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32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.  34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement),  37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.

Summary from last week (27)
All the suffering and hardship of our past, present, and future are within God’s predestination. Without God’s grace that enables us to see our whole life with this spiritual perspective, our life will be just like a broken puzzle that adds more confusion, scars, and misunderstanding against God. The truth of the gospel leads us to the reality of the light through the darkness of our scars, confusion, and suffering. The Holy Spirit faithfully guides us to see the truth that our whole life will be like putting a puzzle together as one perfect picture that reveals our reality united with Christ.  All of our suffering and hardship helps us gain the spiritual mind of God who designs and completes the history of our lives. So, the more we gain this spiritual mindset, the more we won’t be bound to what we see and hear from the world. Having this predestined perspective, God wants us to pray that the word of the gospel will be preached more boldly through our mouths. Most people in the world hold anger against God and trust their own administration in their life because they were deceived by the devil’s lies especially with respect to their suffering and hardship.  However, God’s chosen people correctly understand that their suffering and hardship were predestined by God and put their trust absolutely in God’s administration of their lives for the rest of their lives. 

“One in heart and mind”
The power of the gospel unites everyone’s heart as one. “All the believers” experienced and possessed the same one heart and soul when they saw the gospel message powerfully preached and the great miracles preformed in the midst of their predestined suffering and hardship.  They all gained Christ’s heart and discovered “oneness”(“ehad”- one and only, primary) in Christ with each other. This “oneness” is like when “a man will leave his father and his mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh”(Gen.2:24). It is also like grafting into the “only One and who is good(“agathos” – absolute goodness)”(Matt.19:17).  This oneness reforms our whole being into Christ who is the perfect image of God(Gen 1:27). The totally depraved mankind can never become a one minded community through their own efforts. Only through the gospel, can  we all become one body united with truth.  “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called--  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all”(Eph.4:3-6).  Everyone is bound to their lawful nature rooted in their lustful desire for good and evil.  They have no choice but to misunderstand, hate, and fight always. Christ is the only solution. God’s salvation restores us into the image of Christ as His Spirit demolishes our wicked lawful nature and unites us with Christ. If anyone can’t realize and experience this mystery of the gospel, he will be more separated from others as well as from God eternally, thus ending his life in hell.

“No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had”
Amazing works continually took place here. No one claimed any of his possessions as his own, but they shared everything with others. They realized in the gospel that all their possessions (huparchonta – begin to exist under, at hand) which used to define their being and core value could no longer hold them in the same way.  Only through Christ who made “I”,  the true “I” can be revealed and recognized. Without knowing Christ, the “I” whom I know will always be judged by the possessions of the world and I will live as a being bound to its judgment. When we discover the true “I” united with truth in Christ, we can let go any of our possessions which we used to hold as idols without any hesitation. “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them-- yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me” (1 Cor.15:10).
Those who found the new “I” in Christ began to share(koinos<sun: union, resemblance) everything with others.  No one shares everything except with their own family. They realized others’ desperate needs as if the needy were their own brothers and sisters and began to help them unreservedly. Our depraved minds caused by sin naturally judge and classify others according to their possessions. We divide good and evil and share our possessions partially according to our lustful standards. However, when the Holy Spirit worked over them, they were set free from those good and evil lust and judgment. This is more than just a character change.  Their spiritual perspective was completely reformed in the gospel. Everyone discovered all together the same divine mission called by God. They wanted to support their spiritual brothers and sisters with their possessions so that they could be established as true workers of God. Their priority was primarily set upon them enjoying and sharing the living word of God all together. For this divine mission, they could share “any of their possessions” wholeheartedly.

For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales (v.34)
When Apostles continued to witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, those believers filled with the Holy Spirit began to sell their properties in order to share with those who were in need. What are the most important possessions in our life? Probably they are our “lands” or “houses.” We shouldn’t interpret this text incorrectly.  Without a clear purpose and vision for the gospel, the act of offering one’s own properties can’t be considered as true faith. There was a definite cause for them to do such radical action for the church.  Their offerings were not just purposed to help the poor. “Those needy persons” were ones who experienced the “abundant grace” of God and dedicated their lives to witness to the gospel at their own risk. They were ready to be a martyr for the gospel. In order to support, protect, train, and establish them as soldiers of Christ, those believers within the same community voluntarily and generously began to offer their possessions as much as possible. 
The act of selling their lands and houses symbolizes Christ’s redemptive work. For example, Boaz exercised his responsibility to do “Goel”(sometimes translated kinsman-redeemer)  in order to redeem the Moabitess Ruth who was desperately in need as his bride. The “go-el” means “to redeem, to avenge, to compensate, or to perform the role of kinsman.”  Leviticus 25:23-25 explains this “go-el” rite more specifically. “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.  24 Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land.  25 "'If one of your countrymen becomes poor and sells some of his property, his nearest relative is to come and redeem what his countryman has sold.” Ruth was a gentile woman and suffered financially because of her husband’s death and famine in the land. However, through her suffering, she was able to gain faith from God and decided to follow the advice of her mother-in-law, Naomi. She decided to carry on the inheritance of an Israelite family, Elimelech, from Bethlehem, and sacrificed her life to marry a man named Boaz who was a close relative of Naomi’s husbands’ family. In chapter four of Ruth, Boaz discussed with the other male relatives his responsibility of “goel” for her family and fulfilled his duty faithfully. As a result, Boaz and Ruth married and had a son named Obed: who is “the father of Jesse, the father of David” (Ruth 4:13-17).  “Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, "Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.  10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from the town records. Today you are witnesses!"  11 Then the elders and all those at the gate said, "We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem.  12 Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah”(Ruth4:9-12).
The relief of the poor in today’s text symbolizes Christ’s redemptive work.  Every Believer felt the absolute need of supporting those who were in need financially as well as spiritually so that they wouldn’t be deceived by the lies of the world in regard to their poor circumstance. They wanted to take care of the needy believers as if they were their own family praying that they would be established as true workers for the gospel.
Helping the poor is a beautiful act of the church’s ministry. However, during the church’s relief ministry, the gospel message should be correctly proclaimed and the redemptive act of Christ must be exercised. God’s church is not a relief organization that helps out the poor.  Helping the poor is one of the important means to accomplish the redemptive work of Christ.  Relief must be exercised first toward the true believers of God. Through the means of “poorness”, God’s people realize their spiritual hunger and thirst for God. Now as their needs are resolved, they can fully focus on God’s mission.  

“Those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need”
The money gained from the sales of the possessions was laid at the apostles’ feet. The apostles were in charge of distributing the money to the needy people.  They were united to work together to fulfill God’s redemptive work. This verse shouldn’t be misinterpreted. We can see many heretical people sell their possessions and offer them to their religious leaders or organizations. The word, “put”(tithemi – put in order) means “not going ahead of what God has put in order.”  True “relief” must follow the guidance of God according to His order. During the relief ministry, we need to use great wisdom and spiritual discernment. There probably were many poor people among believers. There were many things that needed to be filled during the relief. Therefore, putting their possessions at(“para”-beside, close) the apostles’ feet(“pous”) means entrusting all supervision of the relief ministry to their spiritual leaders so that the gospel ministry could be carried out truthfully and in harmony.  The word, “feet” figuratively means submission of the enemy before the Messiah(Psalm 110:1, Matt.22:44, Acts2:35). “The LORD says to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”(Psalm 110:1). The purpose of relief is to make the gospel the true gospel. “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand(aristeles: opposite to right, being bound to the law) know what your right hand(“dexious”< “dekomai”i: “receive”) is doing,  4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matt.6:3-4).  Through our relief ministry, the true power of the gospel must be revealed. It must be different from those relief ministries practiced by other religions. True relief ministry in the gospel must have a clear goal; that is releasing the love of Christ so that people may understand more clearly the truth of Christ and experience their true union with Christ. For this purpose, those possessions offered by faith and love are used.

“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement),  37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet”(v.36). 

As a good example, the person named “Barnabas” appears next in order to explain to us what true relief ministry is. His name is Joseph which symbolizes the true church of God who gave birth to Christ Jesus. His nick name “Barnabas” means “Son of Encouragement.” “Encouragement” (paraklesis)’s noun form is “parakletos” that points to “the Holy Spirit” who is also called “helper, comforter, or mediator.” The man of the Holy Spirit, the man who obeys the will of the Holy Spirit, Barnabas appears and demonstrates his offerings so that every believer would truly be comforted and established more faithfully in the gospel. 
One of our main purposes for our offering is to give birth to true descendants of Christ in the gospel. Let us harmonize our faith with our possessions wisely and faithfully to expand the ministry of the gospel. 
Conclusion
For the sake of the redemptive work of the gospel, God gave us wealth and uses our offerings.  God reforms our minds once taken by the worldly wealth so that we now give our offering to God in order to give birth to the descendants of Christ. Let us realize the truth of the gospel more diligently and grow as Spirit-filled workers of God for the gospel. Let God bless our wealth for the gospel’s evangelism and mission. Let us pray that God may use our wealth to establish true soldiers of Christ among God’s families in our church. 
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