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본문
Acts 9:10-19  10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered.  11 The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight."  13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem.  14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."  15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."  17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord-- Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here-- has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,  19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 

Summary from last week (36)
Man’s religious spirit causes self-idol worship to fulfill self-satisfaction and desire. This is Satan’s crafty scheme that makes one pretend to serve God diligently yet eventually resist and kill Jesus. Only by God’s grace, is the removal of this religious evil crime  possible. Until this deep darkness hidden inside of man’s heart is cast out through God’s light, one always has to live spiritually as a blind and deaf person who has to stand against the truth revealed through Jesus Christ.

God’s light finally came upon Saul who had brutally persecuted Christians. He didn’t know he was controlled by his evil religious spirit. He firmly believed that he was doing the right thing for God with all of his heart and strength.  But he finally realized that his religious zeal made him the wickedest of criminals who tried to murder God. For three days, he became almost like a dead blind man before receiving the light of God’s grace.  Such a moment of near-death is, in fact, the time of real blessing that saves us from our real death.  The suffering which causes our evil religious spirit to be put to death is an absolutely necessary moment for us to live again in God’s life. Let us realize God’s time-table in which the suffering and pain prepared by God lead us to gain the life of truth and open a new door for our future.

“One must die in order to live”
While Saul became a blind man and wandered in the deep darkness, God had already prepared His servant, Ananias, to save him. God sent him to cure Saul’s blindness and strengthened him with the power of the Holy Spirit through Ananias’ prayer.  Just like the eunuch Ethiopian who received the new life through God’s servant, Philip, a man prepared by God was sent to Saul who was completely in despair and fear.  Saul experienced God’s true love and forgiveness as he was ministered to by a disciple of Jesus whom once he cruelly persecuted.  As a result of accepting Jesus as his savior, Saul now had no choice but to abandon all of his old friends.  On the other hand, who would truly recognize Saul’s conversion and genuinely welcome him among Christians? He was placed in a great quandary. He became an enemy to both sides. Now he must show a new born faith to belong to God’s family.

To believe in Jesus is to turn around completely from one’s old life. Our own old beliefs and ideologies will be crumbled down. All of our old stuffs will be taken away. We can’t go back ever although we may desperately want to because the red sea we crossed was completely blocked and full of water. When what we used to trust and depend on has collapsed, our hearts may be filled with great confusion and chaos. But that is a sign of God’s grace. Only by the power of the Holy Spirit, will a new order be created. In fact, everything in us was in disorder, yet it looked very well wrapped and covered by the sinful nature of our lustful desire for good and evil. Those deceptions being revealed and taken away one by one are the graceful moment where we gain a new life in Jesus.  The more deeply God’s grace invades in our live, the more what we believed and wanted to believe are naturally denied. It is because I began to realize more and more that everything I held onto was lifeless and dead. Only the knowledge, wisdom, will, and purpose that belong to Christ Jesus are realized more clearly as life-giving truths.  So, our shameful moment just like Peter’s self-denial is a very necessary process for us to be recreated as a man of God.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”(2 Cor. 5:17). "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland” (Isa. 43:18-19).

What is the spiritual law of the gospel? God first sends us who used to pretend to be a living being down to the place where we realize our true being, who is, in fact, dead who not possessing real life. Then, he begins to recreate us anew. All of “ours” must be put to death in order for us to live a new life. That is the law of the gospel. The reality of the gospel is that our old self rooted in the evil nature of judging good and evil must be put to death, and our new self united with Jesus being brought to life.  Our salvation is not gained through our good works. “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death” (Hew 11:19).  For Isaac to live as a descendant of God’s covenant, the whole being of Isaac living in a condition of the original sinful nature must die and disappear. So, God’s death got involved in his life through the sacrifice he made on Moriah Mountain to substitute for his death.  God prepared a lamb for the sacrifice and united Isaac with the death of Christ. As a result, Isaac was recreated as a new promised seed of God who could give birth to the descendant of Christ.  Jacob had the same experience. His rib got wrenched (symbolizing his death).  “A man”(symbolizing Jesus) wrestled with Jacob all through the night “saw that he could not overpower him(symbolizing His death).” As a result, Jacob was made alive by His sacrificial death. Since then, Jacob had to carry the mark of his death as well as the death of Christ by limping and depending upon a cane (symbolizing the cross).  In the same way, Saul became dead by losing all of his sight. Even more, he lost all of his old status and authority because of Christ. In fact, he must become a real dead person when he saw the light of God. Christ’s death got involved in his death to make him alive. As evidence, he had the mark of blindness as his own death as well as His savior’s death over his body. Those who have the mark of the death of Christ must live a new life by walking the road of self-denial. The spiritual warfare will be fought more fiercely in the life of God’s saints because the whole being of our old self will be continuously crumbled down in pain and tears.  This is the true beginning of our experiencing Gods’ amazing grace when we start seeing our real figure as a dried dead bone in the midst of the deep valley of darkness. When we realize that we can do nothing correctly in God’s eyes without His guidance, God’s grace begins to invade and rule over the whole arena of our lives. When our vessel is empty, the new life comes to fill it.  “And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins" (Mark 2:22).  All of God’s saints have evidence of their death in Christ. All have experienced their lives being crumbled away.  In our time, many people in the world will mock and ridicule us, yet we must realize that it is God’s divine time-schedule in order to leave us a mark of His grace in our mind and body.  We already have many incidents for which we could die internally as well as externally. However, by God’s grace, we discovered Christ who saved us from our curse and death at those critical moments. More precisely, those incidents are the evidence of our new life established through Jesus’ death. Furthermore, they are the signs telling us that we must live a new life destined by God
.  
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name."
Ananias was sent by God to lay his hands upon Saul in order to heal and restore him as a man of God.  Saul, who completely lost everything, gained a real friend in the Lord. They were enemies to each other yesterday but the now became close friends and fellow worker in the gospel. When Ananias heard God’s command, he obviously had to doubt His plan. From our perspective, it should be God’s will that the evil Saul should be judged and punished to death. However, surprisingly enough to all, God told Ananias that Saul is “my chosen vessel” to carry His name to the Gentiles.

If so, why did God not stop Saul’s evil behavior beforehand? Many Christians suffered at his hand and were killed by his persecution. He did such things to our own family that we could never forgive him. How could God forgive such an evil man and even more call him, “My chosen instrument?” It was the necessary process to reveal Saul’s evil darkness through others’ sacrifice. Until someone finds my own deep darkness, I can never realize the reality of my own evil darkness on my own. After finding Jesus, Saul deeply realized how wicked he had lived in God’s eyes and had to completely depend upon God alone for the rest of his life.  “Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the worst” (1 Tim. 1:13-15).

Saul who realized the amazing mystery of the gospel out of his deep darkness became a main figure for the world mission and even the main author of the New Testament. On the other hand, he had suffered so much more than anyone else for the sake of the gospel as purposed by God from the beginning and was finally martyred after severe persecutions during his last mission trip.  He truly saw the reality of evil darkness inside of himself making him “a wretch” in his past.  For this reason, as he had done many evil thing in the past; henceforth, he would strive to preach the unending love and grace of Jesus Christ at the risk of his life. That is the power of the gospel. Do we really know about the reality of our own terrible darkness working inside of us? Did we really see and experience a lump of evil darkness that tries to control our minds and body?   If so, we really want to live our lives by depending upon the light and life of Christ alone. We will even lose all of our strength to judge and condemn others. That is the way of gaining true freedom in Christ. At the place where we find ourselves as an untrustworthy being, we will find the Lord whom we can absolutely trust. We will discover our mighty Lord Christ who rules over our evil darkness as though He suppressed the angry sea.

What kind of a vessel did Saul have? Did he possess a better vessel than others so that God used him more mightily? God obviously used his great skills in communication and various spiritual gifts to spread the gospel.  In fact, he was used much more than the other apostles for the world mission.  However, every saint equally carries God’s mission according to His will and plan through their gifts and ability. Originally every vessel was born in the same sinful nature. Saul’s vessel was like that of a wretch the same as others from his birth. However, by God’s chosen grace, his vessel became a precious one in His eyes. “For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Cor. 4:6-7).  Because of the treasure lying in a vessel, one became a worthy vessel for God.  One might consider himself a great vessel, yet if the content lying in his vessel is not the same treasure of life given by God, his vessel is nothing but trash, garbage from our knowledge of good and evil. “Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."  20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble (“atamia”- false teaching that defiles the body of church) .  21 If a man cleanses(“ekkadairo”- throw away) himself from the latter(false teaching, denial of resurrection), he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work” (2 Tim. 2:19-21). In man’s eyes, people are distinguished and judged according to their achievement and success. But from God’s perspective, only those whose vessel possesses the living word of Christ are truely worthy. 
Everyone has useless vessels doomed to be broken and thrown away at the end, yet after their union with Christ, they became precious vessels to be used to reveal God’s perfect goodness. Saul’s vessel which used to be recognized as a gold vessel in people’s eyes before his knowing Christ, was, in fact, spiritually ignoble in God’s eyes. However, once the living word of Christ was laid in his heart and mind, his vessel became a noble one to do good work approved by God. 

God’s chosen vessel will surely receive suffering for the sake of Christ’s name. Why is such suffering so necessary? Those who severely persecuted Paul were legalistic Jews and religious idol worshipers. If the word of the gospel was beneficial to them, they would welcome him without doubt. But when they found themselves that their hidden motives and false identities were exposed through his preaching and teaching, they tried to kill him because of their embarrassment before the word of truth. They became more violent to stop Paul. Because they knew that their darkness couldn’t win over the light of God, they tried so hard to stop Paul’s words by any means. “Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again.  24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one” (2 Cor. 11:23-24). However, when the gospel is growing more as the true gospel in our lives, the more suffering will arise from our internal side than external one.  “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-- this I keep on doing.  20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law;  23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin” (Rom.7:18-25).

Conclusion
God’s chosen vessel has the mark of His grace. It is the mark of Christ’s death over my death. I was made alive through His death, yet in order to realize the true reality of His death, we must walk the process of faith every day. All the sufferings and hardships which seemed to crumble down our whole lives are the marks of God’s grace in Christ. Through man’s pains and sufferings, we lost ours but gained Christ’s. Those who have these marks of grace must fight a spiritual war more severely every day. Let us be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and the law of the life of the Spirit that rules over our life, so that we can enjoy the truth of Christ and share the mystery of the gospel with others more confidently.
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