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19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-- even Jesus.  21 He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.  22 For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you.  23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.'  24 "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.  25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.'  26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways." 

Summary from last week(22)
The suffering of Christ was predestined by God for God’s saints. Christ’s suffering had been prophesied through the mouth of God’s prophets for a long time.  Why? It is because our sin was so deeply hidden inside of us, so the law was given to expose our sins and ultimately lead God’s people to the cross of His suffering. Our lustful desire for good and evil always cause us to stand against God’s will. We have to see our ongoing trials that cause us to want to wrestle with God to fulfill our ambition just like Jacob. Any of our initiative to try to gain our own righteousness, fame, and wealth by using God’s name is the work of the devil.  
However, God has shown His mercy to certain people among sinners.  So there’d been people who are saved through experiencing the “regeneration” by the work of the Holy Spirit. We’ve always deceived ourselves and God to gain our own satisfaction and benefits. Yet the blood of the cross covers us and reforms us as a new creation through the power of the Holy Spirit while we are still sinners. Without such grace initiated by God, men have no choice but to stand against God, especially when they try to believe in God through their own efforts. Men naturally divide the word of God for their own good and even imitate God by using His word. That is the work of “anti-Christs.”  The word of truth intercepts such legalistic, religious, and humanistic trials of man. Truth brings us down to the place of nothingness and unites us with God whose word is only truth fulfilled by Himself. To one who was like a dried bone due to sin, the work of recreation takes place when God breathes His life into him. When one realizes this mystery of the work done by Christ, he will realize the gates of Hades cannot overcome him. The most fearful and scary gate of Hades is “I.” But now through the name of Christ, I am set free from the “I” who couldn’t overcome such “I,” the deep darkness of Hades. The suffering of Christ is predestined only for God’s chosen people. Christ suffered His whole life because of God’s own children who are deceived by the devil and even more try to kill their own Father. Through His sufferings, our deep darkness was fully exposed finally at the cross, and completely forgiven as well.  He suffered death for our sin and covered us with His righteousness.  Through the merit of Jesus on the cross, now we can call our God Father and enjoy the mystery of the gospel.

19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-- even Jesus(vv.19-21)
  The word, “repent”(metanoeo) means “to change one’s mind, to think differently, or to exercise one’s mind, emotion, will with - ). True repentance begins by our realizing the fulfillment of God’s special grace, that is given by the suffering and death of Christ for us.   Having realized it, we must exercise our hearts to spiritually comprehend the deception of the darkness and to unite with God’s mind. The subject of repentance is God. When God pours out His special grace of the cross, we can gain the eyes of faith to realize our deep darkness. In the Old Testament, the word, “repentance”(shuwb) means “return to the original condition where one can start over as a completely new being.” This word is used many times in the books of prophecy and history in the bible.  When Israel fell into idolatrous worship, God usually allowed the surrounding countries to strike Israel and make the Israelites their captives. In the midst of their sufferings, the people of Israel realized their wicked sins and turned back to God through repentance. “I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity and will rebuild them as they were before”(Jer. 33:7).  During their captivity, God taught them where they should belong as real captives. “O Lord, Thou didst show favor to Thy land; Thou didst restore the captivity of Jacob”(Psalm 85:1). When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed(Psalm 126:1).  The word, “captive”(shebuth) means “restoration to the previous condition” (spiritually union with God). In order to cleanse His people from their sins and posses them as His captive, God allowed them to be captives to the gentiles. Their captivity caused their minds to turn around from their sins and desire to be God’s captives. True repentance is to be seized by God’s grace and love and to live one’s life as His captive (see the parable of “the lost sheep” in Luke 15:1-7).  It is also true that our wicked minds and wills are taken away and perfectly untied with His pure heart. This work of repentance continues in the life of saints. Do we have any trials and suffering today as if we became captives? Let us read God’s special message in the midst of it all. It is a message for us that we should return from our sins and be a captive of God. All problems begin with “me.” In the same way, all solutions are up to “me.” When my position is restored again as God’s captive, all the surrounding chains of my captivity will be loosen and I will be set free.

The word, “return”(epistrepho) means “completely turning around or twist.” When we return to God, our sins(harmatia – a missing mark) will be wiped out(exsalelho – “erase < pour out oil and rub with it).  Repentance is returning from our being a captive of sin to being a captive of God. Then, our sins will be completely cleansed through the anointing of the Holy Spirit. We will be set free from the leverage of sin which made us go on our own path randomly. “Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you”(John 13:10). Jesus already proclaimed that we are clean of sin. He already turned around our steps and wiped out our sins. It is not that we don’t have to do anything in regard to our sins, but it is our faith in Him that comes from hearing the word will provoke our hearts into genuine repentance. Without realizing the word of truth, there can’t be true repentance provoked by the Holy Spirit. When the word of truth is heard and meditated on continually, the oil of the Holy Spirit opens our hearts so that we may see the great work of God which destroyed the deception of the devil and wiped out the bondage of our sin. Any legalistic works can’t help us to overcome our sins. Most people can’t believe in the gospel because the means of grace seems to be too easy to accept as truth. They would rather believe that their hard work will impress God and that by their work they will be granted forgiveness of their sin by God.  The true gospel message doesn’t say that. To believe in God’s word is to overcome our sin. We are not called to fight against sin with our own effort, but to believe in the triumph of God over our sin that was fulfilled through the work of the cross, so that we may clearly realize that we have no part with our old sinful lifestyle anymore. This is the powerful message of the gospel. 

“The time of refreshing”(anashibsis < breathe above + kairos: God’s appointed time) means “restoration of God’s breath at His appointed time.” “From the Lord’(apo prosophu tou kuriou) means “the face of the Lord, that is separation from the law of God.” When do we experience the power of the resurrection as a true reality in our life? It is when we gain true freedom from the bondage and condemnation of the law. Jesus Christ became the representative of the law, He substituted for all of our sins and was condemned by the law on the cross. At God’s appointed time, we came to realize this truth through faith given by the work of the Holy Spirit. As a result, we could accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

Let us examine the order of our salvation. The Holy Spirit first caused a work of “regeneration”in our minds. As a result, our ways to sinful paths were turned around and geared toward the way of truth, and our hearts were opened to accept Jesus as Our Savior. “He may send the Christ who has been appointed for you”(v.20).  Salvation is God’s concrete plan from the beginning to the end.  It takes place at a specific time appointed for God’s children.  The word, “appointed”(prokeirazomai) means “Coming of God’s irresistible power like a huge storm at His specific time.” 

When is God’s salvation revealed to His people? When do we realize the mystery of our salvation as a true reality? He would crush me with a storm and multiply my wounds for no reason” (Job9:17). “Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:  2 "Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?  3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me” (Job 38:1-3).  Job faced many trials and hardships like a big storm. His friends tried to comfort him, yet God said that men’s words are all useless.  In the midst of our hardships that come like a storm, God tells us that we should depend solely upon His words like a mighty storm which comes and can soothe the storm of our hardship.  In order to hear the word of truth, the word of man must be cut off from our ears. It is for this reason that God allows trials in our lives so that we may only focus on hearing the message of God.  Our hardships are, in fact, the great chances to discover and experience God’s mighty storm which can wipe out our darkness.  God’s saints must have a spiritual discipline to discern lies which split into the lustful knowledge for good and evil.  Then by continuously hearing the word of truth they will produce true faith in our hearts.   “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.  6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5-6). Job who was always praised by men finally discovered that his faith was not genuine before God.  After the severe hardships like a huge storm, he gained true faith and realized who the true God is. Discovery of his legalistic faith rooted in the lustful knowledge of good and evil in the midst of a storm led him to true repentance. Afterwards, he discovered the greater storm, which is God’s abundant grace that forgives all of his sins and covers him with His righteousness.

God’s mighty storm always precedes our hardships and trials that come like storms. Through our hardships, God reveals our deep darkness and then leads us into the light, that is Jesus Christ who can redeem our darkness.  Before even repenting of our sins, the Holy Spirit has already redeemed our souls as God’s captives through the work of regeneration. As a result, our repentance naturally takes place through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Without God’s grace holding our souls, our repentance of sin and acceptance of Jesus is impossible. 

“He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets” (v.21)

God kept sending his prophets and told them that , “Christ must remain in haven until the time comes for God to restore everything.” The word, “remain”(dechomai) means “to take up, or to receive.” Jesus Christ was taken up into heaven and received as King sitting at the right hand of God and ruling over everything in heaven and on earth.  “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church (Eph.1:22). “And put everything under his feet." In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him” (Heb. 2:8) How is everything restored in Christ? As time goes by, does our world become more peaceful and orderly? The word, “restoration”(apokastasiss) means “to appoint with, to convoy, or to place down toward.”  "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?”(Matt.24:45). “The restoration of everything” is the time of renewal in the gospel through which the true church is established as the workers of God share the bread of truth at the proper time.  When those who are predestined to be saved on earth are harvested all, the time(chronos)of our history will be ended.  When those, 144,000, sealed with the Spirit of God are finally filled in the gospel, that will be our last day on earth. We have to spiritually understand the meaning of “everything.” “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him” (Col.1:16).  The restoration of everything is the established of order according to God’s way. It doesn’t mean our world will become a paradise where there is no hardship or trouble. It doesn’t mean that our family, our wealth, or our health will be better off because of our faith in Jesus.  The restoration of everything means the restoration of Christ in every aspect of our lives so that we may more clearly understand who Christ is, and Christ alone will be praised through the life of God’s saints.  Therefore, darkness must play a role as darkness.  There exists darkness to make God’s people their captive for a while, yet it is God’s divine plan for His people to be taken fully as God’s captive at the end.  Darkness is necessary for us to come close to the light of God. The storm of darkness plays a role as an extra in order to reveal God’s mighty storm as well as God’s main figures who are covered by His storm.

Conclusion

Christian living is to perceive ourselves being a captive of God released from the captivity of the world.  It is to perceive the transition of our status and role being transferred from the steward of the world to the steward of heaven. Let us experience God’s mighty storm in the midst of our hardships that come like storms in our life
 God loves us, His own people alone. To make the gospel the true gospel in our life, God continues to anoint us with truth and make us His stewards in truth. “The restoration of everything” promised by God is not discovered outside of our lives but found deep within us.  Let us ask for the mighty guidance of the Holy Spirit to reveal to us our deep darkness and move us into God’s light out of darkness. Let us continue to hear the word of truth so that the living word of God may cast out all of our lies and fill our hearts and minds with truth. Let us preach the living word of God boldly and faithfully. That is the church’s first mission and the most effective method for God’s church to restore everything according to His plan. Let us establish the true church of God as we faithfully preach and teach the word of truth and establish as true work of God together.
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