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Acts 4:13-23  13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.  14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.  15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together.  16 "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it.  17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name."  18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  19 But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God.  20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."  21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened.  22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.  23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.

Summary from last week(25)
The concept of the resurrection can’t be defined correctly by man’s own knowledge. Many religions have their own ideas about the afterlife, yet their ideas are nothing but their imagination. Only the gospel correctly tells us the true mystery and blessing of the resurrection.  God Himself, that was Jesus, came down and revealed to us the reality of the resurrection through various messages and miracles. The resurrection is our union with Christ Jesus. It is a spiritual experience by which one is recreated as a new creation through his death and resurrection with Christ on the cross. Its reality is experienced in the present time, so the future promise of our complete resurrection is desperately awaited as our only true hope. We witness the evidence of the resurrection as we discover our new being, being recreated in the name of Christ and coming out of our old self. We find our new attribute in our old self; enjoying the mystery of Christ, depending solely upon Christ, and testifying about Christ. Our transformation doesn’t mean just a better maturity changed from our old self, but a completely new being is reformed from our old self that is only made possible through the work of the Holy Spirit. Our new heavenly figure is discovered as our old self that used to be bound to the law is affected by the essentially new being (Jesus Christ). We are made afresh in Christ and set free from the law as a result. Furthermore, we are established as precious workers of God, who can testify about Jesus Christ through a new tongue given by the Holy Spirit. 

The name and authority of Jesus can’t be realized or gained by man’s wisdom and method. Our humanistic method will rather make the truth of the gospel more corrupted. Our trials to build our own tower of Babel with our lustful desire for good and evil must be exposed and forgiven, so that we will realize the reality of the “rock” of our salvation, Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ unites us with Him, accepts us as His brides, and gives us abundant grace so that we may clearly realize the truth hidden in the gospel as well as all of the lies in the world. The truth that leads us to salvation in Christ is only possible through the work of the Holy Spirit initiated by God’s grace.

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus”(v.13)
Peter and John used to be fisher men. Some scholars insist that they both came from a wealthy family background because they possessed their own boats. However, it seems that they didn’t have any better family or educational backgrounds than those who ruled the society. They came from the Galilee region and were regarded as “unschooled, ordinary men”(“idiotes”: “an learned, unskilled” < “Idios”: “private, separate”). From a worldly perspective, they definitely didn’t belong to a recognized and popular group. However, we can’t also easily assume that they were poorer or more uneducated than the average person. God did not simply use them because they were part of the lower class in society. From a spiritual perspective, Jesus chose them and trained them harshly in the wilderness in order to make them look like “idiots” based on worldly standards and judgments.  For more than three years, Jesus trained them in the truth of the word. In the wilderness, through very private ways, Jesus spiritually trained individuals in order to separate them from their worldly standards and corrupted knowledge. As a result, all of their lustful words and standards were taken away and received a new tongue and spiritual wisdom through the power of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. If anyone receives private training for more than three years, he will be an expert in a certain area.  However, instead of being an expert, Jesus’ disciples lost all of their own beliefs, worldviews, and confidence that were deeply rooted in the world through Jesus’ private training over those three years. As a result, they were considered to be “idiots” who were completely unflavored by the world.  The gospel can’t be a popular message. It is a very private and secret. In addition, it separates us from our old self. The gospel is corrupted when worldly methods and skills are grafted into it. The gospel must be separated from our humanistic ways and grounded in the rock of Jesus alone.  It takes a long time for this reformation to be assimilated. Each one of us has to do spiritual warfare while “the essentially new being”(“neos”: Jesus) in us transforms our old nature of the law into the new nature of God’s grace.  The Apostle Paul confessed, “I may not be a trained speaker(“idiots logos”), but I do have knowledge. We have made this perfectly clear to you in every way”(2 Cor.11:6). He was, in fact, a great speaker. However, the more he realized the truth of the gospel message, the more he found himself being a spiritual “idiot” and separated from the world.  It is not easy to discover the true knowledge of the gospel, yet it is much harder to deliver the message of truth as it was originally delivered by God.  Using human languages and level of understanding, the gospel message can be easily misunderstood and distorted. The Holy Spirit must move upon our hearts and replace our corrupted languages with His new tongue which makes us correctly proclaim the gospel message.

“The courage of Peter and John”
There are people in the world who can speak very boldly and confidently about their own opinions. It can be their gift and talent from birth.  However, the word here, “courage” doesn’t mean such a human gift and talent. The word, “courage”(“parrhesia”: “pas”+”leo”: tell everything truthfully without hesitation”) means “proclamation of truth without mixing it with man’s lustful desire for good and evil.” Truth is not like our human words which are always divided, separated, and fabricated to fulfill one’s self-gratification.  Without realizing the truth of the gospel, we have no choice but to lie always. We untruthfully tell something in part for the sake of our own profit. Therefore, Jesus called the Pharisees “liars” and “the sons of a vapor.” Liar is not just someone who tells lies. If anyone can’t testify to the whole truth, he will always falsely testify to everything for himself by sitting in the place of God. For example, there is a scene that partially shows a great mountain and beautiful rivers flowing along. However, if we see the whole scene, the river will soon be turned into a terrible waterfall falling from a high cliff. If we can’t see the whole scene but only partially see it, then we might confidently tell others to go and take a tour on the river. That is actually cursing because the whole truth is not told, but only partially imagined. Then, we will be liars.  The person who listened to us will be put to death because of our lies spoken in so much confidence. Without our union with Christ Jesus who know the whole truth and rules over all things, all of our spoken words are lies.  

Peter and John testified to the truth through the work of the Holy Spirit. The truth taught by Jesus very privately in the long journey through the wilderness is now realized by them. They became men of God who can tell others the whole truth which points to the mystery of Christ alone. In the same way, we don’t testify to our own understanding and judgment, but to the pure word of truth given by the Holy Spirit, the world of Christ Jesus. Testifying to the mystery of Jesus Christ is the only true display of “courage” or “boldness.”  Speaking skillfully with a loud voice and enthusiasm is not “courage.”  It is just a good skill, a method developed by man.  The gospel message can be destroyed by those humanistic ways. Jesus never taught His disciples such humanistic skills and methods, not even once. “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you”(John 14:26).  “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say,  20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you” (Matt.10:19-20).  This is the true evidence of the resurrection. The Holy Spirit gives us a new tongue to testify to the truth. We have to continually listen to the word of truth, meditate on it, and put it into our vessel so that the Holy Spirit can use us to speak truth.
 
“There was nothing they could say”
At this hearing, everyone was shocked by their remarkable changes. They felt an irresistible power coming out of their mouth. More surprisingly, they found Peter and John, Jesus’ disciples who, they thought, completely had run away and disappeared upon Jesus’ death. Both the crippled man and they were boldly testifying to the message of Jesus with such amazing authority, just as was demonstrated in the same way through Jesus before.  “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12). 
Our Christian living is not to remember His great works and worship Him as an idol. We are not called to imitate a holy saint who tries to live perfectly without any fault.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to us and united us with Him so that we could carry the same works He did as a spiritual soldier. “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.  3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus”(2Tim.2:1-3). Every saint must arise from the seat of learning and move forward to be a soldier of Christ who can also teach others, not only sharing our faith, but also, nourishing others to be faithful teachers of the gospel. Let us arise altogether as ones who owns the true power of “godliness” (“eusebeia”- right relationship with  God, intimacy, union with Christ, private relationship) and avoid imitating the form of “godliness”(pretending to believe and know God). 

“Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God.  20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard”
The word, “right”(“dikaios”) means “righteous” too. How do we become right and righteous? God recognize us as right and righteous ones when we listen to His word and realize the true reality of the gospel. All mankind was totally depraved. So, our words and behavior can never be counted as right and righteous before God’s eyes no matter what we say and do. The only way for us to be righteous is to believe in Jesus and unite with Him. Without being a new creation through the power of the Holy Spirit,   our old self always produce sinful words and behaviors. Our sins must be forgiven and covered with God’s righteousness (“dikaiosune”). What is God’s righteousness? “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith”(Rom.1:17).  God considers us to be a righteous one when we realize the spiritual reality of sin, righteousness, and judgment through faith given by God.  The righteous ones see the great work of God; God unconditionally elects His people who are totally depraved among many and covers them up with His irresistible grace by uniting them with Christ’s death and resurrection. The work of His salvation toward His people can’t be stopped by anything until its completion (Calvin’s TULIP). The righteous people of God can realize how God fulfills His divine plan through His determined ways in Christ in all circumstances. So, God is truly praised and honored by them.  Only those who are taken by God’s irresistible grace and faith are counted as right and righteous ones. Once we start realizing God’s word and truth that is being heard by our ears, then we find that we no longer rely upon any words of men which always swung us to the right or left causing us to accede to their lustful desire for good and evil. When God sees anything that is not right, then, all are false and lies. God’s righteous judgment can’t be based upon man’s words and behavior because of man’s complete depravity in sin. That is why God planted Himself as the seed of life through Christ in the hearts of His people and completely reformed the life of His chosen people through His righteousness. With the word of truth, God dominates our hearts and establish us as soldiers of Christ who can proclaim and teach truth to others. The righteous ones see this faithful work of God in their life.

Conclusion
We have always chosen and selfishly used words to fulfill our gratification and satisfaction. Also, we’ve been either pleased or discouraged by man’s corrupt and rotten words.  However, by God’s grace, after discovering the name of Jesus Christ, we began to hear the crystal-clear word of truth that is not mixed with man’s lustful desire for good and evil and to follow the light of the word. The church is the place of festival where the word of life, resurrection, and grace is preached and taught to each other. The church is the spiritual community where we realize the continuous deception of lies by the devil and turn our ears to listen to the word of truth spoken by God with full trust again. We have to be more careful to use our lifeless words and fight the spiritual fight against our temptation to follow the pattern of the world.  We need to grow up into maturity, so that we can truthfully share, teach, and preach the message of the gospel.  We have no choice but to use the worldly language for our living, yet let us try to communicate the living word of truth with our brother and sisters in the Lord whenever we gather together in the church.  The boldness given to the saints of God is different from the one defined by the world. Realizing the spiritual reality of truth is the nature of the true boldness given by God. “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
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