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Acts 4:1-12  The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people.  2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.  3 They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day.  4 But many who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.  5 The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem.  6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's family.  7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?"  8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people!  9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed,  10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.  11 He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'  12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

Summary from last week (24)
God always sends ahead His prophets and has them proclaim His decree. Its purpose is to reveal the reality and glory of Christ who is the ruler of all things in heaven and earth. All prophets anointed by God have testified about Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection through the Spirit of prophecy.   Today God’s church should carry the same mission by correctly prophesying(preaching and teaching) about the life of Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus Christ entrusted the ministry of preaching and teaching the word of God to His church.  Being filled with the Holy Spirit, we must preach and teach the word of truth with the pure tongue given by God.  Only the word of life and light given by Christ can save us from the death of our deep darkness. All of God’s saints must grow into maturity where they all can truthfully testify about Christ Jesus. This is the most important goal of the sanctification desired by God in our Christian living. Leading God’s people to unite with Christ, to live a Christ-centric lifestyle, and to proclaim His word in the new tongue given by the Holy Spirit are the key essential parts of the church’s ministry.  For this purpose, God has sown the seed of His life in the hearts of His people since the creation. As the result of Christ’s planting of His seed, we are grafted into being “heirs of the prophets” and “sons of the covenants.” We became the most blessed people before God’s eyes. The true blessing is to live a life in which the power of God’s life is poured out upon us, God’s Spirit dwells in us, and the life of Christ is shared with others through our new tongue.

“Resurrection o f the dead”
What is the core message of the gospel? It is Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection established through the cross. Our old self died with Christ’s death which put our sins to death.  Our new self began as the result of Christ’s resurrection, which creates the Holy Spirit’s dwelling in us. When Jesus’ disciples preached about “the resurrection from the dead” in Jesus, “the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees” were “greatly disturbed”(vv.1-2).  What was the reason? What was the content of the message preached by the disciples? What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to us who believe it? 

First, there are many incorrect messages about the “resurrection.” In addition, many people deny the reality of the resurrection. For example, during the time of Jesus, there were always pros and cons between the Pharisees and the Sadducees regarding the resurrection.  However, both held incorrect beliefs. It is the same as today. Many other religions either insist on a kind of resurrection after death or completely deny its realty (examples: “Reward virtue and punish vice,” “reincarnation,” “paradise ideology,” “Confucianism,” “Taoism” etc.). However, all of their concepts are completely different from the message of the “resurrection” displayed in our gospel.  The gospel message of the resurrection was given directly by our Lord Jesus who died and rose again from the dead. However, other religions have no idea of the true resurrection but can only conjecture about life after death. Not one among the dead came back alive and told us about the world after death, except our Lord Jesus Christ.

What does it mean by the “resurrection” mentioned in the gospel? God the Son, Jesus directly explained it to us. The reality of the resurrection surpasses human knowledge and judgment which is bound to our linear time.  Resurrection doesn’t merely point to a future event after our death.  Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead and said, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"(John 11:25-26).  Jesus Himself is the “resurrection” and, the “resurrection” is a spiritual event that takes place at the moment we believe in Jesus Christ as our lord and savior. The great promise to God’s saints that will be perfectly experienced in the future (Kairos time) now intervenes in our present time (kronos). As a result, we can experience its reality in the present.
“Resurrection”(anastasis) means “rising above toward heaven.” It means union with the life of Jesus in heaven. We were all living as an earthly being and doomed to live and die on the ground forever due to the judgment and curse of our sins.  However, when Christ’s water, blood, and Spirit were poured upon us, we were made alive and spiritually rose toward heaven.
We became like the “Christ.” It is the same as it was for Lazarus who was already dead and lay under the ground, yet broke through the stony grave and stood with Jesus as a living being. It is a supernatural event that surpasses our time and space. The power of sin always drags us into the death of the earth, and we have no power to overcome it. But Christ completely cut off all the judgment and curse of our sins through His death on the cross. The curse of our death being tied to the earth was completely demolished. Now the power of Christ’s light and life made us reborn as a new creation who has no part with death coming in the future anymore. We are set free from the fear of our death as defined by most people. As we partially experience the reality of the resurrection now, we live a life here and now with a desperate hope that the time of our physical death takes place soon. It is because we can’t wait for the moment in which we will perfectly enjoy eternal life as a resurrected being in heaven.  Resurrection is both a present and a future event as God reveals its realty to His people through the power of the Holy Spirit.

“The old(“archaios” – original, primal) has gone, the new(“kainos” – made fresh, new, unprecedented) has come”(2 Cor.5:17). The resurrection is not just a future event, but also a present reality that we can experience now. The reality of the resurrection already took place through the cross and is applied to the life of God’s saints at the present time. As we experience this blessing more realistically, we can see God’s great covenant that will take place perfectly in our future.  Another word, “new”(neos – essentially new nature) means Jesus Christ.  “And no one pours new(“neos”) wine into old wineskins (“palaios askos” – old bag or bottle symbolizing the ‘law’). If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined”(Luke5:37). If our hearts are filled with the law, the life of truth can’t be poured into it. The grace of Christ is poured upon us not to reinforce our lawful standards but to dismantle our lustful standard for good and evil. The “new wine”(the word of truth, Christ’s grace) reforms our whole being by breaking down our old standards and ideologies based on the lustful knowledge for good and evil. By this essentially new thing(“neos”-Jesus Christ), our being and status are considered to be a new creation (“kaios”- made refresh).  As evidence of this, we can speak the word of truth (true testimony about Jesus Christ) through the spirit of prophecy with the power and authority given by the Holy Spirit. This is the experience of the resurrection we experience in our present time. 

What is the misunderstanding of religious people like the Pharisees and Sadducees today? Why do they hate the reality of the “resurrection” that we talk about in the gospel?  First, they can never realize the true reality of the “resurrection.” Secondly, “resurrection” takes place through the work of Jesus Christ alone, and not through our efforts and will. Thirdly, the reality of the resurrection is a blessing that can be experienced in the present. Without union with the essential newness (neos), Jesus Christ, the “new”(kaios) being in our lives can’t be experienced.  All the “newness” or “reincarnation” pursued by worldly religions focuses on human efforts and achievement. In order to have a good life after death, they hold onto a false hope by achieving legalistic righteousness through their hard works based on their own laws. Otherwise, they completely deny any kind of beliefs about the afterlife. The resurrection spoken of by the gospel is centered on Christ. Through the Spirit of Christ, reformation takes place in all aspect of our lives as if we are living in a completely different realm from this world.  This is the true experience of the resurrection we can have today. As we experience this spiritual reality every day, we will naturally gain the hope of complete resurrection in the future.

“The number of men grew to about five thousand”
About five thousand men came to believe in Christ after hearing the testimony from the apostles. The writer Luke tries to connect this incident to the miracle of Jesus’ feeding five thousand(Mark 6:44) on purpose. The subject of all miracles is Jesus Christ. When the spirit of prophecy empowered the disciples to testify about Jesus Christ for the crowd, a a miracle took place. Many crowds were fed with the word of truth and experienced the power of the resurrection as they found themselves becoming a “new”(kaios) being in Christ. When we testify to the word of truth, the Holy Spirit begins to move us. Our role is to fill our hearts with “the spirit of prophecy” and boldly proclaim “the testimony about Jesus Christ.” The true work of the Holy Spirit takes place as we preach and teach the true message of the gospel. Let us discern false testimonies about Jesus Christ.

"By what power or what name did you do this?"
The next day, a hearing was held to question the disciples, Peter and John, about the continuous miracles that took place in the city. It seemed that all the renowned figures in politics and the religions gathered and began to have a trial in order to find out “by what power or what name” they did such miracles. These “officials” wanted to know what made it possible for them to do such mighty works.   “Power” and “authority” are the most essential desires for man to possess since the Fall. These “officials” were so jealous of the disciples because of the great multitude following them, but they couldn’t treat them recklessly.
We also want more people to come to our church. It is our hope that our congregation will grow in numbers and a better and bigger facility will be provided as well. However, all the growth and results must start from our absolute dependency upon the power and authority of Jesus Christ. Preaching and teaching the word of truth to testify solely about Jesus Christ is the key element for our church’s growth. If any humanistic methods precede this divine mission, the gospel will be corrupted. “18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt.28:18-20). Jesus never taught His disciples any strategy, skill, and method to gather people and establish His church.  The last word left to His disciples was all about raising each person as His true disciple by preaching and teaching the word of the gospel depending upon the name and authority of Jesus Christ.  The real problem of the church is the immaturity of each saint who doesn’t trust the name and authority of Christ and can’t deliver the word of truth to others. The problem of unprofessional skills and methods comes next.  God’s word is already complete and faithfully works in us.  It is because of our spiritual problems that we can’t realize the true reality already established in the gospel for us.

“If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed(“sozo” – to save)”
Peter proclaimed that “an act of kindness shown to a cripple” is Gods’ salvation (“heal”- “sozo”: salvation). The crippled man who was once judged by the legalistic believers was made whole both physically and spiritually after receiving the spirit of the resurrection.  Even more, he testified about Jesus Christ with the spirit of prophecy given by the Holy Spirit. He became a completely new being in Christ. 
Peter said that the crippled man became in “good condition”(“hugies”- whole, sound, healthy, v.10), which means his whole being was also spiritually reborn as one who possessed the word of truth. Peter also said that Jesus became “the capstone” which used to be “the stone rejected by the builders”(v.11 – the prophecy comes from Psalm 118:22).  The worldly builders’ rejection of the stone called “Jesus” is too obvious because they can’t make their name renowned with it. Instead of gaining God’s grace, they’d rather build a tower through their own strength in order to sit at the highest place in the world.  So, they refuse to recognize the true value of the “capstone,” Jesus.  Furthermore, they try to destroy anything that hinders their business of building a tower of Babel.  Therefore, Jesus Christ became the most precious “capstone” for those whose hearts are hungry and thirsty for His righteousness just like the crippled man.  The Jesus’ stone breaks down our stony standards and ideologies.  Jesus becomes the most precious capstone and builds a dwelling place for God in us.  Through His ruling over our souls and bodies, we become a new creation who can have intimacy with our Father daily.

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved”  
Knowing the “name”(onoma<ginosko: sleep with, realize) of Jesus spiritually means having a spiritual union with Jesus Christ as if we are married to Him. Also, through the faith of salvation given by God, we are sealed to the Holy Spirit in truth. “11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.  12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself.  13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God”(Rev.19:11-13).  Believing in Jesus’ name means that through the realization of the truth in the gospel, one’s eyes are open to see his spiritual union with Christ. That is the reality of our salvation. Why  is salvation only possible through the name of Christ? Other names can’t tell us truth of heaven and unite us with the life of heaven no matter how superb their names are on earth.  Their names can’t save us from the death of our deep darkness.  Other religions surely can change and upgrade man’s character, yet can’t reform one’s whole being to a completely different level from its original sinful nature and condition. The reality of darkness can’t be even defined correctly by man’s knowledge and method, so it can’t be broken down either. God has to come down Himself and cast out the power of darkness with His light and life. That is Jesus Christ. Many people believe that there are other ways of salvation through other religions. It is likely that there are many ways to reach the top of a mountain.  They do not know the true reality of sin. Therefore, they can’t trust anything else except their human methods.  Mankind is totally depraved from birth and so, is a spiritually blind. They are individuals who can’t realize truth by themselves. They can never correctly understand the real meaning and absolute necessity of light, life, or salvation apart from Gods’ grace.  The only thing they can do is to more strongly focus on studying humanistic methods to reach the highest place in this world. Therefore, all religions hold false beliefs made from their stubborn inferences and imaginations. The truth of the gospel was revealed by God Himself through Jesus Christ and tells us very clearly that there is no other way of salvation except by believing in the name of Christ.

Conclusion
The blessing of resurrection is already fulfilled in our life through the grace of God in Christ. We, God’s saints, can partially experience that amazing blessing in our daily lives through faith. Our faith is being strengthened firmly through the truth already established by God. Hearing the word of God anoints our hearts to realize the truth. 
True salvation comes from the name of Christ alone.  In His name, all the power and authority are given to God’s saint.  Now we have to carry forward the divine mission of testifying about the mystery of salvation in Christ until the end.
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