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Acts 8:9-25  9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great,  10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great Power."  11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic.  12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  13 Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.  14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,  16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money  19 and said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit."  20 Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!  21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God.  22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart.  23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin."  24 Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me."  25 When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.

Summary from last week (33)
The saint’s thanksgiving should be different from that of the world. We usually give thanks to what has been good and beneficial to us. We hide unfortunate incidents and consider them to be dishonorable.   However, look at the story of the bible. Through our unfortunate events, God reveals the perfect righteousness of Christ. Furthermore, He establishes us as true blessed men of God by covering our darkness with His righteousness. Our unfortunate incidents are very painful experiences, yet it is a spiritual process of faith for our deep darkness to be revealed and be healed through the power of the gospel.   However, God does not promote misfortune in our lives. All of our misfortunes are caused by our own lustful nature for good and evil. We can’t be truly happy because our sinful nature always causes us to run a competitive race in order to gain our own satisfaction and gratification. Everyone has no choice but to pass through this lustful step, so they have to live with much pain and suffering without having true rest until their final day on earth. However, God chose His people from among them and saved them from their sins by often allowing “unfortunate” incidents in their lives so that they would realize real sin and receive the righteousness of God in Christ. Through discovering God’s grace in their sufferings and pains, they have become the sons and daughters of God’s kingdom solely relying upon Christ. 
Without knowing the mystery of Christ, everyone is unrighteous and evil. They naturally become a “stiff-necked,” “liar,” and murderer.” If God’s grace is absent in our lives, when we read the word of God, we will understand its meaning in reverse and use it as a tool in order to fulfill our lustful ambition. That is the wickedest life in God’s eyes. 
God poured out the grace and power of the Holy Spirit upon Stephen. God filled him with “the full of the Spirit” and “wisdom” so that he could preach the gospel boldly. Then, many sons of the devil arose together and tried to kill him.  Stephen was martyred like Christ. Being surrounded by God’s glory and Jesus’ presence at the final moment of his death, he realized his perfect union with Christ and gave all glory and thanksgiving to God. That symbolizes how the life and death of saints will be when they truly enjoy and boldly witness to the word of truth. 

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great (v.9)
The name, “Simon” originated from the second son of Jacob (“Simeon”). He was born of the mother named, “Leah.” The meaning of his name is “God who has heard and answered.” Leah believed that God heard her mourning and bitter heart because of Jacob’s favoritism toward her sister, “Rachel.” So He answered  her by giving her another son, “Simeon.” In fact, it can’t be said that “Simeon”(Simon) was really God’s answer, but was the result of sin borne from her selfish ambition and lustful jealousy. In order to be “someone great” in the midst of competition with her sister, Rachel, who was favored by Jacob, she gave birth to Simeon.  It was her delusion. She planned it with jealous passion wanting to believe that he was from God. Then, she named her son, “Simeon” and boasted as if God blessed her more than others. However, how was the life of Simeon indeed? Jacob, his father, prophesied about him before his death,  "Simeon and Levi are brothers-- their swords are weapons of violence.  6 Let me not enter their council, let me not join their assembly, for they have killed men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased.  7 Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel” (Gen. 49:5-7). In the history of Israel, Simeon didn’t do any great things before God, but only made great troubles with his cruelty. As a result, the tribe of Simeon received inheritance within the territory of Judah after the Canaan conquest (Joshua 19:1).  Later on, the tribe of Simeon was scattered and remained as a very insignificant tribe in the history of Israel. Ironically, many people still named their sons “Simeon” (Zech 10;31, Luke 3:30, 2:25,34, Act 15:14, 13:12).  They probably hoped to receive an answer to their prayers and for their sons to become “someone great” in the word.  Peter’s original name was also “Simeon”(Simon). He was later given the name “Peter” by Jesus (Matt.16:18).  In the bible, such men’s lustful ambition and hope is a very wicked “sin” that must be judged and sentenced to death. “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days-- and also afterward-- when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown” (Gen.6:4).  The flood of Noah was executed for the same reason. It was God’s judgment on all people who wanted to be “someone great” on earth. 

In today’s context, the man named “Simon” was a sorcerer who amazed all the people of Samaria, calling himself “Someone great.” He was boasting of his ability as if it was God’s answer and misusing God’s name in order to live on earth as “someone great.”  Many people both high and low acclaimed his great power and followed him with great respect. This is human weakness. When people see great signs and wonders, their minds get a shock and fall into confusion. They start being attracted to and captivated by the power that surpasses their logic and law. They naturally bow down before someone greater than them and worship them as their idols. That is the result of our sinful nature. Such behavior is caused by the lustful knowledge of good and evil hidden inside of all mankind.  All mankind wants to become a god and worships one who seemingly has became on a level with god as their model and idol. That is the nature of our original sin that causes our spiritual and physical death. Therefore, God gave us the “Ten Commandments.” What are they, especially the first three commandments? “You shall have no other gods before me.” “Your shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth…..” “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.” There is no other gods but God alone in heaven and earth. However, men’s lustful ambition that makes him want to be a god makes other false gods within themselves. That is the lifestyle of the totally depraved individual in mankind. That evil root of the lustful desire for good and evil in us is destroyed by the power of the cross of Jesus. Otherwise, we may live as a god figure for a while on earth gaining all respect and honor from others, yet we will be judged for eternity by the true God after our death.  Those that are spiritually blind always try to make their own idols to fulfill their own gratification and randomly misuse God’s name to boast of their own righteousness. As a matter of fact, no one is free from this evil nature and most do such spiritual crimes daily before God. Every day we commit this wicked sin either consciously or unconsciously. However, by God’s grace, His own people were set free from this spiritual crime through the blood of Christ, and now live their lives as “the least” on earth who absolutely depend upon God alone instead of still wanting to be “someone great.” “But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these”(Luke 18;16).  “And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5 "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.  6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea” (Matt.18:3-6).  The more we live as a true Christian, the more we have to act like a child before God. As our sins are continuously revealed by God’s grace, it will make us mourn our unrighteousness and bondage to sin. However, that mourning and broken heart will cause us to depend more upon God’s righteousness with thirsty and hungry hearts.  True joy and peace comes from that experience. This is the true lifestyle of Christian living.  As time goes by, we will realize that we can’t trust ourselves anymore, only God alone. When we mourn our sins, we will discover God’s perfect righteousness in Christ. Then we will understand that all the power of darkness has already fled away from us.  Look at the changing of our society.  The structure of the lustful desire for good and evil is greatly increasing. Everyone strives hard to please one another.  Everyone wants to be a god figure and makes their own idols everywhere. The compliment of either hearing and saying that “someone great” is not a good saying. It is, in fact, an evil compliment that kills one’s soul in God’s eyes.  The word, “least” is a better sound than “great.” Jesus became the least of the least, smaller than a mustard seed in order to reveal God’s glory.  In the same way, when we become “the least,” almost like “nothing,” then we can see the life of Christ truly living within us.  During our church life, if we see that our own words get louder and our own actions get bigger, we must realize that that is flowing backward from God’s grace. The church is called to reveal God’s will and power, not our own stubborn will and worldly power.

“Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw” (v.13)
God’s grace came upon Simon. During Deacon Philip’s mission trip to Samaria, many people accepted Jesus Christ as their savior after hearing the gospel message from Philip. Among them, Simon also came to believe in Jesus and began to follow Philip wholeheartedly. Simon could see the mighty work of God taking place in Philip’s ministry. In addition, he saw the apostles who joined with the Samaria mission later perform many miracles by laying their hands upon people. But a temptation arose within Simon’s heart. The darkness of his lustful desire to be “someone great” began to seize his mind and will. He offered money to the apostles if he could purchase the power of God from them.  He so desperately wanted to perform the miracles like the apostles did so as to gain huge fame and respect from others. Then Peter harshly rebuked Simon saying, "May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money!  21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right(“euthus”: straight upright, sincere) before God.”  His hidden motive that desired to follow Philip wholeheartedly was finally revealed.  It is like the same case that the twelve disciples followed Jesus with false motive until His death. They all wanted to be “someone great” by using God’s name and power.  Jesus’ disciples always fought for this reason. “Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest” (Luke22:24).  Everyone on earth runs a race with all of their heart to be the greatest, to be a god figure even using God’s and power if they can.  Only God knows our false motives. Many times we confidently think our minds and hearts are clean, yet we can’t truly recognize how badly our minds are crooked and perverted before God. Without god’s grace, we can’t ever discover about ourselves correctly.  Our deep darkness must be exposed as quickly as possible in God’s grace although it is shameful and painful. Like Peter who confidently believed himself to be the best disciple of Jesus, yet he denied Him three times at the time of crisis. We need to go through the same kind of procedure. Peter truly repented his sin after his three times of denial and was finally set free from the wicked bondage of wanting to be “someone great.” In the life of saints, God permits many incidents for us to be in the place of “self-denial” so that our lustful ambition that wants to be a renowned person can be destroyed. God’s intervention is, in fact, a great blessing and true evidence of our salvation.  Things going good or bad aren’t important. If we don’t have any experience of coming out of our bondage of sinful minds and deeds, our salvation can’t be truly accomplished.  

Peter told Simon to repent his wickedness and pray to God that he would forgive(“aphiemi”- to send away, to disregard) him for having such a thought in his heart. That is a very important prayer that we should do. No matter how hard one prays to God, if he prays with the wicked heart that wants to be “someone great,” that prayer will be an even wickeder prayer, and he will make himself fall into more legalism, mysticism, and idol worship.  Before asking God for an answer to our prayer, we should ask God first to intervene in our deep darkness and send away all of the wicked and false motives within us. Realizing our real sin and God’s righteousness is the greatest blessing. We must be free from the deception of Satan who continually prompts us to be a “someone great” in the world.  

Conclusion
What is the good news of the gospel? Christ Jesus set us free from our lustful ambition and fights to be “someone great” in the world. By the blood of Christ, God saved us from the wicked sin of our lustful knowledge for good and evil. God gave us a great gift, that is the power of the Holy Spirit to overcome the deception of Satan, so we can now enjoy true freedom and rest in the Lord. Look at all the worldly craving, desire and competition. Our mental and physical suffering is being increased more and more each day. Our generation is becoming wickeder than ever. Our spiritual problems can only be solved through the power of the gospel given to us by Christ.  God appoints all of us as messengers of the gospel to save our loving families, neighbors, and the next generation. Let us deliver the true message of the gospel. There is no more old “I”, but only Christ’s wonderful image working within us. Let us confirm this wonderful truth every day and pray for the filling of the Holy Spirit to overcome any temptation that comes from Satan.  Let Christ’s true fragrance be sent forth from our team ministry. Then, an amazing revival will take place in this land. Everyone will be healed and restored in the Lord.  Everyone will be strong in God’s grace. We will live as “someone great” approved by God alone.  “I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it” (Matt.11:11-12). The One whose life is continuously intervened in and invaded by God’s grace is the truly blessed 
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