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23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.  24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.  25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: "'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?  26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.'  27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.  29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.  30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."  31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Summary from last week (26)
The truth of the gospel makes and molds us “unlearned and ignorant men” if nonbelievers see us from the worldly perspective. The truth is the study of God that can’t be contained in our corrupted vessel through our secular language and knowledge. That is why Jesus took His disciples to the wilderness and very privately trained them for a long period of time with His heavenly knowledge. We must be experts in the gospel. However, its method is not through sophisticated skills, but only through God’s sovereign rule. By continually revealing our lustful desire for good and evil to us, God dominates our whole being with the perfect newness of Christ (“neos” – the essentially new being, Christ).  We naturally separate everything when we speak and act in order to fulfill our own gratification. However, God opens our eyes to see the whole truth about His world and draw a picture of our life in the context of His predestined plan and sovereign rules. We gain spiritual minds and realize His amazing decree and specific guidance for His chosen people which began before the creation and lasts forever. The more we realize the mystery of the gospel, the more we find ourselves being set free from the bondage of our past, present, and future. We are being recreated as sons and daughters of truth who solely rely upon God. This is the true “boldness” that God wants to give His children.  The “boldness” that comes from self-realization and self-satisfaction is a false temperament before God’s eyes.  Only by our seeing and realizing the truth in Christ is the life of true “boldness” given to us by God. We should gain this boldness more in the gospel and grow as soldiers of Christ who can give birth to spiritual descendants of God.  Those who wrestle in faith in order to bear spiritual descendants of God through preaching and teaching truth in the gospel are the only true “righteous” men approved by God.

“When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them”(v.24)
Their fellow believers’ great fear and anxiety turned into overflowing joy when they saw that Peter and John were released and heard their great testimony of how they preached the gospel boldly in spite of the great threat to them and their persecution. They began to pray to God with joy and thanksgiving. Their prayer was a quote from David’s confession written in Psalm 2:1-2. They saw the fulfilling of the word prophesied through the mouth of David in their present time. All the suffering and pain taking place in the life of God’s saints are laid under God’s predestined provision. So, we have to see how the prophetic word of the living God is fulfilled through His grace in the midst of our hardships and sufferings.  God wants to reveal to us our new status and authority given by Christ especially through our hardships and sufferings. He wants us to expose all lies of the world (man’s partial judgments and opinions) and witness truth (the whole picture of God’s sovereign will and judgment). The world killed Christ and celebrated their winning over Christians, yet from a spiritual perspective, it was a predestined event that took place under God’s sovereignty. God didn’t make a mistake about our sufferings and pains. The true reality of God’s light can only be seen in the midst of our deep darkness. The confession of David, "Sovereign Lord, you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them”(v.24), will be also truly recognized in our lives by God’s grace found in our deepest darkness.  So, God allows our big or small trials in order to lead His chosen people to the truth. We shouldn’t be deceived by lies but trust God’s spiritual laws which reveal His light out of our darkness. God is training us in the world so that we can spiritually see the reality that already has been established within us through Christ.

The word, “nation”(ethnos<edo: “familiar habits and practice”) points to all people who are unsaved because they follow the worldly customs and ideologies bound to the lustful law for good and evil. Why do they rage (“phruasso”~ “brucho”: gnash)? It is because they can’t eat the bread of truth on their own. This “gnashing” is caused by severe hatred (Job16:9, Psalm35:16, 37:12) or bitter despair(Psalm112;10, Matt.13:42, Luke13:28). The “teeth” helps our digestion by smashing the food they eat. But why do they gnash with hatred and anger? They can’t chew and smash truth through their own legalistic, religious, and humanistic way. So they can’t even bite a piece of truth and have empty mouths.   The bread of truth can be eaten and digested only through God’s grace. Without God’s grace, truth can’t be realized. Even more, the message of truth never helps us to fulfill our own gratification. Truth will become bitter instead of being tasteful to those who do not know Gods’ grace. Jesus gave us an example through a message of the parable about “weeding.”  “The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin(“skandalon”- make one’s feet fall through legalistic labors) and all who do evil(“anomia”- the lawlessness of God’s grace and life). They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt.13:41-42). All of one’s legalistic and religious life will cause one to fall into severe hatred and despair against God.
There is another word, “anger” or “rage”(orgizo). The word, “anger” (orgizo <orge <oregomai) originally means “stretch out oneself, desire to gain oneself.”  Adam tried to stretch out (“salach”) his own hand to eat the fruit from the tree of life after eating the fruit from the forbidden tree. This is “lustful” sin (epithumia<epi+thumos: rage<thuo: kill, sacrifice). People try to stretch out their hand to gain eternal life through their own sacrifices at any cost(legalism), yet when God does not accept them, they become outraged against God, just like Cain. All the hatred of men comes from unreasoned of lustful desire for idol worship. 

People also “plot(meletao – meditate, interest, plan) in vain(kenos: emptiness).” This means “running wholeheartedly for something that is lifeless and empty.”  Many people throw their ball with maximum effort and fight until their death for something that will soon fade away.  They always try to run everything to fulfill their momentary pleasure.  Only they ignore the truth of Christ Jesus on their way. However, God’s saints put their trust in God’s administration. “To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue.  2 All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD.  3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed”(Proverb 16:1-3).  Although our plans and actions always come from our lustful desire, God’s grace intervenes in and turns our way to trust His perfect plan and management works through the process of our self-denial in our wilderness life.

The kings of the earth take their “stand” (pariskeni – stand beside) and gather together with the rulers against God.  To make their names renowned, they pretend to know truth and gather their powers to make their tower higher and higher in the world.  This lustful ambition of mankind is already seen in the Fall.  When the time had come, Jesus Christ came to earth. Then, all the evil forces gathered their power and killed Christ. Yet it was actually God’s plan to have them do such an evil thing. Through Christ, the realty of the real evil force was fully exposed to the world.  In addition, God’s people finally began to realize the reality of truth and discern it from the devil’s lies. Christ’s suffering and death seemed to show His defeat, yet it was God’s predestined plan and provision to save His own people from their sins, leading them to the true light of God out of their sinful darkness in the world. When the gospel message is truthfully preached, all of the lies (legalism, mysticism, humanism, and religions) won’t be hidden but will be revealed.  It is ordained that all kings and rulers (simply nonbelievers) of the world will gather more power to stand against Christ.  The church of God must continually preach and teach the true gospel and strive together to make the gospel the true gospel in all situations. All sufferings and hardships are the natural outcome as the result of our preaching the true gospel.  If the world likes our gospel message so much, then our gospel is not the true gospel. When God’s chosen people come to church and hear the true message of the gospel, they will first respond to it with confusion, desperation, disappointment, and even anger because their hidden sins are continually exposed. However, they will soon realize God’s amazing grace which recreates them as new creations by the means of continuous sufferings and hardships. Realizing more of God’s divine decrees and provision in the midst of their old self being broken down, they will truly honor and praise Him. 

“Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and The people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.” (v.27)
God’s saint must clearly realize the mystery of “predestination.” The word, “beforehand”(proorizo) means “to bind, appoint, and declare beforehand.” “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified” (Rom.8:29-30). We should correctly understand this amazing mystery of “predestination.” Otherwise, our faith will be strangely distorted to liberalism. “Predestination” is God’s provision for His people to gain the mystery of Christ as their true reality. It doesn’t mean that everything is set up beforehand for our life, so we can live in any way we want and God still saves us.  In order to reveal the reality of Christ’s light and life to His elected people, God always goes ahead of us and leads us through His Sprit to the way where our lustful sins for good and evil are continually exposed. And then, with His rod, God disciplines and scourges His sons in order to lead us to the perfect union with Christ.  Falling into temptation is not God’s predestination but due to our sin as we open a door to the devil’s deception. Our sins will still be forgiven yet disciplined harshly until we clearly realize the reality of our deep darkness so, we will never turn around and accept the same deception.  God allows sufferings and hardships to His saints according to His predestination. These are given for us to realize the spiritual reality of the false and empty administration of the world and the idol worships practiced by worldly people. Our suffering and hardship cause us to deny those false standard and backgrounds.  They cause us to trust solely in God’s administration by seeing our true realty, that is Christ’s union with us.  This amazing mystery of “predestination” continually leads us to realize God’s amazing passion and effort.  He establishes His people as true works of the gospel in order to shine His light in the world. To God’s saints, all sufferings and hardships are the “predestined events” that can’t happen without Gods’ supervision.

“They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.  29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness”(vv.28-29) 
Let us examine how the prayer of God’s people was changed after seeing the miracle. They don’t pray anymore that they can be saved from their sufferings and healed from their sickness. Instead, no matter how hard their hardships are, they ask God to fill their hearts with the power of the Holy Spirit so that they will preach the gospel with “great boldness(parrhesia- tell the whole truth without hiding).” Without separating truth according to either my lustful desire or others’ lustful standards, they want to testify to the whole truth from God’s predestined perspective.  They ask God to “stretch out” His hand to harvest His own crops when they deliver the message of the gospel.  Stretching our hand to gain the fruit of life is sin.  God has to stretch His hand and feed us the fruit of life. When He stretches His hand, true healing and miracles will take place through the name of Jesus Christ. Our main job is to correctly testify to the word of God, and then follow the move of the Holy Spirit who breaks the bondages of our sins and heals our mental, spiritual, and physical sicknesses.  True “signs and wonders” of God are not just the performance of miracles. But they lead us to realize the spiritual reality of God’s predestined plans for His people. For example, the crippled man was not just healed, but also became a great witness to testify to the name of Christ with great authority given by God. The greatest miracle that God performs is for us to realize the truth of Christ, to become a Christocentric person, and to testify to the whole truth about Christ. 


“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly”(v.31)
God’s people inside the meeting place felt “shaken”(saleuo-stroms, waves, overthrow) after they prayed.  When the people, who were united as one, truthfully prayed what God exactly wanted them to ask, they felt the power of the Holy Spirit filling their hearts like a great earthquake shaking their meeting place. It was not by the result of their loud and long prayer. God wasn’t touched by their great zeal and passion in prayer.  Having truthful content in their prayer is more important than speaking a form of truth. Likewise, having true content of prayer is more important than prayer posture. When God’s people saw the work of truth predestined by God, their hearts were united as one and they prayed together wholeheartedly about what they really had to ask. That is “to speak Your words with great boldness.” This confession was the gift of God given to those who could see the predestined event in the midst of their sufferings and hardships.  The mystery of God’s decree, predestination, and provision is realized as true reality many times in the midst of our great trials and sufferings. The world can’t understand this amazing truth with their s own knowledge and power. However, God stretches out His hand to save His own people from the world and train them in the wilderness through many hardships so that they will preach this great mystery of the gospel with boldness. 

Conclusion
When we look back at the whole life that we walked through, there has been much confusion, chaos, and pains caused by our hardship and sufferings. We became like a broken jar. However, God’s saints must see those unhappy incidents and painful experiences through the eyes of God’s predestination. Nothing happened by chance. When we begin to see everything by faith from God’s predestined perspective, every puzzle will be put together as one picture. Every suffering and hardship was predestined for God’s saints to realize the true reality of Christ, to unite and walk with Christ as one, and to witness to Christ boldly as a whole truth.  Discovery of Christ is a great blessing. Yet living in the wilderness of the world by depending solely upon Christ is God’s gift and grace allowed only for God’s chosen people. God establishes His own “remnants” who absolutely depend upon and testify to the name of Christ in this world.  Through their preaching the word of God, the lies of the world will be continually exposed and judged, and those whom God elected to save will be saved according to His timetable.
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