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Acts 1:17-26  17 he was one of our number and shared in this ministry."  18 (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out.  19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  20 "For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of Psalms, "'May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,' and, "'May another take his place of leadership.'  21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,  22 beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection."  23 So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias.  24 Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen  25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."  26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.

Summary from last week
The betrayal of Judas was God’s predestined will. Judas had no choice but to betray Jesus because he couldn’t find God’s hidden message of life in the midst of his own darkness. He always tried to be “rich” by himself with God’s power. We shouldn’t be embarrassed by his betrayal. His betrayal, in fact, satisfied God’s will. It is because the deepest darkness hidden inside every man was finally exposed through him. Everything we do is darkness before God’s eyes. And the darkness which is not illuminated by God’s light is evil. Within darkness, all men try to cover and hide their false motivation and craving desire, and furthermore, to stand in the place of God, always seeking self-gratification. This hidden ambition and pride is the wickedest sin because it caused Judas to betray and kill God.

We must be thankful so much to the mystery of the cross when we see the betrayal of Judas. The same sinful nature of Judas’ betrayal is also hidden in us, yet it was consumed and destroyed by the power of the cross. Even more, we became God’s new creation through the power of the resurrection.  All mankind is so wicked not because they have done evil things so much, but because they always hide their lustful desire and pretend to be so righteous, even by falsely using God’s holy name and word. Many people are so boastful for their own self-righteousness. They think they can become a god figure better than our real God. This is the true image of “the dead” spoken of by the bible. “The dead”, who do not have the life of God within themselves, always seek for their own self-gratification.  They think that they can sell anything or anyone, even God at any time for p profit. They are the image of “the thief” and “the devil” mentioned by Jesus.

“He was one of our number and shared in this ministry” (v.17)
Peter spoke with very important words in his message. The word,“numbered”(KJV) means “counted.” God know His people. He knows the exact number of His people that were saved by Jesus.  He counts everyone of as His own.  “And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered”(Matt.10:30). What is the number of God’s people? In Revelation, the saved number of God’s people is “144,000”(Rev.7:4, 14:1). This number must be understood spiritually, not literally. 144,000 is equal to 12x12x1,000.  The number 12 represents the number of God’s sons. God chose 12 tribes in the Old Testament and chose the 12 apostles in the New Testament. The number 1,000 means Gods’ eternity. In the Old Testament, we can see that God faithfully established His sons, the 12 tribes, in spite of their continuing corruptions and adulteries against Him. His works began with the first son, Reuben(“behold a son”) and ended with the last son, Benjamin(“son of the right hand”). Each son has a special meaning which shows how God established his people as his own sons through these 12 tribes. In the New Testament, God does the same thing. The 12 disciples always fought each other with jealousy, each trying to be a greater than the other, but God unceasingly loved them and finally united them through the cross of His son’s death and resurrection in order to recreate them as His perfect sons.  Therefore, the word, “numbered” spiritually means God’s perfect and concrete knowledge of all His own sons and daughters. He knows the real “I” individually more than we know ourselves.

However, Judas was numbered in an opposite way. In Revelation, the number of the devil is “666.” “This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666”(Rev.13:18). In chapter 13 of Revelation, there appears “a beast out of the sea,” “the dragon,” and “another beast out of the earth” who copy God of Trinity and deceive people who dwell on the earth so that they will worship the image of the beast. Those who have been deceived are the ones who try to act most righteously and piously through legalistic and religious efforts. God also exactly counts their numbers. 

God’s counting is exactly divided into two: First, God’s sons established through His own grace and efforts and second, the devil’s sons who always copy the image of God through their own legalistic and religious efforts. Judas, as one among Jesus’ disciples, worked hard as if he was the most righteous one, but his false motivation and deception were finally exposed by God. It is not strange at all that Judas was included as a disciple by Jesus. Jesus knew his deceitful heart from the beginning. The purpose of His selection of Judas was to expose the false image of God’s son created by the devil. God counts the number of the devil’s sons as well as the number of His own chosen sons.

The purpose of His accounting is so that God’s sons and daughters can “obtain His portion in His ministry”(NAS, KJV). The word, “ministry”(diakonia<diakonos : servant, pastor, deacon) means “serving” made from God above. It is God’s heavenly serving, and not our human type of serving. The word, “portion”(part) means “die, inheritance, and casting a lot.” Its meaning came from “breaking”(klao). Jesus broke the bread in the communion with His disciples. It symbolizes our joining with the body of Christ (1 Cor. 10;16). The word, “branch”(Klema) was derived from this word. “I am the vine, and you are the branch”(John 15:5). The word, “obtain”(lagchano)  means “to receive,” “to cast lots,” “to receive by divine allotment,” or “to determine by lots.”  God made us sons of His inheritance through His heavenly serving. It was the result of Gods’ divine election and determination for us.  So, we became a part of His body in order to do the same type of heavenly serving to others. 

Judas couldn’t obtain this same blessed portion from God’s ministry(serving). Jesus’ serving can be copied but can’t be done in the same way by anyone.  Christianity does not have the same purpose as that of other religions which accomplish their highest goals by sharing human sacrificial love and mercy with others. Our first goal is to become a branch of Jesus (be in union with Christ). Our true fruit comes from when we become a part of His body. “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me”(John 15:4). Jesus cursed “a fig tree” that did not have fruit but pretended to have it (Mark 11:12-14).  The subject of fruit bearing is God. In order to bear the fruit wanted by God, our false fruit must be recognized and rejected first. All of fruits such as love, peace, mercy, and justice practiced by human effort are caused by one’s legalistic and religious zeal for self-satisfaction and glorification.  These fruits will be distinguished and judged by God as evil sins.

Only true fruit-bearing comes from when we are united with Jesus through His death and resurrection. The power of the cross brings us into the light of God out of darkness. We were “dead” in sin and transgressions (Eph.2:1). But when we heard the life-giving word of Jesus, we became alive from “the dead.” This is the only true fruit-bearing before God’s eyes. God demonstrated the power of salvation for us through His heavenly serving. As a result, we can now bear the fruit of true love, peace, mercy, and justice which come through Him from heaven above. We were numbered by God for this reason. At the same time, the devil’s sons were numbered in order to bear false fruits continually through the telling of lies and demonstrating false serving. 

The death of Judas (vv.18-20)
The betrayal and death of Judas was repeatedly prophesied in the bible and finally fulfilled at the appointed time. However, we have to see this event not as a personal matter but as a representative principle for everyone. Everyone on earth, including us, was involved in His betrayal and death. What was the fulfillment of the prophecies? Matthew found the prophecies about the money paid to Judas, “thirty pieces of silver” and “the field of a potter” purchased by the Pharisees from Zechariah(11:12-14) and Jeremiah(19:4-11). Judas committed suicide by hanging himself at the place called “Akeldama,” the field of blood because “there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out”(v.18).  Matthew found this fulfillment from Psalm 69:25). “'May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it.”

We must be careful when we interpret Judas’ account because one might take his sinful deeds as a personal event. The bible actually delivers a very important message about human’s wickedest sin rooted in all people through Judas’ account. Furthermore, we shouldn’t end up with a wrong impression from this account. One might consider Judas’ death as God’s judgment from the result of his apostasy by betraying Jesus. He wasn’t a true believer from the beginning. He was “the devil’ who was selected by God in order to expose the deepest darkness of our wicked sin. Many books in the Old Testament prophesied about his betrayal and death for the purpose of revealing the real evilness rooted in every sinner before God.
Judas’ death seemed more righteous when compared to Peter’s deed. Judas felt so much guilt related to his betrayal against his master that he decided to be responsible by punishing himself to death. He seemed to be a man of justice. However, the bible describes him as “the devil” because this kind of behavior was caused by His deep lustful desire for good and evil which made him an extremely religious person based on his own beliefs.  He became his own god and so punished himself in the place of God. This is, indeed, the most legalistic, religious, and humanistic crime before God. Through Judas’ account, we must learn the miserable reality of our sins and then seek for God’s abundant grace to overcome our temptation and deception by the devil. The bondage of our sin can only be broken and healed by the power of God. Through the three times of denial, Peter finally realized how miserable, sinful, and wicked he was.  Even more, he mourned with a desperate heart of repentance because his wicked evil nature couldn’t be removed by any of his own power and effort. He started seriously seeking God’s absolute help with a broken heart in order to be set free from the bondage of his sin. 

For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection”(v.22) 
Why did God choose to save us? What is the real blessing of our salvation? It is for us to have a part in the first resurrection which resolved our spiritual death now. Then, it is for us to participate in the second resurrection which will put on us “the image of the heavenly” at Jesus’ return. The blessing of the first resurrection which united us with Christ gives us new spiritual eyes and ears to read the message of God’s determined will and provision in all situations.  As we see and hear the truth, we must witness the light of God with the pure word given by the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ resurrection is the work of recreation taking place in our present lives. We must learn to stop our good and evil judgment which divides light and darkness according to our own lustful desire. God always works to bring His light out of our darkness. We must be able to correctly realize God’s hidden message in the midst of hardships and troubles. Then, we won’t be deceived and swayed by other people’s lies and false judgments in all situations. 


“To take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."  26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles”(vv.25-26)
Peter suggested choosing a new apostle who could witness the mystery of Jesus’ resurrection to replace Judas. His intention was to fulfill the word of prophecy that comes from Psalm 109:8. “"'May another take his place of leadership.” He wasn’t trying to distinguish or boast of his calling and authority, but to claim the importance of the task given by God entrusted to His sons. We are numbered and called to take part(inheritance) of this divine “ministry(diakonia- serving) and apostleship(“sending off”).”  Judas’ leadership was falsely exercised because he wasn’t numbered in God’s divine purpose.  Therefore, Judas was “left to go where he belongs”(v.25). The word, “left”(para+lambano) means “go by the side of.” It is why he is more wicked than anyone. He pretended to follow the way of truth and copied the form of the cross almost cloning Jesus. However, he didn’t really walk straight in the way of Jesus but always went by the side of him, deceiving everyone’s eyes and ears.  True Christian faith is not to shape a nice-looking form of righteousness and holiness outwardly through self-development. Instead, we are called to continuously walk in the life of self-denial in order to discover the amazing work of God who already recreated us as righteous sons through Jesus’ death and resurrection. In order for us to take a part in the “ministry”(diakonia- serving), we must first receive and correctly experience Jesus’ “ministry”(serving). That “ministry” is a divine invitation into sharing His death and resurrection on the cross.  Through this ministry, we became a part(branch) of His body. We must receive His reign alone in life. In the same way, our ministry is also to invite others into this union with the cross by preaching and teaching the gospel correctly. Before experiencing Jesus’ heavenly serving in our lives, we must stop any attempt to serve others legalistically and religiously.

“Casting lots” is an act of trust in God’s sovereign decision. It is an act of faith to depend upon God’s will instead of our own judgment for good and evil. As a result of casting lots, the person named “Matthias”(gift of God) was “numbered” with the eleven apostles. Our salvation is absolutely the gift of God. Through His divine accounting, we entered into the blessing of salvation by His grace.

Conclusion
Let us realize once again the amazing blessing of God given to us.  He numbered us as His sons and daughters and recreated us through His heavenly serving. The gospel is not a religion. The wickedest act before God is to imitate a form of godliness through religious exercises. The true power of godliness comes from experiencing our union with Jesus’ death and resurrection.  He served us first in heavenly love and grace. The same ministry is entrusted to His sons. Let us continue to receive the power of the Holy Spirit in order to faithfully preach and teach the mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection with the pure word of God.
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