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Acts 12:1-5  It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.  5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.

Summary from last week (#40)
To realize the true identity of a Christian, we must realize what was already accomplished through Christ and enjoy the new status and authority given by Christ. Without the filling of the Holy Spirit in our daily life, it is impossible to experience this amazing blessing. However, we have to also understand the dark side in our nature that resists receiving the truth of God. Our vessel is still full of the lustful desire of good and evil that causes us to stand in the place of God, so a spiritual warfare within us is inevitable every day.  To see and understand all things from God’s eyes and standard, our sinful nature must be put to death. In fact, we are already dead  in Christ. Yet in reality, we begin to realize this truth through walking the wilderness road where our sinful standards are put off and we become more naked.    That is the true sanctification. Our lustful clothes are gradually being put off during the journey with God.  Even though we see our nakedness and feel shameful because of it, we also see the graceful hand of God who puts on us the pure cloth of righteousness of Jesus that leads us to intimate union with God.  Therefore, teaching and learning the word of truth is the most important task of our Christian life. The true identity of our Christianity is not being made by our own efforts, but is being revealed as a fact that was already accomplished perfectly through Christ while hearing and learning the word of truth.  When we realize the truth and accept it as ours by grace, real transformation begins to take place in our lives. Let us try to correctly understand the spiritual law of the gospel in all situations that we are going through now. God is faithfully working in us to set up a new spiritual order in our lives so that we can deeply enjoy and give to others the true life of Christ. 

False Adam vs. true Adam
Four persons named “Herod” appear in the bible. It means “ the son of a hero.” They all severely restricted the work of God and persecuted His people.   Herod was of Arab and Edomite descent. His ancestors had converted to Judaism (see Wikipedia and Mark 3:8).  During the Roman’s occupation, they were appointed as rulers over the Judaea Province for a long period of time, over 100 years. These Herodian rulers played a major role as evildoers in the history of the gospel (e.g. Building the second temple in Jerusalem, the Massacre of the innocents, the execution of John the Baptist, Jesus’ trial, the death of James, the imprisonment of Peter, the false accusation of Christians, etc.)

Herodians are Edomite, such was the descendant of Esau, the older brother of Jacob. Esau’s decedents grew in number and later became the Edomite tribe. Esau was “red” when he was born, and his nick name “Edom” also means, “red.” He gained this nick name after he sold his birthright to his brother Jacob after eating the “red stuff” cooked by Jacob (Gen. 25:25-30).   The Edomite was the one of the greatest enemies to Israel and their descendants. They also became the greatest enemy to the early Christians. When the people of Israel tried to pass through their land during their journey to the land of Canaan, the Edomite tribe obstructed their way (Num.20:19).  “Doeg” the Edomite, who was the chief herdsman to Saul, king of Israel, played a wicked role as an enemy to David (1 King 22:9-16).  Also “Hadad, the Edomite from the royal line of Edom” became a great adversary to Solomon’s kingdom (1 King 11:14).  Therefore, God raised His prophets to prophesy His judgment and destruction of the Edomite (Jer. 25:7-29, Lam.4:21-22, Ezek 25;12-14, 32:28-29, 35:1-14, Joel 3:19, Mal. 1:2-4).   "I have loved you," says the LORD. "But you ask, 'How have you loved us?' "Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" the LORD says. "Yet I have loved Jacob (Israel, The church of God)  3 but Esau(Enemy of Israel, the devil’s followers) I have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals."  4 Edom may say, "Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins." But this is what the LORD Almighty says: "They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the LORD” (Malachi 1:2-4).  

Esau’s nickname, “Edom” (red) symbolizes “sin.” The consonants of “Edom” in Hebrew are the same as in “Adam.” Only the vowels are different making a different sound when it is spoken. So, “Edomite” means “Red Adam.”  But Edomite doesn’t have the living word of God like the real “Adam” who possesses the life of God (Rom 5:14, 1 Cor.15:45). They are like figures of “dust” who receives God’s word as a law literally.  They are like thieves and murderer who serve God legalistically and religiously. Their sins are never covered by the blood of Jesus Christ by grace.  “Why are your garments red, like those of one treading the winepress? . . .  I trampled the nations in my anger; in my wrath I made them drunk and poured their blood on the ground” (Isa. 63:2,6). After the Fall, men who were separated from God’s life began to fight shedding their blood in death in order to fulfill their lustful ambition and desire. Cain’s murdering his brother was the very first case that symbolizes how our human history would be defined.  Cain’s religious evil spirit caused self-idol worship and his killing of the true servant of God, Abel (antitype of Jesus’ cross).  This kind of “Edomite” always pursues his own success to be a hero in the world through continuous disputes and fights in the flesh and blood. This is the wicked nature of human being who symbolizes the “red Adam” whose life is separated from God. God firmly promised that He would surely come and judge those “Edomites” at the end.  "'Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes the land, and atonement cannot be made for the land on which blood has been shed, except by the blood of the one who shed it” (Numbers 35:33).  Our ground becomes polluted because of our dirty and violent blood shedding.  The blood of man became polluted since the life of God departed from man. 

The word, “Adam” is derived from the verb, “Adam,” “becoming red.” It means “the blood of God.” So, Adam was made from the blood of God. Let us examine how God created a man. “The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being” (Gen.2:7).  From the ground (“Adamah”: “Adam” + “Ha”: life, truthful sound), the dust(“aphar”) came out, and finally a man was formed. The “dust”(“aphar” – seeing truth/life with eyes, symbolizing a visible temple or the law) spiritually symbolizes the law.  The “ground”(“adamah”) means in Hebrew “God’s truth begins to sound.” The law must be interpreted as a truthful sound. God put His law in mankind. In other words, mankind is a vessel which should be filled with the sound of truth through the law of God.  Therefore, the account of the knowledge of good and evil follows right after the creation of man.  The man fell from the law of God by disobeying His law. The law of God can’t be fulfilled through man’s own efforts. Man must realize that he is a being formed out of the law that would be fulfilled in Christ through God’s grace. The knowledge of good and evil is a device for us to realize this spiritual law.  God’s “red” blood has to cover our “red” sins (forgiveness), so that we can be a being who can make a truthful sound out of the law.  Through the cross where Jesus shed His blood, we become a new Adam (“Ha Adam”: The living Adam who possesses and speaks the life of God).  “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life” (Lev. 17:11).  Jesus is called, “The Son of man(Ha Adam)” who symbolizes the perfect Son among “the living Adams” covered by God’s blood. He became the “first born” of mankind, and we also became the sons of truth belonging to the first born, Jesus. “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom.8:29). 

On the contrary, there has appeared false Adams who weren’t covered by God’s blood but by their own blood. They are “Edomites” who try to be a god figure in the world, so they continue to deceive and murder others with their lustful knowledge and power. “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44).  Jesus pointed out that the Pharisees represent this kind of “Edomite.” The Pharisees are the ones who hold a scary religious spirit and try to kill Jesus (God) in order to put themselves in the place of God. They love the law but do not recognize the grace of God hidden inside of the law, so they try to fulfill the law with their own efforts and power.  They don’t’ hesitate to shed their own blood to prove their own righteousness even to the point of killing Jesus in God’s name. They are false “red” Adams. 

Who is the devil? He is “a great red dragon” (Rev.12:30).  This “red”(“purrhos”<”Purr”: fire, lightening, symbolizing the lake of fire) isn’t the same as the blood of life that comes from God. It is the color of the curse that comes from fire. The devil imitates Jesus and deceives us to follow him. But the “red” is false blood that leads us to eternal death of hell. There are people who sit upon the red dragon (symbolizing union) that always stand against the true red Adam. They are “Edomite” and false red Adams. “Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.  5 This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH” (Revelation 17:3-5).   The “Red” Adam who ate the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil needs to be covered by the blood of God. Otherwise, he will become a “red” devil.  His union with the “red” devil is inevitable if one is not united with the blood of Christ. 

There are only two kinds of people in the world from God’s perspective. One stands in the line of Jacob (Spiritual Israel, Church) and the other in the line of Esau (people like “Edomites”).  Because of God’s covenant, all of our sins were cleansed by His blood and recreated as a new creation born through the life of God. On the other hand, many people still sit upon the “red” dragon and worship him by shedding their own dirty blood to build their tower higher on earth.

All mankind lost God’s blood that had His life after the Fall. However, God’s grace invaded our lives and cleansed all of our sins, and our dirty red blood, by His pure blood. So, we became sons of God who can hear the sound truth and furthermore, make the sound of the life-giving Spirit.  "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool” (Isaiah 1:18).  We couldn’t realize the reality of our hidden sin on our own, and  always lived a sinful life, a legalistic and religious way in the law, yet Jesus’ blood covered us up and forgave all of our iniquities.  That is the grace of the cross. The sound of new life was given to the new Adams.  By the blood of Jesus Christ, we are clothed with a white garment and become holy saints who gain the new strength in God so that we can choose not to hear the devil’s lies but to receive the guidance of the Holy Spirit always. We, the new Adams, are “the true sons of man(the living adam) designed by God. The new Adams finally began to appear on earth.  On the contrary, those false Adams who have no part with God’s blood continue to live as “Edomites” on earth who are followers of the “red” devil.. 

2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.  5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.

Herod who is of Edomite descent represents these false Adams and now harshly persecute the true Adams of God who speak the living truth.  From Jesus’ birth until the early church’s growth, they continued to persecute God’s people. He first killed Jacob and put Peter in prison. Who is pleased the most at this incident? They are legalistic and religious Jews. They are the real wicked “Edomite” in God’s eyes. 

This is the history of mankind.  But finally true Christians who know the mystery of Jesus’ blood began to emerge on  earth and speak the pure sound of life that saves others from their death. Obviously, the red devil won’t keep silent. Look at our world. Everyone gathers and enjoys a banquet prepared by the red devil.  All people are too busy shedding their blood to increase their power and fame.  Their behaviors are nothing but just stealing and murdering in God’s eyes. 

The church is the gathering of sons and daughters who are recreated by the blood of God. The one thing we desire is to know about our Father God who has done such marvelous work for us.  When we t build our meetings with this mystery of the gospel, the red devil won’t have any influence upon our ministry. 

Conclusion

By the blood of Jesus Christ, we, the “Red Adams” didn’t become “Edomite” but descendants of “the Son of Man.” We should really give thanks to God for this amazing grace.  All saints became true Adams made by the blood of God and a bride  clothed with a white garment of Jesus. Now we have to try to eat the pure spiritual bread prepared by God and grow in maturity for God’s glory.  “Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink” (John 6:53-55).  Let us keep building each other up in truth and bearing the mission entrusted by God to us through a team work.
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