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Acts 2:14-21   14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning!  16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  17 "'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  19 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'

Summary from Last Week 
Our human nature has been filled with the darkness of emptiness and chaos from the beginning of our birth.  Even more, the devil has deceived us, causing us to depend upon our lustful knowledge for good and evil in order to satisfy our human nature. So, every sound that comes from our sinful nature makes loud noises.  People naturally have to strive hard to be superior over others through continuous fights in life. That is the corrupted lifestyle of humanity. People do not know how religious, legalistic, mystical, and humanistic their natures are.  They can’t see the continuous deceptions by the devil affecting their lives. This sinful life bound by the lustful knowledge for good and evil will be judged by God at the end, resulting in our eternal death. 

There is only one way to be released from this sinful bondage. That is by accepting the cross of Jesus, the only mean of God’s grace.  Our sin was forgiven through Jesus’ death on the cross. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit came into our soul like a rushing and violent wind to drive out all the darkness and also came like a fire to consume all lies within us.  Then, He filled our hearts with a new tongue, which is the pure word of truth. That is the gospel message which reveals the loving heart of God.  If we find this amazing gift in us, we will find ourselves not judging others anymore with our lustful knowledge for good and evil. We will also realize our life being spiritually changed by seeing all things from God’s divine perspective. All things are God’s provisions to reveal His sovereign will. All darkness hides our eyes from the light of God. But only one who is dwelling in God’s grace can find the hidden message of life God provided in every situation. True rest and peace is found even more in the midst of our troubles and sufferings because darkness will eventually lead us, God’s children, to gain the light of God through our faithful journey.

Peter experienced this amazing reality. He found himself being filled with the pure word of truth to its full extent through the powerful work of the Holy Spirit after overcoming all kinds of his own darkness by God’s grace.  He started witnessing to many people sharing the message of the gospel with the new tongue given him by the Holy Spirit. He could deliver God’s perfect will and thoughts to others because of the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice”(v.14)
Peter, after receiving the new tongue(the word of truth) from His Spirit, behaves as a true son of God. He stood with the other eleven apostles (total 12 = the number of God’s son)and spoke a heavenly sound to deliver the message of truth given by God. The word, “raise” means “lift above.”  It doesn’t just mean his voice was loud. The writer, Luke heard the voice of Peter being changed completely.  His voice wasn’t like it was before, the one that was bound to darkness that caused him to seek his own gratification.  But now, his voice sounded new and free, just like one that owns the power of light which lifts others up from their deep darkness. Peter found the message of truth that was violently working alive within him.  He couldn’t hold back the life-giving message of the cross but had to make a heavenly sound for others. If we have received Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we have the same gift and blessing as Peter. As we continue to discover the message of truth that works within us like a “rushing and violent wind” and a “fire,” we will find ourselves not speaking anymore the lustful sound for good and evil but the life-giving sound of truth given by God. Then, our neighbors who listen to our supernatural voice of heaven will be freed from their bondages and rise up from death, just like us. This is true evangelism empowered by God. If we don’t continue to find this amazing content of the gospel within us, we will speak with the same legalistic and religious voice as before and lead others to bear more bondage of sin and curse.  That is the evils word and lies, which we don’t have to use anymore, but still use because of the devil’s deception.  This is why we need to build up together “a life-filled” service and fellowship in order to fill our heart with the powerful grace of God and to fight the spiritual fight against the devil.  The devil can’t take away our salvation, but can hinder us from enjoying God’s blessing and carrying on God’s divine mission.

“Let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say”(v.14)
We can see a powerful evangelism taking place here through Peter. The audience were all “Jews” who lived in Jerusalem (those who persecuted Jesus) and who came from other countries for the feast of Pentecost (“pious Jews”: very religious who may not have known well the cross incident). Indeed, this was very impossible mission. Furthermore, all the disciples of Jesus were afraid to go out and reveal themselves as Jesus’ followers.  However, when the Holy Spirit empowered them with new tongues (the Spirit of truth), every situation was changed so radically, unexpectedly, and dramatically. Peter said, “listen to my word (Rhema<Rheo<flow). The word(Rhema) is  truth that is spiritually realized when one understands the meaning of logos (the law).  Jesus(logos) came to explain the true meaning revealed through  God’s law. “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him(from his belly= “koilia” =womb)”(John 7:38).   The “word”(Rhema) spoken by Peter didn’t contain his lustful desire and motivation, but only carried Gods’ pure will and plan. When Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, “the living water” which was the life-giving “word”(Rhema) started flowing from his belly(womb).  That was the “word” of truth that enabled him to give birth to a son of God.

“These men are not drunk, as you suppose”(v.15)
When many Jews who came from every nation heard the disciples speaking in their native languages, they were utterly amazed because they heard them “declaring the wonders of God”(v.11). However, some “made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much wine’”.  It surely appeared to the eyes of many people that they were drunk.  Their bodies and tongues were completely under another source of power coming from outside. They couldn’t speak any of their own desires but had to declare the word of truth coming from heaven above.  That was so powerful that both “Galileans” speaking in new tongues and Jews who despised “Galileans” couldn’t stop these loud supernatural voices from above.  Worldly “drunkenness” makes one lose their will and eventually their life more dissipated.  But spiritual “drunkenness” is the work of the Holy Spirit that transforms our life as a new creation through Jesus’ death and resurrection on the cross. The wind and fire of the Holy Spirit casts out and consumes our false tongues that made us liars.  Then, the Holy Spirit unites our whole bodies and minds with the new tongues (truth) so that we may become ones who are able to flow “the living water” to others.  We become a spiritual mother who can give birth to God’s sons and daughters.  Those who do not know the message of the gospel can’t understand our inner and outer transformation but will only regard us as strangers who are drunk.  Let us continue to declare the new tongues (truth) with our new voices by faith. This is the most important mission of God’s church.  We need to ask for God to crumble down our darkness (our own standards and worldly beliefs) because they hinder us from living a new heavenly life with all of the good spiritual gifts given by the Holy Spirit.  We have to find and fight those bondages such as the darkness of the “Galileans” which tempts us to live an earthly life.  Let us fight the spiritual fight and overcome the devil’s deception. We are called as sons and daughters of God who should declare the wonder of God.  The message of His great works was embedded into our hearts, and the Holy Spirit prompts us to do this mission faithfully. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).

The fulfillment of Joel’s Prophecy (Joel 2:28-32)
Peter witnessed this “wonderful work of God” as a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.   “The last days” began with the appearance of Christ (1 Peter 1:20), with the lawless works of the Antichrists (false prophets, Pharisees, all religious people within the church) and with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit(Acts 2:17).  The last days will end and we will be changed into the image of the heavenly at Jesus’ return (1 Cor.15:51).  This “last days” are the same as “the middle of the seven”(Dan. 9:27), “42 months” (Rev.11:2), “1,260 days” (Rev.11:3), and “a time, times and half” (Rev.12:14).  “The last days” are the age of the church, the age of God’s grace, the age of the Holy Spirit, and the age of the wilderness. In addition, Satan who was released from his prison will tempt people to speak lies. Satan will also deceive us to produce many antichrists (legalism, humanism, and mysticism) inside the churches.  We must strive hard to fight spiritually against them through the word of truth (the message of the new tongues given by the Holy Spirit).

What is the promise of God for His people given through the prophecy of Joel? When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon “all people”(pas sarx – a being without God’s life yet those predestined for His salvation), our sons and daughters shall “prophesy.” The word, “prophesy”(propheteuo – receive the spirit of truth and speak  truth about God) means “speaking God’s wonderful works, that is the mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  So, a correct interpretation of God’s word(the law) is prophecy. “For all the prophets and the Law prophesied (about Christ) until John (Matt 11:13). And also, “the scriptures testify about me(Christ)” (John 5:39).  All prophecy should be preaching and teaching about the mystery of Christ. When the gospel message was powerfully presented through the new tongues poured out by the Holy Spirit, true repentance and salvation took place (Acts 2:41-47).  “No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation”(2 Pete 1:20).  One’s own interpretation means preaching and teaching God’s word arbitrarily in order to fulfill one’s own lustful desire and ambition. These prophets are “false prophets, murderers, liars, and Antichrists” working inside the churches to promote all kinds of idol worship.  

The gift of prophecy will not be exercised only by young children but by all true believers. The Holy Spirit will even enable our young children to preach and teach the message of the gospel in the last days. That is the time of revival.  Any shortage of our language, age, and background won’t be a problems in fulfilling this divine mission.

Young people will “see visions.”  The word, “see vision”(horasis) means “to perceive a certain spiritual message from external appearances.”  It is not just seeing an object outwardly but discerning what is hidden inside the object. “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen(horao) with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched-- this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  2 The life appeared; we have seen(horao) it” (1 John 1:1-2). Without God’s grace and the work of the Holy spirit, one can’t see(perceive) the spiritual reality of the gospel. When the word of truth(new tongues given by the Holy Spirit) is proclaimed, young people can see the life of Christ hidden inside the message as if they touch it with their hands.  This is the grace of the gospel. We can experience the living word of God because the life hidden inside the law was embedded in our heart through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Old men shall “dream dreams.” Dreams aren’t true reality. we can’t make them happen. If we can do what we want to do, it is not a dream.  Even more, God’s dream can’t be even imagined or accomplished through our own ability and power. One day Joseph received a dream from God. Afterwards, all of his plans and dreams were taken away completely and driven into the unexpected reality as if it was a real dream which he never had dreamed about. In fact, God’s sovereignty was behind all of the terrible incidents that he had to encounter continuously regardless of his will.  The betrayal of his brothers, his slave life in Egypt, the accusation from Potiphar’s wife, and his imprisonment were all part of a necessary process to fulfill Gods’ dream in Joseph’s life. He was driven into the wilderness for many years because God’s covenantal timetable intervened in his timetable. When the word of truth manifested to Joseph through a dream, his worldly reality became a dream and the heavenly dream planned by God became his true reality.  The same things are happening to all of God’s people. The purpose driven by God began to rule over the lives of His children.  We are here to learn that our world is like an unworthy dream, and the dream that God dreams about us is a true one worthy of our present reality. 

All Prophecies of God’s servants, both men and women, wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath (vv.18-20)

The “servants”(doulos) are those who are bound to the word of truth. God empowers His servants to prophesy the gospel of Christ. Through their preaching and teaching, the same servants of Christ’s are reproduced as they understand the new tongues (the message of the gospel) given by the Holy Spirit. However, there are also people who can’t understand the word of truth spoken by God’s servants.  The message of the gospel brings salvation to those who can hear and understand, yet it will bring judgment at the same time to those who can’t realize it. Our preaching and teaching the gospel will advance God’s judgment at the end time. It is the same as the Exodus account. Moses continued to proclaim the message of God to Egypt.  But Pharaoh didn’t listen to it. As a result, all kinds of disasters came upon the land until the last judgment.  Finally all firstborns in Egypt were killed except those who were inside the house covered by the blood of the lamb.  Before the final judgment, God continued to deliver His message through the mouth of Moses. But nobody paid attention to His voice. It was exactly like the age of Noah.  As God’s servants continually prophesy His judgment, we see more wonders and signs such as the sun turning to darkness and the moon to blood, which symbolize God’s judgment of the end time. The day of the Lord is near. God’s scary judgment will surely come upon the whole earth. But in the midst of His judgment, God’s servants who received the new tongues given by the Holy Spirit will be saved.  

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”(v.21)

Can we make any choice to gain our salvation as Universalists claim?   If we simply open our hearts and call upon the name of Jesus by faith, then do we receive salvation?  That is not true. We can never understand the reality of God’s light on our own due to our deep darkness (John 1). But in the midst of our deep darkness, Christ’s power saved us and made us receive Jesus as our savior. He chose us, called us, poured His grace upon us, and led us to accept Christ as our savior. That is the correct order of our salvation. We could call upon the name of the Lord because He first received us and claimed us as His own. However, many believers do not understand this amazing reality of salvation. They still approach God legalistically and try to gain God’s approval through their religious efforts in order to secure and complete their salvation. It is just like Jesus’ disciples until the day of Pentecost. However, God’s faithfulness and compassion made them finally realize the word of truth perfectly fulfilled and dwelled inside them through the power of the Holy Spirit. As a result, they started following Gods’ dream with full trust for the rest of their lives. They experienced the power of Christ bringing them into His light out of their deep darkness.  In the midst of seeing their deep darkness where they found their “nothingness” before God, they had to call upon the name of the Lord alone because they found that was the only source of true life and hope. Therefore, even if anyone simply “calls upon the name of the Lord,” he won’t be saved. God must initiate all works for our salvation.  He will cause us to desperately call upon the name of Christ as the only source of our salvation. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven”(Matt.7:21).  “Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'”(Matt.7:22-23).  Jesus clearly said that many people who called upon the name of God would be rejected at the end. Then, who are those saved by calling upon the name of the Lord in today’s text? They are the ones who received the new tongues (the word of truth) through the power of the Holy Spirit. More specifically, they are the ones who very clearly perceived (horao) their own deep darkness and went down to the place of the cross where Jesus died because of their sins. Then they started calling upon the name of Christ for their salvation.. God sent the Holy Spirit like a wind and fire to carry them out from their deep darkness and burned away all the lies by which they were deceived. As a result, they finally discovered the amazing realty about themselves that wich God predestined for His divine mission toward His creation. 

Conclusion

Anyone can call upon the name of Christ Jesus. But no one can find the mystery hidden inside the name without the help of the Holy Spirit. True salvation comes from Gods’ sovereign will and provision.  Salvation seems to take place in a split-second in our lives, but all the efforts and desires of God to run the process of salvation for us is too great to imagine.  God invites us to realize this amazing reality of salvation.  He carries us from our seat of deep darkness through the wind and fire of His Spirit and places us at the seat of His glorious light.  Let us be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. Our gathering together is very important to continue this mission. God wants all of us to preach and teach the mystery of the cross (prophesy), to realize the spiritual messages hidden in all situations (visions), and to fulfill God’s dreams (dream) by rejecting the worldly dreams.  When we faithfully step forward by doing this job, God adds more faithful servants to our community.  The day of the Lord (the end time) will be coming soon. We must keep proclaiming the message of salvation and judgment to the world. 
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