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Matthew 25:40-46  40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'  44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'  46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

Summary from the last week
The mystery of salvation can’t be measured by our own standards. We always expect a result based on its cause which has already been set. But the world of revelation has already set the result and tells us to search for the cause. Our faith leads us to the realization that the result has already been fulfilled by God. Salvation is not dependent upon our good works. Our salvation is already predetermined by God, so as much as that amazing grace is discovered in our life, our living naturally follows God’s absolute good deed.  This is the true reality of the gospel that we must realize by God’s grace. Why did the sheep sit on God’s right hand and receive a compliment? They saw the reality of darkness and light through their faith given by God. They realized the totally sinful nature rooted in themselves which must be put to death by God’s judgment, but they also realized the mystery of the cross which revealed God’s abundant grace to save them from the punishment of sin and death. This is why they praise and give glory to God’s deeds. Why were they praised by God? They enjoyed the mystery of the union with Christ and His saving work. They felt both thankful and shameful before God because every good deeds displayed in their life from the beginning to the end was completely a result of God’s faithful works. Without God’s intervention in their lives, they knew that all of their works were merely dust that fades away. God never gives up on His own people. We see God’s continuous works still being fulfilled in the same way today in our lives. Jesus continues His good saving works for others and invites us to get involved in them as well. “And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified”(Rom.8:30).

“One of the least”(v.40)
The words, “one of the least”(elachistos) means “smallest in size, amount, and in importance.” It is barely seen by men’s eyes.  What are the smallest or littlest ones? Are they the weak, sick, or homeless people? Then does God hate the great people in authority, wealth, and health? What kind of living does God talk about here? Is this message related to helping the weak and poor? 

The bible reveals the secret of this “small” or “little” reality.  There are  few words to indicate this mystery: (1) “least”(elacchistos), (2) “narrow”(stenos), (3) “few”(oligos).   (1): "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."(Micah 5:2/ Matt.2:6). Bethlehem is one of the smallest cities in the land of Judea. Its population was less than a hundred. The city was close to the border, so many people died there because of wars. Jesus was born there and grew up in Nazareth. Nathanael said, “Can anything good come from there?”(John 1:46). Nazareth was the remote village of Galilee. A dialect of Galilean was spoken there, they were uncivilized, and socialized with the gentiles. This is why people despised them and judged that prophets couldn’t come out of Galilee (John 7:52). Do you see how these wicked people’s sinful nature of good and evil is? Their bond to original sin naturally leads them to judge others according to people’s birthplace and background as either “the greatest” or “the least.”   Jesus hid Himself from their evil standards. “The least” is invisible and can’t be seen by our lustful desire of good and evil. In other words, “the least” can be only discovered by grace in God. Then who are “the least?” Let us examine other verses. “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward”(Matt.10:42). Jesus said that John the Baptist was the greatest among those born of women, yet “he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matt.11:11).  “The least” first points to Jesus Christ who substituted for our sins on the cross and rose from the dead to give us the new life.  And also “the least” includes all people of faith who are united with Jesus and as a result, can understand the work of the lustful sin of good and evil as well as the work of God’s decree and provision. Let us look at Matthew 5:19. “Anyone who breaks one of the least (Jesus Christ) of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands (the law which must be fulfilled by  Jesus’ life and power) will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” When we study the law, if we still remain in the law by practicing the lawful deed, it will eventually deny Jesus’ life and power in reality.
God’s kingdom is like “a mustard seed’ which is “the smallest seed you plant in the ground”(Mark 4:31).  When God’s kingdom is big and fancy, it will be more popular to everyone. But His kingdom is too small to be recognized by most people. Therefore, without God’s grace, the mystery of “the least” can’t be seen or experienced. 

(2)  Jesus said, "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matt. 7:13-14).  The gate is being made narrower because of the many obstacles close to the gate. What are these obstacles? They are legalistic, mystical, religious, and humanistic works. Most people continually trip over them and fall down, so the gate becomes unpopular and looks very small to their eyes.  The word, “suffering” or “hardship” is derived from the word, “narrow.” “That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor. 12:10).  Our faith gets challenged by persecutions from outside. But real sufferings and hardships comes from inside when our hidden darkness of legalism and humanism are discovered and disbursed by the light of God. As we continue to come to the place of “nothingness,” we begin groaning because of our sins and mourning for God’s righteousness.  The gospel is not a popular religion and shouldn’t be in that way. The world mustn’t like or acclaim our good works.  In fact, Jesus’ good works were denied and persecuted by the world. The gospel strikes at us through the law of God to take off the false “I” and clothes us in the new garment of God to recreate the new “I” in Jesus. The gospel works to expose all of our false fabrications and as a result, we continuously feel like we are stumbling on our way to the gate of salvation.  Without God’s grace, no one would likely put his feet on this very small road to salvation by faith. However, God’s people will praise His glory because, out of their stumbling, they experience God’s new life and strength they have found hidden in the gospel.

(3) Jesus said only “few” will find the narrow gate (Matt. 7:14). Also, He said, “For many are invited, but few are chosen” (Matt 22:14).  Many guests entered into the wedding of the Lord. And yet those who didn’t put on their “wedding clothes” were cast out (Matt.22:11).  We see that many people come to church with their own expectations, hopes, and fears. Going and coming to the church is their own choice. But from a spiritual perspective, only those who are chosen by God’s grace and as a result of their faith are, wearing the wedding clothes will be only ones welcomed and counted as His people. Those who wear false garments will be eventually “tied and thrown into the darkness” (Matt.22:13).  "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves: (Matt.7:15). 
In the parable of the Talents, the good and faithful servants are praised because of their continuous devotion to “a few things”(v.23). As we already learned, they found the life of God in the law, enjoyed it, and shared it with others. Therefore, discovering and enjoying the life of God hidden in the law is “a few things.” 

Who are “the least” ones before God? They are Jesus Christ and His brothers, His brides, and His loving neighbors. More accurately speaking, they are God’s chosen people who live a life of “self-denial” because of the discovery of the new life hidden yet found in Jesus by faith and God’s grace. They also realize the true power that comes out of their weakness  in the midst of their suffering and hardship, so they continue to praise Gods good works which strike their darkness in order to bring them more closely into His light.  What is the real message that God wants to deliver to His sheep? He wants to recreate His people as the ones who will only pursue Him for His righteousness and desire for His pure truth.  It is only possible through God’s works that strike out at and reveal all sins and darkness that imprison His people, and cover all their darkness as a white snow by His grace.  This is the life of “the least” ones intervened by God.  We could come to know Jesus who is “one of the least” of God’s brothers through the gift of faith given by God. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit fulfills His saving works through “the least” of God’s people who are united with Him.  Correctly understanding about the message of Jesus who came as “one of the least” and the way of Jesus’ ministry to “the least of” His people is the most important key factor of our Christians living. 

God’s rebuke against those on His left
Jesus calls them “you who are cursed.” What kind of curse is this? “All who rely on observing the law are under a curse” (Gal.3:10). “Therefore, no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law, rather, through the law we become conscious of sin” (Rom. 3:20). They are cursed because they are still bound to the law and never come out of the bondage of the law. No matter how righteously one lives before others, if he can’t understand God’s hidden messages in the law which tells what the real sin of man is and what God’s perfect righteousness is, he is still under a curse because he has never learned to depend upon God’s grace alone in his life but to rather rely more upon himself. Jesus also called them “the devil” (see John 8:44 – “you belong to your father, the devil . . . the father of lies”).   We must spiritually discern who the devil and the liar is in our life through God’s word.  But we can’t judge anyone thoughtlessly and carelessly.  Only God can.  Rather we should fear God’s judgment. There might be some problems that occurred in our family and work place, which looks like “a curse.” But if we can find the grace of God’s life through the darkness, then it will be rather Gods’ “good” work, and not “a curse.”   However, one might consider his life as “a blessing.” He hasn’t any problems and his life is secure. But if he is still bound to the law of his own knowledge of good and evil, he is actually “a cursed” one before God’s eyes. He will be thrown into “the lake of fire” eternally.  

Protest of ones on His left
God rebukes them because they never welcomed and took care of the Lord when he was a stranger (vv.42-43).  Hearing the Lord’s blame, they were puzzled and confused. They asked Him when they didn’t do such good things to Him. They strongly believed that they tried their best to serve God through various works such as charity, evangelism, and mission in the church.  They strongly protested, but God’s answer is very clear to them, saying “whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me” (v.45).  In other words, they diligently built up their own righteousness through keeping the lawful deeds, yet they never found the true life of Jesus hidden in the law and followed His absolute good deeds. Jesus completely denies all of their self-righteous deeds which are lifeless and dead before His eyes. We must examine our faith carefully. Do not trust your good and evil judgment too quickly but wrestle with God to find the spiritual law which brings His light out of darkness. Our judgment quickly divides all things as good and evil, but God unites them as one. In order to see God’s unity, we must discipline ourselves by putting aside our good and evil judgment and wait to see God’s “good” works with patience. 

Eternal punishment for the wicked and Eternal life for the righteous
Who are the real wicked sinners before God? They are “the foolish virgins” who didn’t depend upon the work of the Holy Spirit, “the wicked servant” who valued the word of God as a money in order to gain self-gratification and self-glorification through legalistic works, and the goats who tried to imitate the work of Jesus yet never experienced the real life and power of Jesus in life. In the context of the message, they all point to the Pharisees, the scribes, and the lawyers. They are the same as all legalistic, mystical, and religious people inside the church today. They all will enter into eternal punishment. 

Who are the righteous before God? They are “the wise virgins” who solely held onto the guidance and works of the Holy Spirit, “the good and faithful servants” who found the truth of life hidden in the law and shared it with others, and the sheep who discovered the real life and power of Jesus in their life through God’s abundant grace and mercy. They are all people of God who live a life of the cross in the wilderness today. They will enter into the eternal life.
Conclusion
All the parables in chapter 25 deliver the same messages about God’s loving compassion and predetermined will to save His people from their sins. “Who can separate us from the love of Christ?”(Rom 3:5). Jesus also warned us of the deception of many false prophets and Christs in the last day and called for recognition and refusal of their deception. Without discernment, when we read these messages literally, it will reinforce our lustful desire of good and evil. These parables are very popular messages which many legalistic, mystical, and religious church leaders like to use in order to boast their righteousness and to manipulate people in ministry. Why did Jesus speak in a parable? It is actually to show us how literally those false prophets and false Christs will interpret these messages on their own. God’s people must strive to discover His intended message from parables and continue to put absolute trust in His sovereignty in their life. Let us see the spiritual reality of our churches and ministries today more correctly through faith impowered by God.   God has given us the word of truth which saves us from sin and death. Let us continue to share it and bring people into His light out of darkness.
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