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Acts 1:12-16  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city.  13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty)  16 and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus--

Summary from Last Sermon

God’s people must remember and trust His promised word with patience, waiting for the fulfillment of His promise being manifested in life.  The bible is God’s covenant word. The Old Testament is the old covenant of God, and so, the New Testament is also the new covenant of God. We have to find important connections and the process of accomplishment of God’s covenants between the two.  The bible testifies that the old covenant was completely fulfilled in Christ who came to us as the new covenant. The church should understand and enjoy this amazing fulfillment of the new covenant. The accomplishment of God’s covenants many times may look as if it is working too slow and is unrealistically manifesting in our lives. Yet we have to continue to fight all temptations by faith because our triumph was already determined by God. God’s covenant for His people can’t be canceled or broken. It is already fulfilled and always progresses according to His plan in our lives.

The filling of our soul by the Holy Spirit guides us to realize the faithfulness of God’s covenant being fulfilled in our lives. The Holy Spirit continues to consume all lies and replace them with God’s new living word within us. The new life-giving word brings us into the light of God’s covenant out of the darkness to which we were bound. There are still many of God’s people who desperately wait to hear the same life-giving word for their salvation. So, we have to faithfully preach the true gospel with all our strength. When we preach and teach legalistic, mystical, and religious lies, only people who like to hear those lies will come to our church. 

Our acceptance of Jesus Christ and our fist resurrection took place at the same time.  We were “the dead” from our birth.  But when the new spirit and word enter into our souls, the life of the dead who were filled with lies, becomes the life of one who will rise up as a living one. We can now hear and speak the pure word of truth.  Through the power of the resurrection, we gained new spiritual ears and eyes. With that new spiritual function given to us as a spiritual gift by God, we can now discern the real lies which cause us to pay attention to earthly things. Furthermore, we can enjoy and testify to the pure and holy word of truth which reveals the heavenly blessings. The church must continuously discover this amazing blessing and witness the gospel’s truth to the world. We who had a part in the first resurrection should wait for the second resurrection in order to put on “the image of the heavenly.”

They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers (v.14)
After Jesus’ ascension, all of the apostles and disciples gathered in the upper room of Mark’s and spent time in fervent prayer. The word, “together”(homo+thumadon) means “one united holy passion and righteous anger.” This should be the basis of all our prayers. Our “prayer”(proseuche- make a petition toward) and “supplication”(deesis<deo<binding) must be provoked by the holy and the pure word of God. Jesus’ disciples realized the lies and deception by the devil in their old prayers. They realized their old prayers made them put themselves more into the bondage of lustful legalism because of the lies that filled their hearts and caused them to do such ungodly things. After being with the resurrected Jesus, they once again realized the absolute power of God’s life-giving word which needed to fully control their hearts and mouths in their prayer. They knew, without the power of God, they couldn’t do anything right. They would be deceived again by all the lies rising out of the darkness. The false prayers made them greater liars before God.  We should check out our payer. The legalistic and religious prayers always cause us to look for our craving desires to be fulfilled. In fact, we become ourselves as a god and pray toward ourselves. This kind of prayer based on the legalistic lust destroys one’s soul.  Now, Jesus’ disciples turned their eyes solely toward God Himself, seeking His will alone. Only desiring for the covenant of God to be fulfilled, they put all of their passion into a united prayer binding themselves into the covenant of God.
The purpose of prayer is not to change darkness into light. Instead, the real purpose of prayer is to discover the hidden light and follow the light’s direction in the midst of darkness. Prayer generated by our own judgment of good and evil knowledge always deceives us into seeking fulfillment based on our own satisfaction and glory. This is the same as idol worship.  True prayer always leads us to faithfully seek God’s will alone in the midst of darkness by stopping our own good and evil judgment and causing us to wait patiently for His determined will to manifest. The disciples’ prayer was completely changed after they realized the reality of their wicked sins and deceptions by the devil.  They always fought to be a greater, selfishly praying for earthly blessings. But now they were united together with holy passion and righteous anger, seeking God’s will alone in their prayer. True prayer is realizing heavenly will through the covenant of God’s living word and waiting for the moment when, “God’s kingdom come, and His will be done” (Matt. 6:10). 

"Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago”(v.16)
Peter stood up(anastemi: rise up toward above) to speak. He was filled with the living word of God. Concerning Judas, He said, “The Scripture had to be fulfilled.” “Judas” was the only one that didn’t come from the Galilee region but from “Iscariot”, a small region that belonged to Judah. Its meaning is “He shall be praised.” His name was very common and popular at that time. One of Jesus’ disciples was also “Judas” surnamed Thaddeus, a son of Jacob, and a half-brother of Jesus was Judas. But after Judas Iscariot, no one really uses that same name.

In Matthew, chapter 1, Jesus’ genealogy shows that Jesus came from the tribe of Judah. But ironically Judah who was the fourth son of Jacob once tried by himself to cut off this messianic blood line. This is shown in chapter 38 of Genesis. He didn’t keep his promise to give his son, Shelah to Tamar who was his daughter-in-law. She was the wife of Judah’s first son, Er(“Levirate marriage”). However, Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute and slept with Judah. As a result, she gave birth to Perez, the son who finally would succeed to the Messianic line.  In spite of this immoral adultery of sinners, our Messiah came to redeem our sins.  
Who betrayed the Messiah, Jesus? It was the man named “Judas”(from Judah).  God was not praised by him, but killed by His wicked sins. God chose the tribe of Judah not because they were worthy but because He wanted to expose our wicked sins hidden in our hearts through the lives of persons named after “Judah”. Why do people name their children after Judah or Judas? They want to be proud of their special blessing given by God.  God specifically choose Judah to fulfill His promise.  The word, “chosen” or “election” sounds like a great blessing, yet this special blessing, in fact, consumes and destroys our lust and pride in order to bring us into His light out of darkness.

Why did Judas betray Jesus? Judas was a smart person who was in charge of “the money box” (John 12:6). He probably had some respect and trust from others. When Jesus mentioned about someone betraying Him, no one doubted that it would be Judas (see John 13:21-25). But he was a “thief” and “devil” who thoroughly practiced his lustful desire to be satisfied (John 12:6, 6:70).   From the beginning, he followed Jesus to fulfill his evil desire and ambition for “money” and finally betrayed Jesus in the hope that he would be rich and famous in the world.  

Did Jesus know about his betrayal? He knew it. He said, “It would be better for him if he had not been born”(Mark 14:21).  Then, why did Jesus chose him to be one of his disciples? Was Judas saved but later became an apostate by the devil’s deception? Some people say that he had three chances to repent but lost the opportunities. Much confusion may arise from Judas’ story. But Peter clearly answered the questions about it. “The Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas”(v.16). Judas’ betrayal was predestined by God. Within God’s decree, that predestination was fulfilled. “I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things” (Isa. 45:7).  Certainly, God did not create or promote evil things. He made darkness and provided the way to come to His light from the darkness. But if one is deceived by Satan in the midst of darkness, he will be buried in darkness forever. One must first receive God’s grace to get into the light out of darkness. Without God’s grace intervening in one’s life, no one can break the chain of darkness. Judas was the perfect example. His betrayal was too obvious because he fell short of the grace of God. We shouldn’t judge Judas like we do other people’s affairs.  Judas is just exactly what we are. If God’s grace and love does not hold onto us continuously, we all become exactly the same as Judas. Judas was a “devil” from the beginning. We have also belonged to the devil from our birth. Judas couldn’t see the devil’s continued deception because God’s grace was absent in his life. As a result, he was used as an example to expose the real darkness hidden in every man’s heart.  People probably trusted him by judging his outlook and background. He could deceive everyone except God. This is another example of sin, our lustful judgment for good and evil. Judas trusted his own beliefs and judgments more than anything else, so he became the most useful tool for Satan. If we are God’s people, we shouldn’t be too confident about our judgment for good and evil. That is why God’s people need to pray for the Holy Spirit to rule over their minds and hearts. Jesus died for this reason. He exposed the nature of our wicked sin and nailed it to the cross. Who crucified Jesus on the cross? It was not Judas. We all did.  We have been given a profound message about our sin and evil nature through the life of Judas.

When did the Holy Spirit speak long ago concerning Judas? It was in Psalm 41:9. “Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.” Peter saw Judas’ betrayal as a fulfillment of God’s predestined word. Jesus also mentioned it in the same way when he said to his disciples who were going to a village called Emmaus, “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44). 
So, we shouldn’t get angry toward Judas who became “as guide for those who arrested Jesus.” It was merely God’s plan being fulfilled. The word, “fulfill”(pleroo) means “satisfy, complete, be full, and be perfect.” The betrayal of Judas, in fact, satisfied God’s will and completed God’s predestined plan. This is the spiritual perspective with which God’s people should understand when they see this evil event. 

Therefore, we shouldn’t judge anyone as if he or she is a Judas, or fight physically against anyone who behaves like Judas. Within God’s permissible plan and intention, those evil things and people were used to accomplish God’s absolute goodness. Therefore, if you know the mystery of the gospel, you won’t be bound to good and evil situations visible to your eyes, but instead you will find true rest in the Lord. Who are the most miserable persons? They are the people who try hard to live depending solely on their own strength and judgment for good and evil.  Who are the most blessed? They are the ones who can see this spiritual reality and find themselves free and content from all good and evil situations as judged by others. Furthermore, they trust everything in God and earnestly seek for God’s will to be accomplished in their life according to His way.

Conclusion
How does God fulfill His perfect will in our lives? He allows the darkness of emptiness and chaos into our lives that just looks like “the betrayal of Judas.” In the midst of this kind of darkness, we find the tower of “Babel”, which we have established being gradually crumbled. That deep darkness may terribly torment us, yet it will turn into the greatest blessing for us to discover the light of God’s life at the end if we are not deceived by lies but stand firm in truth. There is a proverb saying, “Even though the sky looks like it is falling, there’s always a way you can survive.” This is inapplicable to God’s people. The heaven that is united with us never crumbles down. Through our broken and crumbling experiences, we would rather see our idols being collapsed and find God’s perfect will and covenant being accomplished.

Our true rest and freedom are gained through discovering this spiritual reality in Christ. Try to embrace all situations which look like darkness by faith. Our faith is to put our trust in God’s permissible plans and divine intervention. The more we see the deep darkness, the more we have the chance to find God’s faithful sovereignty. During times of trouble, try to see all things more objectively from God’s spiritual perspective. Judas’ betrayal satisfied God’s plan. In the same way, all things happen under God’s control to satisfy His perfect will for us.  Every situation will be a training aid to help us to grow as a spiritual man or woman of God. In order to break the darkness, let us try to enter more into God’s presence and reign in which He absolutely controls and supervises all darkness.
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