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Text: 1 Corinthians 15:16-22  

“16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.

The greatest fear that everyone has is about death. Usually we forget about it, but when a sudden sickness or accident comes into our life, we seriously question ourselves about the reality of death.  When or how are we going to die? What will happen to us after death?  We wish to live longer and stay with our loving family, friends, jobs, and environment forever if possible.  However, time never stops. Everything changes, gets old, get rotten, and disappears. Everyone will become “the dead” someday.

The bible reveals an important mystery about the beginning and the end of our life. If we do not know this amazing mystery, we have no choice but to always live with regret about our past, with insecurity about our present, and fear about our future.  In addition, we have to strive hard to gain more secure blessings with our own strength as long as we live on earth.  It is because that will be the only source of comfort and peace to gain, and it will help to forget the fear of death temporarily.  But when death comes, nothing can’t be kept and be taken with us. Most people work hard with great insecurity and fear for the future.  They want to keep themselves alive and avoid death. They do not want to be forgotten as “dead” by others.  Their thoughts are bound by the deception that no one can keep “I” alive except “I.” 

Beginning of our life
When did our life begin? Everyone has one’s own birthday and birth place. However, what is our real time-schedule discovered in Christ? The bible says, “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holly and blameless in his sight”(Eph. 1:4).  Our believers’ birth was determined in God’s revelation outside our time. In other words, our existence was already recognized by God and present in His kingdom before the creation. Paul also testified about Jacob in the same way. “Before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad-- in order that God's purpose in election might stand:  12 not by works but by him who calls-- she was told, "The older will serve the younger” (Rom.9:11-12).  His birth was already determined based on God’s election and calling.  He was born by God’s appointed time and sent to the world in order for God’s determined will to be established through his life.  All of the other ancestors of faith had the same spiritual background and went through so much hardship during their lives because of God’s election and calling.  What does the bible testify to us? Just like them, we are also sent by Gods’ kingdom to fulfill “God’s purpose” (see John 1:6, 17:23-24, 1 Cor. 1:17). “I have summoned you by name; you are mine”(Isa.43:1). Our spiritual background is Gods’ kingdom. Our real spiritual birth time is before creation. 

Our Life Journey
“In Christ,” the church, God’s people found amazing spiritual support and background. Why do we come to this world and what kind of life should we live? Through the life of God’s chosen people, God reveals and accuses the spiritual reality of mankind. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom.3:23). “Just as sin entered the world through one man(Adam), and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned’ (Rom. 5:12).  The nature of “sin” is the lustful desire for good and evil. All men cursed with this sinful nature have established their own tower of Babel in order to be a “god” figure in the world.  All mankind wishes to be “rich”(legalistic, religious, mystical, and humanistic lifestyles) through hard works based on their full, craving knowledge of good and evil until the end. They want their name to be renowned even after death. This is the common, yet miserable lifestyle of all mankind who is bound to their earthly time reference. Within this limited time schedule, they naturally compete with one another to boast of their wealth, health, and success, hoping their name will be remembered throughout history. They don’t see the real time of eternity beyond our time. They do not know that our time is given to us to learn about God’s kingdom and to prepare us in order to enter into God’s eternity. 
How should we, God’s people, live then? We spiritually entered into God’s time-table through Christ. We are not bound to the darkness of our visible time and place. Instead, we should realize God’s determined will and desire in all situations.  We see the wicked work of the devil playing out in the lustful desire for good and evil deeply rooted in our heart. All mankind can’t have a purpose other than seeking “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life“(1 John 2:16) within their short life. Everyone is confined in the darkness of emptiness and chaos. God’s people can now see the spiritual reality of darkness in every aspect of their life. Furthermore, they become thankful for all of the circumstances, especially the painful and sorrowful experiences in their past and present. It is because they realized the true reality of sin and death caused by the deception of the devil.  Also, they discovered God’s righteousness faithfully saves His people in the midst of their suffering and hardships.   They also realize the absolute necessity of God’s saving grace and power which conquered their bondage of sin and death through Christ while they lived in the life of wilderness. Our life of faith in God might be harder as much as we have come to realize the mystery of the gospel. It is because of the completely different standard of living led by those blessed with the Spirit of God.  We spiritually become a “foreigner” or “gentile” in this world as the world becomes “unworthy” of us (Heb. 11:38). 
God promised that the power of the Holy Spirit will come and dominate our whole lives so that we will continue to expose all lies and preach the pure word of heaven that has truly saved us from our sins and death (Acts 1:8, Matt. 28:18-20).   Let us be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. We must faithfully preach and teach against all lies and deceptions of the world.  “When he(the Holy Spirit) comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment.”  The Holy Spirit will continually guide us not to be deceived by all of the lies and to covert the world by preaching the true reality of the gospel through its hearing the pure word of truth given by the Holy Spirit.  This witnessing is the true life of God’s people as He sent it and entrusted it to us by His kingdom.

The End of Our Life
No matter how long we live, life is too short when compared to the life of eternity. “What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14). Everyone will face death someday. It might come very suddenly without a sign. When “death” comes, our breath will stop, and we will be turned into dust. It is because of God’s word. “For dust you are, and to dust you will return” (Gen.3:19).  God said, “you will die” when you eat fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Our body will vanish like dust, but our soul shouldn’t be vanished. “Dust” spiritually is the result of remaining in the bondage of the curse due to our lustful knowledge of the law. We must realize the reality of this bondage of our sins through the law and must come out of darkness to gain the light through the grace of God.  Without knowing the spiritual blessings hidden in the gospel, people just have to work to bear fruits from dust until they become dust.  The life of “dust” will lead one to the lake of eternal fire (Rev.20:14). How miserable it is that one will end his life as dust? God’s grace and love is the only source of life that will rescue us from an eternal life of “dust.”  

What is the life of eternity testified to by the bible? What will be the future of God’s people? In Revelations it says, just like our past is already determined in God’s eternal world, our future is also already set by God’s sovereign will. Therefore, the end of our life is just the new beginning of a new life that starts again in God’s eternal world.  From the perspective of revelation, we were sent from God’s kingdom and will be sent back to our home after fulfilling God’s mission in this foreign country through suffering and persecution.  In chapter 4 and 5 of Revelation, God showed John the perfect church of God already established by His sovereign grace and power in heaven during the great persecution.  The end of our life on earth is the beginning g of our true blessing in eternity.  All of our past and present pains and suffering are spiritual training aids for us to realize the true reality of God’s perfect kingdom coming to us soon.

Meaning of “Resurrection”
Let us more clearly understand the reality of the spiritual world in the gospel. Did we really receive the faith of salvation from God? Is Christ really my Lord and savior? Did the Holy Spirit come upon me and wash away all of my sins with water and blood? Do we really believe Jesus’ death and resurrection as our own experience? 

The word, “resurrection”(anastasis=ana+histemi(stand up)) means “stand upright and upward.”  Every human being must be buried under the ground because of our corruption by sin. But the Holy Spirit baptizes us with water and blood  in grace and unites us with the life of heaven.  The word, “cross”(stauros<histemi) means “upright standing pole of covenant.” The word is also derived from the word, “histemi(stand up).”  The force of legalistic gravity (the knowledge of good and evil) binds us as an earthly being and makes us “the dead” who live under the curse of death(dust). But Jesus’ death consumed all of that evil power binding us through the power of the Holy Spirit when we are baptized with His blood and water. Death, which is the wage of sin, was completely demolished through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. That fearful force of darkness became powerless in our life. Now the new force that comes from heave above pulls us into the life of God. It is like the dead lying on the ground rising up toward heaven. This is the power of the “Resurrection.”  Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;  26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"(John 11:25-26). The fear of death turned into the blessing of life. Our death was put to death by the death of Christ.  By grace through faith given by God, we see and enjoy this great blessing in Christ. Now we find ourselves enjoying true rest from the bondage of our human time. The power of resurrection brings us out of all in our past pains and suffering,, all of our insecurity in our present, and all of our fear for the future. In addition, it spiritually opens our eyes to see and our ears to listen to the life of truth as ones who belong to heaven from now on. 

When we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, what kind of spiritual realities were fulfilled in our life? First, we came out of “the first dead” and entered into “the first resurrection.”  The time of our physical death is not the “first death.”  The bible says that “sin” entered into the world through Adam, and as a result, we all became “the dead” from birth. “You were dead in your transgressions and sins”(Eph. 2:1). This realization will lead us to see that our “dead” was put to death in Christ’s death.  The condition of “the dead” means one’s life living without God’s life.  Before God’s eyes, everyone who does not have the life of Christ is considered as dead like a corpse.  We live in sin and suffering. The blessing of the resurrection spiritually means one will rise up from the dead by gaining the life of Christ at the present time (v.16). “The first resurrection” already took place when we accepted Christ in our hearts(see John 3:3, Rev. 20:4-6).  Although we are gradually getting old and becoming sick, the curse of being “the dead” was destroyed by the power of the cross.  Our physical death in the future merely marks our transition of entering into “the second resurrection.” The second resurrection is the glorious event for which we will be put on “the image of the heavenly” replacing “the image of the earthly” at the time of Jesus’ returning (1 Cor. 15:47-49). To God’s chosen people, the time of physical death will be the most blessed time of our “lives” because “the image of the earthly” will be finally taken off. “The image of the heavenly” can be put on only after “the image of the earthly” is put off.  Without resolving “the first death,” one will still remain in “the image of the earthly” and finally he will be thrown into “the lake of fire” as “the dead”(corpse) (Rev. 20:11-15).

Let us enjoy the blessing of “the first resurrection”
The power of the resurrection destroyed our time-table to which we area bound with pain, insecurity, and fear.  It put our present life into the new time –table of God’s revelation. Let God’s abundant grace continue to reign over our lives. Our spiritual eyes and ears will be opened to see the real beginning, process, and end of our life that is completely dominated by God’s mighty power.  The more we realize, the more we will enjoy true peace and rest of heaven in life.  We won’t fear or be wounded by worldly events and environment. My life, begun by God’s holy calling, has been molded by God’s divine will, and we will dwell in our heavenly home at His appointed time.  All the symptoms of sins, pains, illnesses, sufferings, and death in our lives are “training aids” allowed by God in order for us to spiritually realize the real truth and spiritual world reigned over by God.  The spirit of the resurrection continues to recreate and renew those of us who were united with the death of Christ so that we may boldly preach and teach this mystery of the gospel.  The event of the resurrection is not just destined for our future. It is the great spiritual blessing that we can experience at the present time.  “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection”(Rom. 6:5). Let us continually be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Let us see our future that has been already decreed by God’s will by faith.  Let us surpass our present living by God’s grace.  Let us pray, “Let God’s kingdom come, and His will be done” through His church. Amen.
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