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Acts: 8:26-40  (35)


Acts 8:26-40   26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road-- the desert road-- that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza."  27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,  28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.  29 The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.  31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth."  34 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?"  35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"  37   38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.  40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Summary from last week (34)
Who is a great person in God? He is one who realizes his inclination of sin wanting himself to be the greatest person in the world and so tries to live in union with Christ Jesus who became the least in the world.  Jesus who was God Himself could live a life of the greatest person in the world with His power, yet he chose to live an even lesser life than a mustard seed on purpose. This is the mystery of heaven. “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,  27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matt.20:26-28).  From God’s perspective, one who doesn’t reveal his being and quietly serve others to give forth the fragrance of Christ alone is a “great” person.  However, he doesn’t serve others with his own will and power but with truth and the love of Christ given to him by God. When we only want to be served by others, we will never experience the reality of living Christ Jesus in life. We must go down to the place of “nothingness” through the process of self-denial to be sanctified by God’s grace. Then, we can recognize the least of the least and meet the smaller than the mustard seed, that is Jesus Christ on the same level. Furthermore, having the same words of mystery served by Jesus, we can serve others and lead them to experience the true reality of heaven.
Our worldly suffering began due to our lustful desire for good and evil causing us try to be greater than others competitively. That is the greatest deception and temptation by Satan. He tempts us to be a god figure, worship idols to gain more fame and power, and even to misuse the name of God on our own authority. However, God washed away this deep darkness in us through the blood of Christ.  It is God’s amazing grace that transformed our sinful nature to the gospel’s nature. Now, we have gained a completely new status and authority in Christ so as to serve others with the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit. We are now called “the great” in heaven as we live our lives trying to be smaller than a mustard seed on earth. People can’t see our old figure anymore but only our likeness to Christ’s image as time goes by. Let us continually experience the power of the gospel that transforms our being into the likeness as Christ.

Go down to the “desert”
After God established seven faithful deacons who were “full of the Spirit and wisdom” to strengthen His church, He began to open the door of evangelism and mission through them. Through Stephen’s martyrdom, more persecution arose toward God’s church, yet the mission for the gospel became stronger. The gospel that remained in Jerusalem meanwhile began to spread toward the land of Samaria. The promise given by Jesus in Acts 1:8 began coming to pass.  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  The gospel was already spread out across the land at the day of Pentecost, yet no one among the disciples went out of the city of Jerusalem. A revival took place inside the church in Jerusalem, yet the mission outside Jerusalem was hardly thinkable. Then, God lifted up Stephen to preach the gospel message so boldly toward the evil crowd in Jerusalem and allowed him to be martyred. Afterward, a huge persecution began toward the church, and many believers except the apostles had no choice but to scatter throughout the country outside of Jerusalem(Acts 8:1).   Among them, Philip first initiated the great mission work in Samaria where Jews treated them with contempt. During his mission in Samaria, many conversions took place along with great signs and wonders. Even the apostles joined his mission later, yet they quickly returned to Jerusalem. 

Let us see how the Holy Spirit guided Philip during his mission work. He directed Philip to go down to the south road, the “desert road” from Jerusalem to Gaza. That is the road that connected Egypt with Ethiopia. On the desert road, an amazing meeting prepared by God took place. Why in the “desert” of all places? The word, “desert” (“eremos”) means “solitary, lonely, uninhabited, and wilderness.” Jesus fasted for forty (symbolize the time-table of our dark world) days and nights in the desert and was tempted by Satan (Matt.4:1-10). He couldn’t eat anything in the desert because the life of truth was dried up completely in all things of the earth. It spiritually symbolized our worldly condition. In the life in the desert where there is no bread of truth, only Satan’s temptation which destroys our life exists. However, in God’s grace, if we realize the spiritual truth of Christ, we can eat the bread of truth and overcome any temptation from Satan. The desert is the spiritual training place for God’s saints to depend upon God alone.  If we can’t recognize this world as a desert that has no bread of truth, but as a happy place that satisfies our soul and body, we won’t hear the voice of truth and discover the living Christ as our savior. Therefore, God has to send His people to the desert continuously by allowing hardship and suffering in their lives. In the desert, we correctly learn Satan’s scheme and truly experience the importance of heavenly bread through our dependence upon God alone. Sometimes we feel too lonely yet soon discover heavenly peace and joy during the journey of faith with Christ. Stephen called the people of Israel living in the desert for forty years under the guidance of Moses “the church in the desert” (Acts 7:38). Today the church of God walks this same path as they did.

God also led Philip into the desert. It is the place to receive the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Even though it looks desolate, we must step forward by faith depending God’s covenant. On the desert road, whom did he meet? The blessed encounter with one whom God elected to give salvation took place there.  The man was a eunuch from Ethiopia who had great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians as he took charge of all her treasure. He was struggling with the word of God to find the true meaning of the gospel message in the Old Testament. This encounter in the desert is the most wonderful meeting led by God. The meeting with those who are thirsty and hunger for God’s word is the most blessed encounter. It takes place in the desert on purpose.  Now, we, God’s saints, are walking through this same journey in the desert in order to meet those prepared by God for the salvation of the gospel. If we have truth, we will continuously meet the right people of God on our way moving forward on the gospel mission.

“The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.  31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. “(vv.29-31)
The man couldn’t understand what he was reading from the book of Isaiah correctly. He told Philip that there wasn’t anyone who could “guide” him to realize the true meaning of God’s word. The word, “guide”(“hodegeo” <”hodegos” <”hodeo” (road, journey) + “hegeomai”(guide, rule, command) means “to know the itinerary of one’s travel road accurately, deliberately plan its schedule, and rule the plan.”  How did Jesus rebuke the religious leaders, especially the Pharisees at the time? 
“He replied, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots.  14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit” (Matt.15:13-14). They misused the word of God according to their own taste in order to gain self-righteousness and glory. Why didn’t Jesus stop them but continued to let it go? It is because the blind only listen to the word of the blind. They harvest themselves the crop of judgment and death. The children of the devil only listen to the word of the devil, their father. We don’t have to stop them. We shouldn’t be surprised with the fast growth of heresies because there are more blind men than there are children of God in the world. “But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matt.7;14). It is very natural for them to gather and build up their own power. However, God’s saints must be very careful not to be the same as the blind by misunderstanding and misusing the word of God. We must continue to diligently study to find truth and make our gospel the true gospel living in us.  We still have the root of spiritual blindness inside us. While getting involved in the ministry of the church, we can easily make others’ ears and eyes spiritually blind by preaching and teaching the word of God incorrectly. It is our greatest challenge that we should become a true “guide” who clearly knows the way of truth, boldly speaks it, and lead others in the way of the living life.
Before trying to live by the word of God, we must first understand the true meaning of the word.  In order to understand the word, correctly, we need someone who can preach and teach the word as correctly as possible as God intended. “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” (Rom. 10:14-15).  True faith comes from hearing the true message. Of course, one who listens to the word must have a desperate heart in order to receive it.  The true church is the place where God’s saints are able to share and communicate in truth and diligently study together to accurately find God’s intended will from His words. 

Everyone goes through many problems. It seems that the word of God in the bible is considered to be a myth or religious story by many people. It is because there is no true guide who can correctly explain their hardships and suffering from God’s perspective. We shouldn’t simply try to believe the word and act on it religiously. First, we should frankly ask many questions about the message that we don’t understand with our own knowledge and wisdom. God’s word is the spiritual law that has true life. The more we find the spiritual truth, the more we find ourselves having deep conflicts between our physical law and His spiritual law. As a matter of fact, there are many parts in the Bible that we can’t accept as truth easily. So, when we don’t understand some messages well spiritually yet pretend to know it, that is false belief. If we can’t understand any of the messages in the bible we must continue to wrestle with them until we correctly understand them.  We need to grow as true guides who can help each other to know the truth of the gospel better every day.  Who are our best friends in the church? They are the ones who communicate with truth and serve one another with the love of Christ. “How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!  2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his robes.  3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore” (Psalm 133:1-3).   Having a fellowship with one who is united with Christ and enjoys the life of Christ through his spiritual union with Him is the greatest blessing for God’s saints. The church that enjoys fellowship in the word of truth is the most blessed place on earth. Let us grow up as true brothers and sisters who can guide and be guided by one another. 

38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing”(vv.38-39)
Philip witnessed to the eunuch whose heart moaned for the truth that the word of the prophecy spoken ofby Isaiah was about Jesus Christ.  He guided the man to realize the truth about Jesus very concretely. There are many people whose hearts mourn for God’s righteousness. They don’t ask because there is no true “guide” who correctly answers their questions about the word of God. Let us build up God’s true community where every believer can comfortably ask and receive answers about the word of God in the bible. 

The eunuch asked Philip to receive baptism after realizing the truth of the gospel. Then, Philip baptized him in the water and came up out of the water together.  That is the most beautiful scene that could only happen among God’s true saints. They confirmed to each other that they died and lived with Christ together. This is the power of the gospel that guides His people to unite with Christ as well as one another.  The fellowship among God’s saints naturally takes place when they enjoy the spiritual reality of Christ together.  We don’t have to try hard to be close to each other inside the church. We need to help each other to find the truth about our new being in Christ and then we will realize the fact that we have already become one family in God. 

After the baptism, the Spirit of God took Philip away and the eunuch did not see him again. What is the message for us here? From the eunuch’s perspective, Philip played a role as an angel who delivered the message of God. He played like an ambassador of Christ through the guidance of the power of the Holy Spirit and then immediately disappeared after his job was done.  “Keep on loving(Christ’s love) each other as brothers.  2 Do not forget to entertain strangers(“xenos”: alien, host, quest – symbolize God’s people), for by so doing some people have entertained angels(“anggelos”- a messenger from God) without knowing it” (Heb. 13:1-2).  Not just anyone can be our guest but only God’s people who are thirsty and hungry for God’s truth. Those who give or receive the message of God are true angels of God. The reason why we have to respect one another is that in Christ every true believer already has become the most important ambassador of Christ for God’s kingdom. God’s saint must always be ready to go and give the right answers to those whom God elected to give salvation. 

Conclusion
There are many people around us who struggle to find truth yet haven’t discovered a true guide of God’s word yet. Do we really have the word of truth? If we have it, then God will use each one of us as a guide of His word just like He used Philip. Our church will experience the same blessing of encountering men of God who really hunger for God’s righteousness. Those who die and live again in Christ will gather and truly celebrate their salvation in the word and prayer.  If not, we will remain as an evil organization which plays around with God’s word and misuses His name for our own satisfaction. Let us focus our minds on the truth of the gospel more diligently. Let us continually experience the love and grace of God who works hard to make us true guides for His living word. Let us play the role of an angel like Philip with longsuffering and patience. 
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