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Acts 5:33-42   33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death.  34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while.  35 Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men.  36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing.  37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered.  38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God."  40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.  42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ. 

Summary from last week (30)
To those who are broken hearted and captive to the evil spirit, only the life of the gospel is the solution. However, if the true gospel is not delivered, the word of God becomes a judgmental tool and kills their souls. Why do we see that our society becomes more hostile to our Christianity?  Of course, there are more false prophets rising from many false religious groups and other worldly darknesses that stand against us. However, what really hurts our minds is that among those who stand against Christianity, many of them used to go to church in their past life, but they now hold big a misunderstanding and have resentment toward the church and God.  All churches are responsible for this matter. It is because we didn’t preach and teach the gospel correctly.  Although we try to speak about the word of God, we, indeed, cast out those who are broken hearted and captive to the evil spirit. However, if the true gospel message is recorded within them, they will come back to the church because only the gospel message can recover their wounded souls.   Their sufferings and hardships are within God’s predestined decree, so the gospel can truly guide their journey to find the full life of God again.  We need to raise up workers of God who can deliver this spiritual perspective of the gospel. The living water of truth flows through those who found the light of life and grace in the midst of their deep darkness. The deep darkness made them hungry and thirsty for God’s righteousness and led them to follow the reality of the true light. 

The Pharisee named Gamaliel’s Suggestion
When the gospel movement rose up more strongly, those religious leaders in authority tried to put the apostles into prison and kill them.  But among them, a Pharisee named Gamaliel gave them advice for a better solution. Gamaliel was the most influential religious leader and progressive law-scholar among the Jews at that time.  The Apostle Paul was educated under him before he was born again in Christ (Acts22:3).  Gamaliel tried to appease the Sanhedrin leaders who were extremely irritated with the apostles’ continuous preaching and teaching about Jesus in public. He suggested to them that they should tolerate the apostles’ gospel movement. He gave examples of those inflammatory movements that rose up for a short period in the past and then later completely disappeared.  He insisted on their continuous observation of this gospel movement in the same way instead of forcing them to stop.  “For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God”(vv.38-39).   His noninterference attitude seemed to be very logical and spiritual, yet it actually shows his ignorance and limitation about the true spiritual reality. He was the man who received the most honor and respect from all of the Jewish people for his spiritual leadership. However, he couldn’t discern whether the apostles’ “purpose” and “activity” came from God or not.
All he could say was to keep watching over their movement and judge it by their outcome. He just considered them to be the same as the past movements led by some ambitious men. That shows his spiritual ignorance that was bound to legalism and his lustful standard for good and evil.  He believed that if the movement came from man, it would scatter and disappear as time goes by.  His words seem to justify that their religious movement named “Pharisees” or “Sadducees” came from God.  They were proud of their “purpose” and “activity” coming from God.   They gained large wealth and power as a result, and furthermore, they were a big influence in every part of their society.  However, we must remember that Jesus cursed them harshly saying to them that they are “sons of a viper” and “liars.”  They never came to realize God’s true “purpose” and “activity” and eventually stood against God most wickedly. 

What is God’s message here that He tries to deliver to us? What is the true “purpose” and “activity” that come from God? How should they begin and end up? Gamaliel’s principle is very legalistic and humanistic. It is not the gospel way of thinking.  In fact, Gamaliel’s “purpose” and “activity” didn’t come from God. His ideology can’t be a true indicator to measure what is right and wrong.  Look at the examples in the bible. In many cases, Satan’s wicked scheme seems to be winning over God’s divine plans which seem to be failing from a short-term and human perspective.  Gamaliel didn’t understand the gospel’s principle, which is that God brings out His light and life out of our deep darkness experienced in the midst of our failure and sufferings.  His great legalistic knowledge made him spiritual blind.

We must discern Satan’s deception very carefully. We can’t simply state that large-sized churches understand God’s “purpose” and do His “activity” better.  Gathering in a big group and conducting a huge event successfully in the church doesn’t mean that it is a true gospel movement.  A ministry that has run for a long period of time doesn’t always prove Gods’ life is being sustained in it. The apostle warned us that,  “After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?”(Gal. 3:3).  “Scattering” could sometimes be God’s plan. Always gathering well and always working successfully don’t mean that you have God’s grace and blessing.  In order to scatter my deep darkness and fill my heart with true life, God will stop my plan and work at any time.  “You have rejected(scattered) us, O God, and burst forth upon us; you have been angry-- now restore us!”(Psalm 60:1).  “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed”(Luke20;18).  The stone of Jesus falls upon us to break our stony hearts and scatter our lustful desire and pride. However, when God’s grace intervenes in us, our souls will be established firmly upon the rock of truth through our union with the life of Christ.  Before true restoration can be completed, it requires the crumbling of our old nature that is bound to our lustful desire for good and evil.  Therefore, all the hardships and sufferings that took place in the life of the saints becomes a process of entering into the true blessing of experiencing the real life of Christ. 



The “Purpose”(counsel) and “Activity”(work)
All the “purpose” and “activity” that comes from man is legalistic and humanistic.  We have no choice but to judge everything by its visible result.  All men have the inclination to reach the highest level possible in order to make their name renowned. They have to use their own efforts and labors to gain their aims.  They are acclaimed when their purpose and activity get popular and tolerated by the majority of their peer group.  However, all men’s purpose and activity are so selfish and wicked. Every time their purpose, goal, and will are changed to reach their goals.  To justify their activity, they have to lie and deceive through all kind of methods. Look at the history of our politics, economy, and cultures.  People with worldly power and authority continually have made false ideologies to justify their activities.  People naturally think their “purpose” and “activity” are right when the results are favored by a majority.

The “purpose” and “activity” that come from God can never be realized correctly by the standards of a totally depraved mankind. They are only realized by God’s grace alone.  In another words, only the true purpose and activity approved by God are produced in Christ alone. The word, “purpose”(boule) means “desire, will, and counsel.” What is God’s holy will and purpose?  “In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will”(Eph. 1:11). God already planted His will, purpose, and counsel in the hearts of His chosen children who are predestined to receive the inheritance of God’s kingdom in Christ. The predestined result is already set up for His children. The result is not gained according to our own “purpose” and “activity.” The Holy Spirit guides our hearts and minds to gain the reality of the result that was already established through Christ.  Christ demolished all of our sins on the cross and renewed our status completely through the Holy Spirit. We already became a new creation regardless of our own efforts and labors (predestined result). He made us in such a new way like “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,  a holy nation ”and “an ambassador of Christ” (1 Peter 2:9).  Now we have to walk through a journey of faith to realize and experience this amazing blessing. Therefore, God continually tears down all of our legalistic, religious, and humanistic “purpose” and “activity” based on our lustful desire for good and evil.    Look at how all of our ancestors in the bible walked through their ways. There was God’s divine calling upon their life. But since then, their worldly “purposes” and “activities” had been lost one by one so that they could realize God’s predestined inheritance more realistically.  To Christians, doing right or wrong is not important as a first priority. Gaining approval and compliments from their fellow man is not more important than discovering the mystery of Christ.  Many times, those worldly purposes and activities become a real hindrance to gaining the true spiritual reality in Christ. Our disappointment in people and our disrespect for environments that once we trusted are not an accident.  More than anything, our failures from our own purposes and activities is God’s divine purpose and activity.  We can gain the true life of God in the midst of our deep darkness while going through the life of wilderness.  We can find God’s desired purpose and holy activity in our life when our worldly “purpose” and “activity” stop. 

Galamliel tried to judge the gospel movements by watching their outcome according to his own standard. The apostles did not have any interest in their evaluation and judgment.   Their purpose was not to gather their own power and build their own influential group.  Truth is not determined by the number and size of a group. There are only a few who understand truth in this way. "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it”(Matt.7;13-14).

“The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.  42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ”(vv. 41-42)

Galmaliel and the other Pharisees who considered themselves to be pious believers had interest only in gaining more of their fame and glory from others. But the apostles’ “purpose” and “activity” were aimed at “suffering disgrace” for the name of Christ.  They considered this suffering of shame to be the true worth of their living.  The destination of our faith is different from other religions.  When we preach Christ, why do we receive “suffering disgrace” instead of compliments?  The gospel labels all worldly “purpose” and “activity” as “darkness” that has no life.  The gospel continually leads us to the place of “nothingness” so that we may know how this lifeless darkness occupied every aspect of our life.  But at the same time, by God’s grace, we are made and molded to reveal the life of Christ.  With the absence of the mystery of Gods’ grace in one’s life, the true gospel message is indeed very uncomfortable to those who pursue their worldly success.  We will be like those Pharisees who called Jesus “Satan” because the gospel message becomes a stumbling block to our “purpose” and “activity” which aims at worldly success.  However, the apostles who realized the mystery of life in Christ greatly rejoiced when they suffered disgrace for the name of Christ.  How do I know that I possess the life of Christ? First, by giving the life of Christ to others, I can confirm that I posses it.  Secondly, when I deliver the mystery of the gospel message, those who belong to the worldly darkness will be ignorant of my message and react with contempt and anger.  However, those who are chosen by God’s grace will accept with great joy.  This testifies that we are the true “witness” of Christ. “If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you” (John 15:19).

The apostles’ only interest was to proclaim the good news every day and every place as much as possible regardless of how many people followed them. This is the lifestyle of one who lives with the true “purpose” and “activity” of the gospel.  Not being bound to people or circumstance, but enjoying freedom in Christ all the time, we must try our best to deliver the life-giving message to anyone who wants to hear. Especially with those who are broken hearted and captive to the evil spirit, we must share God’s true message and love. 

Conclusion 
The “purpose” and “activity’ found in the gospel can’t be the same as the worldly “purpose” and “activity.” Those who deeply enjoy the gospel’s truth do not judge and aren’t’ judged by the worldly “purpose” and “activity.”  “You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one”(John 8:15).  We shouldn’t be deceived and bound by the worldly judgment. Without transformation of our worldly standard and ideology through the gospel, we will always be happy or sad by the worldly judgment.  Christ’s “purpose” and “activity” set us free from the worldly judgment and even more gives us spiritual authority and power which the world can’t bear.  Let us continue to know Christ more.  Let us pass down the mystery of Christ to our next generation diligently and establish them as true servants of Christ.  
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