The more we realize the bondage of our image of the earthly, the more we can do a spiritual fight against the deception of the darkness and seek for God’s power to put on the image of the heavenly.  “Resurrection” is not just hope for our future but is present-working reality. The time-table for our death in the flesh is not a fear factor but a day of our great hope and joy because we will gain the complete reality of resurrection that we partially experience now.  Let us truly give thanks to Christ Jesus who died for our sin and rose again to give us the new life of eternity. 
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