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Acts 10:9-16  9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray.  10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance.  11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners.  12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air.  13 Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat."  14 "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean."  15 The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean."  16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.

Acts 10:27-29  27 Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people.  28 He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean.  29 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?"

Acts 10:34-35   34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism  35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.

Acts 10:45-48  45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,  47 "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have."  48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

Summary from last week (38)
What is in the center of our inner being? Either one of two things: chaos, emptiness, and darkness or God’s life that filled the place of darkness through Christ. The corrupted mind of man can’t recognize the reality of darkness seated in one’s own center. Even if he recognizes it, he won’t admit its reality. So, he has to eagerly try to cover it up with fancier thoughts for all of his life. Naturally man judges other’s outward appearance perceived to his eyes from the selfish center of his knowledge of good and evil. However, God is the One who can accurately see the center of our deep inner being. All of man’s inner being is crooked and perverted to fulfill one’s own selfish and lustful desire. However, God planted a seed the heart of His chosen people a desire for things of God. God sees that planted center of our inner being as predestined by Himself and causes the work of the Holy Spirit to save us according to His time-schedule. “ I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.  20 Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God” (Eze. 11:19-20). Only by grace, God makes us realize the truth of Christ and heals our wounded hearts that have wandered in the darkness through the comfort and encouragement of the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, God continues to plant a consuming passion for the gospel in us to reveal the light of Christ for our future as far as our hearts became wounded and desperate in the darkness in our past. With the word of comfort and encouragement of the Holy Spirit, let us continue to wake up the people whose hearts are sown by God’s desire yet are still bound with their bondage from the deception of darkness. The church of God is the gathering place of His people who have the comfort and encouragement of the Holy Spirit. 

“Anything impure and unclean”(v.14)
The evangelism of the gospel continues to move on now. God tries to wake up the mind of Peter that is only concerned with a mission within Jerusalem through a supernatural vision.  Finally Peter sees a vision while praying. He sees a large vessel descending from heaven unto him. The large vessel contains “all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air.”  These animals are categorized as “unclean” by the law. For example, they are “camel, fox, rabbit, eagle, owl, crow, seagull, bat, ostrich, snake, centipede, etc. (see Lev. 11, Deut. 14). But God says to him , “kill and eat.” Then, he responds, “I have never eaten anything impure and unclean.” 

Why does God say now to “kill and eat” the animals once prohibited to be eaten by the law given by Himself? The totally depraved of mankind who ate the forbidden fruit of the knowledge of good and evil always try to judge things with their own standards and then to imitate a form of God.  God chose the people of Israel among them to give His law to them. By giving them very specific laws in regard to sacrifice, food, marriage, sickness, work, circumcision and so on, God distinguishes His chosen people from the Gentiles. However, the purpose of “separation” can’t be perfectly accomplished by simply keeping His law. Instead, the real purpose of separation through the law is to expose the reality of the real crime of man as being confined to the wicked nature of good and evil.  “The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more” (Rom.5:20).  What  kind of “trespass” is this? The meaning of “trespass” is “to apostate, fall, and corrupt.” More specifically, it means, “by standing beside closely and serving God, one tries to imitate a form of God, yet he actually falls apart from the union with God and becomes perverted.”  This is the evil nature of good and evil rooted in the heart of man causing our life to be totally depraved in God’s eyes.  The law is good, but our lustful nature for good and evil causes us to become wickeder through our keeping the law. We need to discern more carefully how our deep darkness plays inside of us during our Christian living. If we don’t realize the mystery of the grace that fulfills the law through Christ, our Christian living naturally becomes more legalistic and religious, and then we will be accused by God as a “thief” and “murderer” at the end.  We have to realize first our own deep darkness before the word of God through the law and access the grace of God which completes the law through Christ. By deeply enjoying the mystery of this spiritual truth, we will find ourselves growing as men of truth who are set free from the law. Only the truth of Christ can dismantle the bondage of the law inside of us. True freedom from the law is only possible through the blood of Christ. Because of our sin, the law is necessary. However, the power of the true freedom gained through Christ makes us ones who have nothing to do with sin anymore. So, the power of the gospel makes us realize that we can’t commit to or receive any influence again from the same sin to which we were bound in our past. “So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.  9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak” (1 Cor. 8:4, 8-9).  The law fulfilled through the grace of Christ can’t affect us anymore. However, one who considers himself as a man of true freedom in Christ must keep the law wisely in order to lead others who are still bound to the law until they find the same truth. 

What is the bondage of Peter that makes him suffer? His thought are still locked in the law again and he can’t get out of it through grace. He was the best disciple of Jesus yet he still continues to go back to his old legalistic nature in spite of all his leanings and experiences in the power of the gospel. While seeing a vision and hearing the order of God to eat them, he tries to justify his own righteousness through the law. “This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven” (v.16). The meaning of “three times” is “completion.” Peter’s three times denial of Jesus exposed his fake faith. Now, his legalistic faith is exposed through the three times denial again. It shows that if we don’t remain in God’s grace continually, we will be ruled by our legalistic nature still remaining in us. Furthermore, we will misunderstand God’s will, causing a stumbling block to the mission of the gospel.  Remaining in God’s grace means a condition where our hearts are broken and crushed for our sin. It is also a condition of realizing ourselves more as untrustworthy beings, and so we want to rely only upon the knowledge, wisdom, and will of the Lord who is the only trustworthy one. We can’t trust anymore our own legalistic good and evil judgment because we find it fails to fulfill God’s will all the time. The truth of God continues to crumble down our sinful minds and deeds in order for us to desire His true wisdom and knowledge with a thisrty and hungry heart. “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?” (Psalm 42:1-2). “O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1). Why do we want more to seek God? We see the true reality of our souls dying through the judgment and condemnation of the law. All the words and deeds we speak and interact with each other are, in fact, spiritual crimes which kills our soul and body. That is the curse of the knowledge of good and evil. Therefore, we must go out to the wilderness to hear the voice of God, where we can’t hear men’s lustful sounds of good and evil, but only the life-giving voice of God that keeps our soul alive.

What is the dirtiest and ugliest thing in the world? It is the heart of a man that always judges dirty and ugly things on his own in order to reveal one’s own righteousness.   So, it is man’s tongue that continues to spit on others legalistic judgment and condemnation without ceasing from his evil heart. “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9).    “But no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison”( James 3:8).  “ You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34).  “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45).  If one doesn’t have the grace of Christ, he has no choice but to spit poison on others.  No matter how fancy are the words he uses in his conversation, his words eventually kill other’s soul. From birth, all mankind is born with this evil poison in their hearts. “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). All the words and deeds of human being are based on their legalistic, religious, and humanistic passion being used to hide one’s own dirty and ugly thoughts and deeds. This is detestable in God’s eyes. “Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life” (Rev.21:27). Discovering our own hideousness and dirtiness is the real grace of God because it causes us to come to realize that the light of Jesus Christ is the only solution that enables us to be rescued from all of our dirty and ugly darkness.   

“God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean”(v.28)
Finally Peter came to visit the house of Cornelius who was a Gentile who honored God in fear yet was considered to be dirty and ugly by Jews. He said, “You are all aware that is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him”(v.28).  Legalism that has taken deep root in us doesn’t come out of us that easily. Obviously, we were removed from that wicked nature “already” by the grace of God, yet we have to fight a great spiritual warfare in order to discover the truth daily in our lives. Look at how easily Peter who experienced so much power and grace of God still keeps falling into his old nature. That is the same story we experience daily. The bondage of Peter is too strong, so God has to deliver His message through a supernatural means for him to understand it correctly.   Let us discern all the good and evil laws and legalistic standards and ideologies that are planted in our hearts and minds through the ongoing process of worldly life. Who has sown these wicked things? It is the devil. The devil is the spirit of lie. In fact, we liked the lies, so we opened, accepted, and agreed to them. We can’t defeat the devil on our own. The devil is too deceitful for us to defeat alone. “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:8-9). We have to resist the devil with the power of the Holy Spirit received through grace. The devil deceives us by convincing us to trust the law more than grace by his lying and telling us that our own legalistic effort, humanistic judgment, and religious passion is more important than God’s ways.  When we are not filled with the Holy Spirit, we will act like a very beginner in faith, just the same way that Peter did.  He sounds like a very foolish believer who likes to discuss legalism and is able to realize God’s will only through a supernatural event.

God says to Peter not to judge anyone with his legalistic mind and call people “unclean and impure” recklessly. Of course, all mankind are worldly, dirty and evil beings from their birth. However, there are certain unclean animals that already rose up to heaven as Peter was seeing in a vision. Without the life of Christ, we are all like an animal or worse than animals in many ways.  “A man who has riches without understanding is like the beasts that perish” (Psalm 49:20).  However, through Christ, we became wonderful children of God who were saved by His grace. “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”   The word, “favoritism”(prosopolemptes) means outward appearance. In other words, God does not judge anyone through their legalistic deeds.  God didn’t favor Israel or bless them because they were the law-keeper. God can’t show anyone favoritism because all people are totally corrupted.  No one among men can be selected as a righteous person according to God’s holy and perfect standard. However, God has to elect certain groups through His mercy and love in order to reveal His perfect righteousness and holiness through their lives.  Therefore, God already prepared His chosen people even before creation, whose hearts were planted with a passion for God’s righteousness and holiness.  Then, at His appointed time, they come to realize the mystery of the gospel when God’s mercy comes upon them.   “For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion” (Rom.9:15). “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:10).  The Gentile, Cornelius couldn’t know the law or grace of God on his own, yet he could still honor God and do righteous things because God’s mercy and grace always precedes him. Now the grace of salvation comes upon him, one of God’s chosen people, according to His appointed time through a messenger of God. 

“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have."  48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days” (vv.47-48)
When Peter preached the gospel message to Cornelius, his relatives, and friends who gathered at his house, the Holy Spirit came and filled their hearts. As a result, they began speaking in tongue and praising God. The same work that took place at the room of Mark for Jews now happened toward the Gentiles. Before Peter prayed for the people who were baptized in the name of Jesus to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17).  But now, he does the reverse because the baptism of the Holy Spirit manifested first. However, both baptism takes place at the same time (When you are baptized in the name of Jesus, you are also baptized with the Holy Spirit).   To teach Peter, who still doubts the work of God’s salvation, to be prepared for the Gentiles, God causes the manifestation of the Holy Spirit first upon them. “The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles”(v.45).  In fact, they should be astonished at their own deep darkness that keeps blinding their hearts to the understanding of God’s will that has been revealed to them so many times, the promise for the salvation of the Gentiles. It proves that they only remembered the words of Jesus that satisfied their lustful desire and taste.  They never carefully listened to or tried hard to understand God’s will and desire for others. This selfish nature still remains in us too.

Conclusion
We shouldn’t trust our judgment too confidently. Every judgment that comes from our legalistic, religious and humanistic nature is like a poison that a venomous snake spits. The only thing we can trust is the word of life planted in our hearts by God’s grace.  When we find ourselves judging others as impure and unclean, we should remember and more deeply meditate on God’s amazing grace that redeemed us when we were impure and unclean.  When we have true fellowship in truth, true repentance will take place. Let us establish each other as a true messenger of God who delivers God’s will and judgment alone. God is the only One who can correctly judge us and guide us in truth. 
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