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Title: “Through Your Offspring All People on Earth Will be Blessed” (24)
Text: Acts 3:22-26  

22 For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you.  23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.'  24 "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.  25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.'  26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways."

Summary from Last Week (23)
Repentance is to become a captive of God. In other words, True repentance is only possible after we became God’s captive. However, discovery of our captivity to the deep darkness should come first in order to realize our captivity to God.  To trace the light and life of Christ through God’s grace in the midst of our deep darkness is the process of becoming God’s captive. It is a true blessing when we first realize how much we are seized by “the gate of Hades” because without God’s grace, we can’t come to realize the true colors of our darkness. It is the reason why God allows His saints to face a situation where they become captives to their enemies. In the midst of being their slaves or prisoners, they discover the identity of the gates of Hades and begin to ask for God’s absolute help. This is the process of “regeneration” by the work of the Holy Spirit who always works in advance for our salvation. We are being taken into God’s captivity as He already chose and cleansed us through the word of the cross. We can never realize the mystery of the cross, repent our sins, and accept Christ as our savior on our own without God’s intervention. The dominance of the law’s power is too great for us to discover the mystery of truth. In order to break our bondage to the law, God sends a storm to shake us out of it. But the hardship that comes like a storm is a device set up by God for us to experience His greater storm which is already predestined in order for us to gain true salvation. In the midst of the hardships and sufferings experienced like a storm, we find our lifeless words being taken away and we begin hearing God’s voice, the living word of truth spoken in the greater storm. That is “the restoration of everything” predestined by God.  God’s chosen people finally come to realize the word of truth according to His time. Also, they grow as people who can also share the bread of truth with others. The mystery of Christ is enjoyed in every aspect of our life and the fragrance of Christ is being spread more effectively over us as we grow into our maturity in Christ. This “restoration of everything” will continue until God’s predestined number, “144,000” is filled on earth. This is the history of God.  We play a main role in His plan through His grace.

“God will raise up for you a prophet like me”.
From the beginning of creation, God had established his chosen prophets to proclaim his predestined plan.  That was the coming, suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ to save His people. When the time came, the prophecy was fulfilled. Today, the church again witnesses the true reality of Christ and the prophesies about the returning of Christ. The “prophet”(prophetes < “pro”: <pro: before + “phemi”: make known one’s thought, shine light) is one who reveals God’s predetermined will through the Spirit of God, so the light of God shines in the darkness.”  In the Old Testament, certain people who were anointed with the Holy Spirit played this role whereas in the New Testament, the church is in charge of this prophetic ministry (today ministers, elders, and deacons).  “Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said”(1 Cor.14:29).  All prophetic words must have unity by revealing the mystery of Christ and leading people to Christ.  Otherwise, they are all lies. All prophetic words speak about Christ Jesus. “Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev. 19:10).  All prophets must have the anointing of the spirit of prophecy in order to testify about Jesus Christ correctly. “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke words from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit”(2 Peter1:21).  Everyone’s thoughts and will naturally begins with the lustful desire for good and evil. Everyone naturally speaks to satisfy their own gratification, so they can never prophesy(testify) about Jesus Christ truthfully because of their corrupted conscience and false spirit. People who are not anointed with the Holy Spirit always distort truth and falsely testify about Jesus Christ. Darkness can’t recognize the light, so neither speaks about the light correctly. “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it”(John 1:5). Only those who spirits were regenerated by the work of the Holy Spirit can overcome the leverage of their lustful desire for good and evil and can testify about Christ truthfully. “But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned”(1 Cor. 2:14). 
The spirit of prophecy has been continually poured out upon God’s prophets from the beginning of creation until now. Today God’s churches testify about Jesus more powerfully than ever because the Holy Spirit promised to fill each heart of the saints with His mighty power in order to accomplish Gods’ mission until the end.

Who is the true prophet among all of the prophets? All prophets have testified about the light. When they were filled with the Spirit of God, they could partially understand and testify to the reality of the light. But the appointed time has come.  Finally the reality of light came to earth and testified for Himself. That is “Jesus Christ.” “Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people”(v.2). The word, “raise up”(anistemi) means “to stand upright toward heaven.” Spiritually it means rising from death. There is only one person who can rise up from death by himself. That is Jesus Christ, God Himself.   “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again”(Mark 8:31). 

Moses was told that God would send a prophet who could speak in truth, yet if the prophet did not deliver a message spoken by God, he would be put to death (Deut. 18:15-20).  The word of prophecy must reveal darkness and bring people into God’s predestined light out of the darkness. The church must clearly understand about the mystery of Christ and truthfully proclaim the power of Christ’s name.  So, Gods’ people can boldly testify about Christ and how the gates of Hades will not overcome the light of Christ. In other words, if the word of Christ is delivered legalistically, religiously, and humanistically, people will be caught by the gates of Hades instead of being released from them.  As a result of the false prophecy about Jesus Christ, the old “I” will be brought back, and the old “we” will be highlighted.  Christ can’t be truly worshiped then. Our faith will fall into idolatry.  All of the Pharisees were accused by Jesus of being liars and thieves because of their erroneous prophecy and testimony about Christ.  What is the most important mission given to God’s church today?  We, God’s church, must focus on studying the word of God more seriously so that we can testify about Jesus Christ as purely and accurately as God originally intended. What is Gods’ predestined will that must be testified through the mouths of Gods’ prophets? It is about Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. That is the core message of our prophetic ministry. Everything was already fulfilled through Christ’s death and resurrection on the cross. In every situation, we have to spiritually understand all our situations in the context of Gods’ fulfillment. The life of God’s saints is predestined in order to realize this accomplishment. God is always ahead of us. He wants us to see His decree and provision through faith.  "See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have prepared” (Exo.23:20).  God’s saints should not be discouraged because nothing happens without God’s permission. In the midst of our hardship that looks like a storm, God is always ahead of us in order to reveal God’s most pleased will for His children through the word of prophecy He speaks in the greater storm. “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work(“agathos” – God’s absolute goodness – enjoying and revealing the mystery of Christ) in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil.1:6).

“Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people” (v.23)
We must listen to the word of Christ, His One and Only truth that gives us life. We should be thankful that our ears were opened to listen to His word. The word, “cut off”(“exolethreuo”<ex+olethros=death, punishment) means “throwing into the gates of Hell due to the penalty of sin.” The light of the word unites our dead soul with Christ’s death and resurrection on the cross and makes it live anew through the power of the Holy Spirit. Realizing the word of the light and life in Christi is the greatest miracle of all.  No matter how wonderfully one may have lived, he will fall into the punishment of death if he doesn’t realize the living word of Christ. “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt.10:28).  Man can never realize the true reality of sin, the gates of Hades, and hell with his own wisdom and power.  All he tries to do is to make his life more wonderful and successful within his own boundary and belief. In order to do it, he has to sell his soul to the one who rules over the world, that is the devil. Without any choice, he has to worship the devil (The spirit of lies).  All he wishes is to become more renowned figure in this world without having any troubles.  However, Gods’ saint must clearly recognize real fearful factors. We shouldn’t sell our soul to the devil even though our body crumbles down.  We have to see the greater chances to experience the mighty word of God speaking in the midst of a huge storm when temptations and hardships come and make us their captives.  

 "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.  25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers' (vv.24-5)” 
All the prophets of God in the Old Testament proclaimed one truth with their mouth. It was the coming of Christ. They faithfully proclaimed the truth until the reality of light finally came and revealed Himself to us.  All the prophets of God testified to the word of life and light with their best effort, yet it was only part of the truth. In fact, it couldn’t break the darkness of the law, that reveals the limitation of man’s word bound to the darkness. However, the light of Christ finally came and exposed the hidden darkness and cast it out. When Jesus’ disciples went out to preach the word, they witnessed that the demons submitted to them in His name. Then, Jesus said, “And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  19 "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you” (Luke 10:18-19).  Before Christ came, the word of truth spoken through the mouth of God’s prophets played a role for God’s people merely to fight back against the curse of the law.  However, when the reality of truth(Jesus) came and poured out the spirit of truth upon His people, the power of the law was completely broken down through the words spoken in the name of Christ. God gave the pure word of the Holy Spirit and its greater authority to His church in order to conquer the lies of Satan.  The holy word of the gospel which was not mixed with man’s lustful desire for good and evil was given to His church. As a result, the church was able to begin to speak in new tongues when they testified about Christ.  With the new tongues given by the Holy Spirit, the church could discern and cast out the lies of Satan.  Being united with the true prophet, Christ, the church of God could deliver the word of prophecy about Christ more accurately than the words of any of the previous prophets in the Old Testament.  Peter said, “You are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God.” "Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matt.11:11). 
God’s people must realize why God continues to lead them to the place of self-denial. In the midst of huge storms and captivity to the world, we will see God’s greater work that breaks down all the lies of Satan and fills our hearts with the pure word of truth. That is the only way that we can realize our true identity in Christ, all the authority given by Christ, and our divine mission entrusted by God for Christ. Those who have the word of the true gospel are the true prophets and Christians before God.

“Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed”(v.25)
What is God’s covenant given to Abraham? “Through your offspring, all people on earth will be blessed”(Gen.22:18).  The “seed” points to “Christ.” “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ” (Gal.3:16).  Isaac was the seed of God’s promise and was an antitype of Christ. Abraham spiritually gave birth to Isaac through the faith based on God’s covenant. There are many descendants of men in the world. Everyone is boasting of their own seeds, descendants, and families. However, among all of them, there is only one kind of seed born through the faith given by God and by the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit according to God’s promise. They are the seeds and descendants of Christ. They are the seeds that contain the life of Christ as a result of God sowing the seed by Himself directly.  They are also called, “heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God.” Look at the parable of the Sower in Matthew 13.  A crop can’t be produced when the seeds fall along on the path, on the rocky places, and among thorns. However, when the seeds fall “on good soil”(kalos ge – the land that became suitable to produce a good crop – see Exe.36;26, John 15), they produced a hundred times a normal crop.  There is no good soil by nature from the beginning. Through regeneration by the work of the Holy Spirit, the land was grafted into the “true vine,” Jesus, and became good. The core message in this parable lies on the “Sower.”  The parable of the Sower was given as a specific answer by Jesus for the question raised from the previous chapter 12,  “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Jesus said, “For Whoever does the will of my Father in Heaven is my brother and sister and mother” (Matt. 12:50).  It means those whose hearts are favored and cleansed by the Sower will receive the seed of life from Christ and abundantly produce a crop of life through the living word of truth.  They are the true descendants and family of Christ as they came into the light out of darkness by His grace. 
The word, “blessed”(barak) means “As God’s life is being poured upon one, he is established as God’s dwelling house and so lives a life of praise to God, having intimacy with Him.” The blessings which people usually seek for are all false. The real blessing can only be experienced when one is grafted into the seed of Christ. What is the work of faith demonstrated by Abraham? Through a long journey of faith in the wilderness, Abraham finally realized that his son, Isaac, was the seed of Christ and the antitype of Christ as well. Therefore, he could confess the absolute need of Christ in his life by giving Isaac as a living sacrifice to God.  Christ alone could save him from his sin and death.   Isaac wasn’t merely his physical son for his own prosperity but a promised seed given by God in order to give birth to the Messiah, Christ in the future who would save His people on earth.   He realized God’s divine decree and provision about how He would save His own people through the work of Christ.  Realizing the true reality of Christ is the greatest blessing of all. 

Finally, the reality of the promised “seed” came in our history.  God’s church was born as the result of Christ’s sowing His seed upon His people through the work of the Holy Spirit. The church is now producing the descendants of Christ through preaching and teaching the living word of Christ in the same way. The most important mission of the church is to keep hearing the word of truth and sharing the bread of truth with others. That is the greatest blessing of all.  God’s ultimate goodness is displayed when we participate in His harvest.  In order to bless His people with heavenly blessing, God takes time to take away the lifeless blessings that we hold onto in this world. When true blessing comes upon us, we will find ourselves being set free from our “wicked ways (“poneria” < “poneros”: suffering and pains due to legalistic works, and one’s attempt to fulfill one’s own lustful ambition).  

Conclusion
Those whose hearts are sown with the seed of Christ are the most blessed people on earth.  Let us be aware of the renewal worked by the Holy Spirit in us. God keeps planting the seed of life in us through the living word of truth and invites us to participate in His great harvest.  Let us keep enjoying the new tongues given by the Holy Spirit,  that speak the word of Christ. Let us keep faithfully preaching and teaching the gospel message to our community. 
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