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Acts 2:1-4  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Summary from last week
The ministry entrusted to God’s sons is to first experience “the heavenly serving” from God and then to pass on this same mission, “the heavenly serving,” to others. The goal of Jesus’ serving is to bring us into unity with Him through His death and resurrection. He spiritually makes us a part of His body so that He can intimately share with us His inheritance. Through His faithful ministry(heavenly serving), we were recreated as sons and daughters who absolutely trusts in and depends upon God alone. 
Judas tried to copy this divine “ministry” with legalistic and religious motivation. His deceitful serving caused by the work of the devil was finally exposed by Jesus. We all have the same sinful nature as Judas, yet God’s grace and love save us from the deep darkness.  We, God’s saints, must exercise this “heavenly serving” to each other. If we practice this ministry through legalistic and humanistic ways in our worship and fellowship, there will always be problems such as jealousy, judgment, and dissension rising among us.  It is because this kind of “earthly serving” will more strongly reinforce our lustful desire for good and evil.   The heavenly serving will naturally crumble down our good and evil judgment and earthly standards. It also will gradually break our walls stacked high by our sinful nature. In addition, it will create true friendship among us because the subject of the serving is Christ in us, and Christ brings all of us into His body as one.  All religions emphasize our effort to practice sacrificial love toward others, but the gospel teaches us to follow Jesus’ serving, which is impossible unless we become a part of His body through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus serves us to help us live a life of “self-denial” in order to depend upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all situations. 

“When the day of Pentecost came”

“Pentecost” was one of three prominent feasts(Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles) that was celebrated by ancient Israel.  Pentecost commemorates God giving the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai on the fiftieth day after the Exodus (Passover).  The day of Pentecost is also called “the Feast of Weeks” and “the Feast of Harvest.” On the day of Pentecost, all the firstborns, in Egypt except those among the Israelites, were put to death by God’s judgment.  Through the blood of lamb, the people of Israel were saved from the wrath of darkness and finally released from their bondage in the land of Egypt. On the fiftieth day after the Exodus, Moses received the Ten Commandment at Mount Sinai and came down to his people. But he saw that the people of Israel had made a golden calf and had returned to idol worship. As a result, Moses commanded all those that were for God(Levites) to put to the sword all those who had transgressed.  About three thousand people were killed (Exodus 32:28). When the law of God entered, their sins were revealed and they were judged to death. “The law was added so that the trespass (“paraptoma” - fall down to side. All mistakes and faults) might increase(“pleonazo”- superabound)”(Rom. 5:20). No one will escape God’s judgment from the law because the law demands perfect righteousness. Indeed, the law was given to make us aware of our sinful thoughts and behaviors before God. So, when the law came down from above, the people of Israel who committed to idol worship were punished to death.  

However, in the New Testament, a completely different scene is presented. The scary message of judgment by the law of God is turned into a message of blessing when the grace of God intervenes.  What happened on the day of Pentecost(the fiftieth) in out text today? It is almost the same as the Exodus account, but the result is the opposite.  After Jesus had the last communion with His disciples on the day of Passover, He was crucified the next day. His body was torn apart on the cross just like the Red Sea was split into two.  After fifty days passed, instead of the law that reveals and judges our sins, the grace and power of the Holy Spirit came upon His people in order to recreate His people so that they can never be condemned by the law anymore.  As a result, the disciples filled with the power of the Holy Spirit started boldly witnessing the gospel message to all. Through the preaching of Peter, a miracle took place. “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day”(Acts 2:41).  The same number as the three thousand people that died at Mount Sinai,  didn’t die but instead gained the new eternal life in Christ. God’s grace intervened. He inserted Himself as our savior in the midst of His judgment over our sin and death through the sacrifice of His son Jesus Christ. 
  	 
What was message given in the Old Testament? Before the law of God, every sin of all human beings will be revealed, and they will be put to judgment to death. We can’t fulfill the demands of the law with our own efforts and get out of the bondage of sin that condemns us.  However, In the New Testament, we see God’s amazing grace and work which broke all the judgment and curses that bind us through the power of the cross. All the darkness within us is absorbed into the light of God. The law judges our sins, but in Christ, the law would rather cause us to repent our sins and turn our ways to God.  Jesus fulfilled the law as He put them into one greatest law, which is “Neighborly love.”  He united it with our hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit (see Jer. 31:33, Exe. 36:27).  If we are in Christ, the law can’t condemn us anymore. The law is within us and works within us as a source of blessing.  Therefore, it is dangerous to religiously know and exercise the law of God.  Our real mission is to continuously realize truth – how Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law and embedded the law into our hearts. Then, the law of God united with our heart will lead us to love God more and live our lives for His honor and glory alone. 

What is “fifty”? 
 “The year of Jubilee” is the fiftieth year after the end of seven cycles of Sabbatical years (seven times seven years).  From a spiritual perspective, when the Sabbatical years pass seventy times (Seventy sevens), the world will end (Daniel 9:24).  That is the day of judgment for all, but it is also is the day of entering the “New heaven” for God’s people. During every year of Jubilee, all salves and prisoners would be freed, every property would be restored, debts would be forgiven, and the mercies of God would be particularly manifest (see Lev.25:8-54, Deut. 15:1-3). 
We always make each other bear a legalistic burden through our words and deeds based on our lustful desire for good and evil.  Our sinful nature causes everyone to be burdened by debts. “The year of Jubilee” symbolizes Christ who removes our debts through His death on the cross.  In Christ, God wants us to exercise the same love and mercy by freeing each other’s debts without any condition. Jesus taught us to pray, “Forgive(send off) us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” “Forgiveness” is an act of freeing one’s debt. Jesus said that we must forgive “seventy-seven” times (Matt.18:22).  True forgiveness takes place through our proclamation of God’s forgiveness and mercy to each other.  God’s abundance grace and forgiveness have been declared from the beginning of creation and will continue to the end of the world through Christ. Therefore, “the year of Jubilee” is the symbol of God’s kingdom coming to us in the future. We will be completely freed from the bondage of our sins which make each of us bear legalistic burdens and duties. We will unite with and live in the truth which has consumed all of our lustful desire for good and evil. That is the image of “a new heaven and a new earth” accomplished by Christ Jesus. “ And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away”(Rev.21:3-4). The number, “fifty” is God’s covenant number which shows His absolute promises that His people will enjoy perfect rest and peace in God’s kingdom

More specifically, what is the spiritual meaning of “7” which multiply the “fifty?”  God “blessed the seventh day and made it holy” (Gen.2:3). The “seventh” day became the day of “Sabbath” because God “rested from all his work” (Exo. 20:11).  The number “7” also displays Gods’ covenant.  Among the Ten Commandments, God explained the importance of keeping the day of Sabbath the longest. Also, the people of Israel took this commandment most seriously and sensitively. Anyone who didn’t keep this law was put to death ruthlessly. The reason why Israel became Babylon’s captive was because of their violation of this commandment.  As a result, the Sabbath took place in their desolated land “until the seventy years were completed” (2 Chron. 36:17-21).  The Sabbath day also has a very close relationship with the Exodus account which points to God’s “redemption.” “Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day” (Deut. 5:15). They had to observe the Sabbath day in order to remember how they were saved from Egypt by God.  The Sabbath day was blessed because God planted a seed of salvation and eternal life through Christ. Christ finally fulfilled Gods’ redemptive covenant for His people.  "Say to the Israelites, 'You must observe my Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am the LORD, who makes you holy”(Exo.31:13). The Sabbath day was a sign of God’s covenant. What was God’s covenant? “The terms I commanded of your forefathers when I brought them out of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace.' I said, 'Obey me and do everything I command you, and you will be my people, and I will be your God” (Jer. 11:4).   We became God’s children through Christ. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he lives. That is the meaning of Sabbath. But if one is outside Christ, he will never gain the true “rest” promised by God and will be put to death at the end. That is why God ordered them to punish those who didn’t keep the Sabbath day to death. “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ” (Col. 2:16-17). The Sabbath day symbolizes Christ, and true rest is only found in Christ. As we accept Jesus as our Lord and savior, we can enjoy the true rest of God’s covenant.  

Therefore, “7” means “rest,” “fulfillment of God’s covenant,” “Christ’s death,” “In Christ,” “blessing of life,” and so on.  However, it also means “judgment and death” as well for one who does not believe in Christ. In addition, the day of Jubilee (The Fiftieth Day) represents Gods’ perfect will for His people in which we would surely enjoy perfect rest, freedom, and peace in His kingdom as “7” repeats seven times. 

Jesus proclaimed the fulfillment of prophecy from Isaiah 61:1-2 which has a very close relationship with the promise of “The Day of Jubilee” when He began His ministry (Luke 4:18-21).   "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor" 21 and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:18-21).  God’s promise about our perfect Sabbath is already fulfilled in Christ.  The Holy Spirit fills our hearts with His power to realize and experience this amazing blessing at the present time.  We must exercise Jesus’ ministry entrusted to us. That is “the heavenly serving.”  Preaching and teaching the gospel message is the best mean to do this. By doing this, we can truly experience of forgiving each other’s debts and sharing the true freedom and rest provided by God’s light in the midst of our darkness.

Conclusion
God is a God of covenant. He has continually promised and guaranteed our perfect salvation in spite of our distrust and disobedience. Through Christ’s death and resurrection, His redemptive covenant was fulfilled and passed on to us freely by God’s grace and love.  The number “fifty” in the bible represents God’s great compassion and will toward His people that He will completely save His own people and bless them with His perfect rest in the midst of the fearful judgment by the law toward the sinful members of mankind. God’s covenantal timetable invades into our human time in order to unite us with Jesus’ death and to recreate a new life of resurrection in us. We are children of Gods’ covenant. We live in His covenantal timetable. The blessing of the Pentecost has already come up us. Let us enjoy the heavenly rest and peace in Christ.  
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