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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Have you ever lied to someone? If so, why do you think you lied? It is usually because of an unfavorable and disadvantageous situation to you. We lie in order to take advantages of others. We do it because of the fear of punishment. Sometimes, we tell what we call white lies for a good purpose. However, to lie is unethical and wrong.  What if someone suffers greatly and is mentally damaged? You can be criminally punished for your misdemeanor. Let’s imagine that you call the White House and tell a lie to the President. What would happen? You will be caught and put in jail for a very long period of time. What if you lie to God who is the creator of all universes?  You will be punished forever.  

Let us examine our lives in the past and the present. We have told small or big lies either consciously or unconsciously.  From a spiritual perspective, we have also lied against God. What are these lies? In the bible, Jesus called the devil “a liar”, and the devil became our father (John 8:44).  So we have no choice but to “want to carry out your father’s desire”(8:44).  In all of our life, we have naturally learned lies from our father, the devil. What kind of lies has the devil told to us? “When you eat of it(the tree of knowledge of good and evil) your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil”(Gen. 3:5).  The devil deceived the first man and woman enticing them to eat the forbidden fruit of good and evil. As a result, all human beings are born with this sinful nature, bearing a good and evil mindset all the time from their birth.  Naturally they start lying in order to gain their own satisfaction and glorification.  They always judge good and evil from their own standards in order to make all things more advantageous and favorable for themselves. They strive harder and harder to take over a higher hill in order to be in a place of authority of good and evil judgment and also a god figure, if possible, in this world.  All people have cravings to gain more fame, power, and wealth and wish to live as a king or a hero in the world. The bible exposes that every word that comes out of this good and evil knowledge is a lie before God.  The cause of all lies started with the deception of the devil who made the first lie to Adam and Eve. 

From a spiritual perspective, are we all liars before God? Yes. No matter how ethically people try to live and how much praise they receive from others, if they still have the spiritual problem of good and evil knowledge and judgment in their mindset, every word and behavior generated by this mindset is a like before God. It is because everything was selfishly judged by their good and evil standards for their advantage, and not from God’s absolute standard.  For example, let us assume that we judged someone from your own standard as either a good or evil person. But because of God’s absolute “good” works intervening in his or her life, our discernment and judgment become completely false. (Look at the life of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Jesus’ disciples, tax collectors, and prostitutes).  Our good and evil discernment and judgment are “sin.”  All people became a “sinner” before God because of their sinful nature. This is why we can’t easily regard anything as good or bad from our point of view. We shouldn’t easily assume our good and evil standards are the same as God’s.  There are many cases in the bible, where God completely overturned man’s judgment and harshly rebuked human judgment and righteousness established from man’s point of view.  Jesus harshly condemned those religious leaders who considered themselves as excellent judges.  Jesus called them, “sons of a viper,” or “the devil.”  God’s thoughts and standards aren’t the same as ours.  Many times His judgments are completely different from ours. “8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9).  Unlike us God doesn’t judge or condemn us outwardly.  We always seek our own satisfaction and success first by using our good and evil judgment in a wicked way. Our sinful nature always leads us to measure, judge, and separate everything as greater or smaller, better or worse, and higher and lower. Everyone is and does the same before God. All are sinners.  All were born with the same sinful nature: “the knowledge of good and evil” mindset.  All have the same lustful desire to go up to the highest place and want to imitate God in various ways. That is why people pretend to be holy, righteous, and powerful through all their legalistic and religious works.  That is the wickedest sin before God. The penalty of sin is death.  All are deceived by the devil and naturally lie. All words of man are lifeless and lustful, and are even wicked and powerful enough to kill other souls.  The bible exposes the reality of our wicked sinful nature and its spiritual cause. That is why we must be born again as a new person in Christ, so that we can have, know, and speak the word of truth. In Christ, we find a life-giving word given to us. This word of life binds our darkness and bring the light of God out of darkness. We can’t do this on our own. 

Our spiritual problems can be only solved through the power of the cross. Jesus came to destroy the work of the devil, so we won’t be deceived again in the same way.  He has to change our inner being completely. He has to remove the fundamental cause of our sins as well as the penalty of all sins in the past, present, and even the future. This is the power of the cross. As we learned last week, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit appeared in our history to explain God’s redemptive work. (In fact, water, blood, and the Spirit are the same: 1 John 5:8).  All of our original sins and self-committed sins were immersed below water, washed away, and completely consumed by the power of the Holy Spirit.  John’s baptism of Jesus symbolizes His death to substitute for our sins.  Jesus rose again above the water and the Holy Spirit immediately came upon Him.  It symbolizes that we will be born again just like that through Jesus’ death and resurrection on the cross. The Holy Spirit unites us with the reality of the cross event.  Our sins were washed away and destroyed on the cross. Through the water and blood of Jesus shed on the cross, our sins were forgiven. We were given the new life of God through Jesus’ resurrection. “The words, I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63).  God pulled out all of the lying from us and sowed the new word of truth within us. Through faith, we can see the great work of God fulfilled in us. We became the new creation in Christ. This is the new wonderful reality of “I” recreated by the Holy Spirit.  In revelation, our new being was already made completely through Jesus’ merit.

God calls His new creation “witness.”  God’s witness must testify what the real truth is by using the new words given by God, and not the words that comes from the old lustful desire of good and evil.  God has given us the word of faith which unites heaven and earth and darkness and light.  The word that comes from above does not divide or separate but brings God’s good works out of darkness. God wants us to see all things with Him from above and follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit who already destined our ways according to His good will. The bible is not a book that simply instructs us to say good words and practice holy behavior. That is a religion but not the gospel message. The word of truth that brings unity can only be heard and realized by grace through faith given by God.  The word of truth points to the reality of Jesus’ death and resurrection on the cross.  His death and resurrection are one.  To die is to live and to live is to die. This is the spiritual law.  Our death in Jesus means our new life is recreated by His death.  Our new life can be realized through our death to sins.  God buried all of our lies into the ground with Jesus. All of our lifeless words with their fundamental causes were buried for three days. “Three” day spiritually means the time of complete death and destruction of our sins. And then God’s new word and new spirit seized us with the power of His resurrection. By amazing grace, we can realize and experience this reality through faith. That is why all services, fellowships, and all meetings among satins are very important.  We have to continually confirm the perfect work of God fulfilled in our life and enjoy this great reality of blessing through our affirmation of faith in Christ. Otherwise, we can be deceived again and again by the work of the devil and act again in the old ways again in our words and behaviors.  We can be caught by our old standards and drive all things to fulfill our lustful desires just the same as nonbelievers.  Don’t be deceived.  “It is finished”(It means perfect completion) (John 19:30).  It was spoken by Jesus on the cross right before His death. He finished everything for us because we could never do this by ourselves. We are set free from all bondages to sins and deceptions. We don’t have to be deceived and lie again.  Proclaim the new reality accomplished by God to yourself.  Continue to receive the power of the Holy Spirit. We must live as a witness of God from now on.  Our mission is to speak out clearly the word of life, the word of truth that comes from heaven above, which is not mixed with our lustful desires and standards. That is the only way to save our loving family, neighbors, and friends.  The new word of truth given by God is not the judgmental word that separates man’s darkness from light but is the word of grace and love which brings God’s light out of man’s darkness.

The bible doesn’t say that we should be a witness of God through our own effort. We can’t or shouldn’t be on our own. It is a natural result that occurs when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. Of course, we must try hard to change our bad words, habits and behaviors.  Those ethical problems can be changed by our own efforts. But the bible deals with a much more serious problem, the fundamental cause and following effects of which man can’t even discover or solve with his own power. It is not an ethical problem but a spiritual problem which causes our eternal death and punishment. Every word that starts from our lustful desire for good and evil and every behavior generated by the same cause are the greatest crime before God.  People will be harshly punished by the penalty of this sin and thrown into the eternal fire in hell. This spiritual problem can’t be solved by man’s effort and power.  All mankind is totally depraved. We can’t even realize our own spiritual problems and get out of the devil’s bondages and deceptions. God’s irresistible grace and unconditional love must intervene in our lives. When the light of God shines over our darkness, we can start truly seeing the reality of all spiritual problems that have bound us over the deceptions of darkness.  This is the work of the Holy Spirit. He leads us to realize the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection as a real truth in our lives as we find ourselves free from mental and spiritual sufferings due to the deceptions and bondages.  Before knowing Jesus, we had to always hide and fabricate our life with lies, but through God’s grace, we now enjoy the power of freedom with the new words and the new spirit embedded in our hearts. “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh”(Ezek. 36:26).  Only by God’s grace, have we become His witness who can speak the new life-giving word.  Don’t you want to realize more of this spiritual blessing and enjoy true happiness by speaking the word of truth to others for the rest of your life? That is why we gather as God’s church. We gather to have a fellowship in truth, encourage each other in truth, and pray to God for His continuing to supply His strength and grace to us.

Conclusion
God truly wants to save all of us from the deception of all lies. He sent Jesus Christ to save us and invites us into the power of His death and resurrection.  Our sin must be washed away by His water and blood, and as a result, we must be born again by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, we have to witness the truth accomplished by God with true words given by the Holy Spirit to the world.  Let us continue to receive God’s grace through faith. Let us live our life as a true witness for God’s kingdom. Let us pray for God’s greater works among our believers. 
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