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6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.

Summary from last week
What is the dirtiest or cleanest word in the world? Saying profanity doesn’t mean all dirty words. Likewise, saying clean words doesn’t mean that they are all clean.  As we learned last week, if one does not have a life-giving word given by the Holy Spirit, all words that come out of one’s mouth are dirty.  All lustful words for good and evil are lies before God.  No matter how clean sounds one may make, they are still dirty because the words are rooted in the lustful desire for good an evil.  Let us realize this spiritual reality of which we are bound to the words of darkness.  But let us also realize God’s abundant grace which continues to reform our deceitful hearts with His light.  His greatest covenant is to save us from the darkness of all lies. It will be definitely fulfilled for His children only through His way. Let us see His provision that is displayed in our text today.

Disciple’s interest: When is the time of restoring His kingdom to Israel?
The resurrected Jesus spent forty days with His disciple. He encouraged them to wait for God’s promise to be fulfilled in Jerusalem. They probably had a great time of revival through this spiritual training. However, they asked Jesus a final question with most curiosity before His ascension to heaven.  “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”(v.6). They asked about the time for the full reign of God’s kingdom over Israel.  Did they even understand correctly for what they asked? Probably not at all!  Anyway, God’s answer was very simple. “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.”(v.7). Jesus already answered to them in the same way a long time ago (Matt. 24:3-5, 36-42). 

What was their problem? They couldn’t still recognize their bondage to the law. The final question indicates their most concerned in their heart.   It reveals the deepest darkness of the law that tightly bounded their minds.  Their legalistic mind for good and evil blinded their minds to understand “Israel” merely as their special territory chosen by God and a great privilege for their faith.  The evil root of our sin is so deep just like this way.  After the fire of the Holy Spirit came upon them at the Pentecost, they started understanding the heart of God. God wanted the gospel to be preached for all people outside Israel. Peter’s narrow minded could be changed even after having a revelation from God. He finally went to preach the gospel to the gentiles in Cornelius’s household after he received a vision from God while dreaming (Acts 10:9-23).  They couldn’t come out of their evil ideology and prejudice because they had learned from and lived by the legalistic law in the past. We have to be aware of the same root of darkness within us. If we don’t realize this spiritual problem, we can never overcome our limitation no matter how hard we pray for the work of the Holy Spirit in our life.  What happened later to their church in Jerusalem which once had a great revival? The church gained a sort of pride and confidence from it. So, later God allowed a great persecution and scattered them all.  Later, Antioch church was eventually used for the world mission.  Paul and Barabbas were sent as the first missionaries to preach the gospel to the gentiles (Acts. 11:19-30).   

“Israel” shouldn’t be restored in the way the disciples wanted.  Why? It is because they didn’t spiritually understand the true meaning of “Israel.” They never carefully listened to the gospel message and correctly understood God’s will. They took the message of God literally and legalistically interpreting it with their own lustful knowledge for good and evil.  Through the cross event, the church spiritually became the “true Israel” in Christ.  “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel”(Rom.9:6). The true Israel is “the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring”(Rom.9:8).  “God’s purpose in election” stands “not by works but by him who calls”(Rom. 9:11). “A remnant chosen by grace”(Rom. 11:5), these are the true Israel, and the true Israel is made up of all the churches born through Christ. 

Let us discern the reality of darkness that binds us. Without the help of the Holy Spirit, we can’t surpass our territory, education, environment, and ideology that are deeply rooted in us.  We usually try to adjust the gospel message to fit our interests. We usually take advantage of the gospel message to achieve our satisfaction.  Jesus chose his disciples not because they were superior but because they were the most stiff-necked people of Israel. Through them, we can learn the same lesson about our sinful reality.  However, by God’s grace, all the same bondage and deception of sin were completely overcome and consumed by the power of the cross. 

What is the meaning of “Israel?” God changed the name of Jacob to Israel after He struck and wrenched Jacob’s hip, which spiritually symbolized Jacob’s death on the cross. “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome”(Gen.32:28).  Jacob means “heel-catcher” or “undermines.” He was like a thief and a fraud.  His only concern was always to gain more wealth and success by using God’s power. God finally sent His angel to strike him to death and made him Israel who was born again through God’s new life. “Israel” means “God prevails.” When God’s grace intervened, Jacob was able to come out of his bondage of darkness.  In our history, God has continually given birth to His descendants in the same way. Jesus’ disciples didn’t understand correctly the true meaning of Israel. They again took the name of blessing for their own pride and gratification.  Jesus told them that they didn’t need to know “the times(kairos) or dates(chronos) the Father has set by his own authority”(v.7).  Why? It is because the true Israel was already restored in Christ. We became the true Israel who can surpass all things in Christ.  Through God’s grace and power, we can surpass all of our bondages and limitations.  What did God promise to us? 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you”
What is the greatest blessing given to God’s children? It is being filled with the Holy Spirit.  The “Holy Spirit”(hagious pnuema) means “pure, innocent, and perfect word.” The main work of the Holy Spirit is to fill our hearts with His “pure, innocent, and perfect word” so that we may enjoy and proclaim the word of truth to the world.  It helps us to overcome the whole world which is filled with dirty and lustful words which come from the devil’s deception. Before God’s eyes, all words that come out of the human mouth are dirty, fake, and fabricated lies because all the words of man are based on the lustful knowledge for good and evil, and its nature is always  judgmental and deceitful.  

The word, “comes”(eperkomai) means “arrive, take over, and attack.” The Holy Spirit attacks and breaks up our words of lie and deception.  Jesus’ disciples had lost their legalistic, religious, and humanistic words through the spiritual training received during their life in the wilderness with their master, Jesus.  They completely lost their trust in themselves as well as others while going through the cross event. They found themselves being deceived by their own lustful words and also being deceitful to each other and their master.  What did they realize after all? Only Jesus’ word was to be trusted. It was the source of life-giving which could save them from all the darkness.  Although the devil’s attack made them fall time after time, the work of the Holy Spirit was more persistent.  As promised, the Holy Spirit finally invaded into their whole life, it attacked their darkness with fire, and dominated them with the word of new life. Jesus’ disciples witnessed God’s inevitable and irresistible grace and power as it took taking over all of their weaknesses and wickedness. 

True power of the Holy Spirit is the manifestation of God’s living word in our lives. “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joins and marrow: it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”(Heb. 4:12).  Many people misinterpret verse 8. They look at it as merely the spiritual empowerment and gift to do signs and wonders in their ministry.  They want to be like Moses and Elijah who did many great miracles through Gods’ mighty power. That is also the devil’s deception that tries to bring us into the law again. What is the real empowerment of the Holy Spirit in our life? It is that our “old self” who always deceive with fake words and lies is being broken and consumed, and our “new self” is completely dominated by the new living word and recreated through the Holy Spirit.  They bible shows how Gods’ living word gradually and finally dominate His people through His Spirit.  Moses completely lost his words as he lived his life in the wilderness life for forty years.  When he was sent to Egypt, he only delivered God’s pure and perfect words which were not mixed with his own words. “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to you servant. I am slow of speech and tongue”(Exo.4:10). His life was completely broken through the life in the wilderness. God answered him. “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say”(Exo.4:12).  This is God’s will and purpose of sending His Spirit upon us. God wants to establish His servants who can speak and deliver His holy and perfect words that are completely set apart from human lustful standards and judgment. “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips”(Isa.6:5). This is a desperate confession of Isaiah. When Isaiah was in the temple being filled with Gods’ full glory, he immediately recognized his sinful words and unclean lips before God. No matter how clean the words are that one speaks, if the words do not have the life of God in them, then they are all lies coming out of unclean lips. If we do not correctly realize and enjoy the mystery of the gospel, then we naturally speak to fulfill our own satisfaction and tell lies before people and God.  After meeting with Jesus, the apostle Paul who had eloquent knowledge and speech confessed this, “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord”(Phil.3:8). He realized that all the previous abilities he once trusted was a rubbish thing and led him to speak and teach others untruth with unclean lips.  He earnestly wished to each time teach and preach God’s clean and holy words alone. “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power”(1 Cor.2:4).  He didn’t emphasize the performance of miracles during his ministry. The real demonstration of God’s power is to preach and teach the holy, clean, and perfect word of truth. He strived hard not to mix the message of truth with his own wisdom and knowledge. This is also the first priority of our pray. When the Holy Spirit’s power comes upon us, He will destroy our human words, wisdom, and judgment that come from our lustful desire for good and evil, and fills our hearts with the one perfect truth.  Jesus gathered all his disciples in Jerusalem which was the most dangerous place for them on purpose.  In the upper room of Mark, His disciples had to hold solely onto Gods’ word and wisdom and pray for His will to be fulfilled in His way. The grace of God intervenes in the midst of our deep darkness in order to recreate us anew through His clean and perfect words. 

Therefore, “you will receive(lambano) power(dunamis)” means, “The power of God will dominate you so that you will only speak God’s clean and holy words.” The purpose of anointing us with God’s power is not to elevate our life to a better and higher place but to reform our thoughts, hearts, and minds to be filled with God’s life-giving words.  People want more power from God, but with the wrong motivation. The power of God comes to cast out our wrong motivation and all lies that come from it.  When the true power of God comes upon us, we will see that our lies and deceptions are cast out first. We will also experience our good and evil judgment collapsing and being consumed by the fire of God. Our legalistic, mystical, and religious words will be revealed and changed to gospel-oriented words. This is the true evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work.  When you receive false power from the devil, you will fall into a mystical belief and tell more lies about the gospel.
 


. 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”
What is God’s great desire for His people? He wants to fill our life with His abundant word of truth and use us to share the same blessing with others. He wants to make us true witnesses who can preach and teach the clean and holy word of God to the world completely set apart from human lustful words of good and evil.  This is God’s greatest and most definitive will. The word, “witness”(marytus) means “testifier” and  “martyr.”  A witness must testify to only the facts that he heard, saw, and experienced. What is the spiritual reality to which God’s people must testify? It is about Jesus’ death and resurrection on the cross. “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witness of this”(Acts 3:15). The life of a witness is also the life of a martyr. “And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God”(Rev.20:4). From a spiritual perspective, Jesus became our head, and we became His body. This is the true reality of our spiritual union with Jesus. Our knowledge, wisdom, and judgment are beheaded in Christ. Our life is now under the full control of God’s knowledge and wisdom. We became an ambassador of God’s kingdom (2 Cor. 5:20) who only has to speak from what we heart through the Holy Spirit. This is the life of the cross and martyr. 

Not many people witnessed Jesus’ death and resurrection. There were only a few disciples and followers. They became the first witnesses for this event. Through their continuous testimonies by proclamation and teaching the true gospel message, God’s churches were strongly established. Since then, many churches have arisen in the same way throughout our Christian history.  How is it possible? This is the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit comes upon His people, He consumes all lies within His people and fills their heart with the new, clean word of life. Then, He empowers His people to deliver the message of the gospel based on His will and standard, not on human lustful desire for good and evil.  Through their continuous testimonies, these same witnesses are established as if they experienced the mystery of the cross themselves.  It is because the Holy Spirit unites His people with the death and resurrection of Jesus on the cross as they hear and believe the word of truth.  

“You will be my witnesses.” This means that you will become a witness and exist as a true witness to me.” Our existence is only realized before God when we hear and speak the word of truth. We don’t have to work hard to be God’s witness. This is the natural result given to us by the work of the Holy Spirit who gives us the holy and perfect word of life.  We just need to continue to receive the grace and power of God through hearing the truthful message of the gospel. The word of truth reveals and consumes our lies and furthermore, continues to lead our life to a place of self-denial.  While we are walking in the life of the wilderness, the Holy Spirit fills our hearts with great thirst and hunger for God’s pure and holy words alone.

Conclusion
After seeing a miracle, one might think he believes in God.  But you can see in the bible that many people couldn’t become a true witness of God in spite of seeing and experiencing many miracles.  Miracles bring some impacts to our thoughts and feelings to help us believe in God. But true faith comes from the work of the Holy Spirit who casts out our lies with His fire and reforms us through the word of life. When our hearts are filled with the clean and holy message of the gospel, we can see the spiritual reality and find ourselves strongly believing in the word of truth. Let the pure and holy word of God continue to dominate our whole life.  Let us respond to God’s highest calling for us.  God wants to bear true witness to as many of us as possible through His church.
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