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Text  
24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?  27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

Summary from last week
Those good and faithful servants found the truth of life inside the law of God. Without faith, this mystery can’t be found. The door of life seems to be so small and narrow to enter. Yet they gained faith to be able to see it and found the way to go in.  With this blessing given by grace, they now have a divine mission to look for their brothers and neighbors who need help from their mental and spiritual sufferings caused by the deception of the devil.  God’s people are desperately looking for true preachers and teachers who can instruct them in the same truth. The last servant couldn’t understand this mystery. So, he could describe God only from a legalistic and mystical perspective. He perceived God’s power in knowledge, yet never encountered Him in person. He read the law merely as knowledge and took it to gain his own gratification according to his own taste. He never saw the amazing work and effort of God who have sown the seed of life from the beginning of creation.  God has given birth to “life-giving” sons through His faithful and sovereign work throughout in our history.
God who gathers where He has scattered seed
Let us examine the last servant’s description of His master. Is it really true that God gathers where He has not scattered seed? The true answer is the very opposite. From the beginning of creation, God has scattered the corrupted people of mankind. People have always tried hard to gather their own power to resist God as shown in the account of Noah’s Ark and the Tower of Babel.   God judged them harshly. However, among the scattered, He gathered His own people in His love and mercy. God made Egypt fall into complete darkness by striking down all of the first born, yet He kept His own first born alive. In the New Testament, God gathered His people that were scattered from all over the world on the day of Pentecost and united them as one through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Why did the last servant describe God in reverse? The word, “scatter”(diascorpizo) means “separate or waste.” This word is derived from the word, “scorpion”(scorpios). Our sin is like a sting of a scorpion. It stings us to death. When God scatters everyone, there are people who are killed by the scorpion’s sting whereas there are people who are absorbed into His life from its sting by grace (see Rev. 9:3,5,10). They were dead in spirit and are made alive in Christ. “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you”(Luke 10:19).  First, we must realize that we became the dead by the sting of the scorpion. Then we can see the reality of our resurrection accomplished by God’s grace and power alone. In the wilderness, the people of Israel were dying after being bitten by “venomous snakes” but were made alive after looking at “the bronze snake” (Num.21:4-9).  They realized their death by sin but also found a new life given by grace.  The realization of their sin and death led them to genuine repentance before God. 

The foolish servant knew the fearful judgment of God by the law but never came to understand the mystery of “God’s scattering” because of the absence of grace in his life. In other words, he assumed that God would never lead one to waste and scatter his energy and time on purpose but always demanded perfect obedience and completed tasks from him. That is why he worshipped the law legalistically and mystically and made it an idol.  In the past, the bible was allowed to be seen only by certain classes as a privilege. The law of God was used as a holy device for a rite and its interpretation was only entrusted to priests.  People had no interest in the message of the law but treated it as a consecrated thing to make their worship holy outwardly. The bible has a full of story which reveals ungodliness and darkness hidden inside of people. Therefore, we must open it wide and study it with wisdom given by the spirit to see God’s message more concretely from the stories in the bible. The foolish servant didn’t understand the reality of darkness.  When my darkness is scattered and broken, God’s light and life enter into me. But when one’s darkness is fabricated by the law through our works, he will not understand the law that encompasses God’s life.  The law continues to reveal to us a very important mystery by which God calls us into His light out of darkness. “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).  

He never experienced God’s real light and life before. Therefore, he was afraid of God. Because he was completely bound to his own lustful desire of good and evil, he had no other experience but saw God as a god of good and evil.  He thought that God would judge us with a good and evil mind just as many of us would. Also, God would always punish every word and behavior of ours that do not satisfy His law. God was and is considered as a very scary judge. By keeping the law without finding the life of God hidden in it, his corrupted conscience of good and evil became stiffer and stronger than before.  As his evil paradigm got harder, he has had no choice but to serve his master in fear.  

Sometimes our life seems to be scattered and wasted by darkness. But by grace we come to know it is God’s grace in order to call us into His light out of darkness. Even our mistakes become a platform to understand both God’s absolute goodness and man’s false goodness. Out of darkness God makes His children’s hearts thirsty and hungry for His righteousness alone.  The law of God shouldn’t be falsely used as a tool to make our good and evil mind stronger. The law of God, in fact, reveals our craving desires to misuse God’s word for our own self-gratification and glorification. We realize this wicked sin as God scatters our darkness and gathers us into His light again. "'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered”(Matt.26:31). “For the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one”(John 11:52).  We shouldn’t become a stronger person out of our failures. Instead, we should become a more merciful and graceful person as much brokenness is experienced. God scatters our sins through hardship and gathers our brokenness into one truth. One of our old proverbs says, “You die by scattering but live by gathering.” But the bible gives us a new spiritual law. “You die by gathering, but live by scattering.” 

How does God gather His army? In chapter 37 from Ezekiel, God breathed His life into “dry bones” (Eze. 37:1-5). They were all dead, dry bones. It points to the reality of our being. When we pretend to be alive, God’s life can’t enter into us. We must realize that we are nothing just like the dead, merely a being that can breathe to exist. Then, God’s life can come into our being. So, God’s grace is filling the dry dead bones of our being.. Through the law of God, we must see the reality of darkness in us. The word, “hard”(skleros) means “dry, stiff, parched.”  In fact, we are very “hard” people” before God.   So, when a person of dry dead bones tries to work hard, God can’t do anything. A dead person can only serve a dead god. Therefore, the foolish servant describes his master as “a hard man.” He sees God legalistically and religiously. He thought God was One who always measures whether his works for Him is good or not.  He also thought that God will judge him with either reward or punishment according to his works at the end. When we don’t realize the true intention of God given through the law, we will become a collection of dry bones just like the servant who worked hard to obey the law.  We must realize the depth of our “hardness” through the law.  He always tried hard to please his “hard” master by hard works based on the law. So, he had to lie and deceive both his master and himself because of his fear of revealing his faults and mistakes. That is why the false prophets and Christs teach others to read the bible literally and mystically.  Hence, they always read and study the word partially by finding messages profitable for them and to prove their righteousness outwardly before God and others. 

The word, “hard” is derived from the word, “thorn” in Greek.  The apostle Paul shares this mystery with us.  “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me” (2 Cor. 12:7).  He found the mystery of the gospel hidden in the law through the continuous realization of his “thorns” deeply rooted in his mind and heart.  God’s abundant grace is for us to realize this deep darkness (these thorns) and see God’s powerful light that breaks and consumes this darkness in order to mold us as God’s true sons and daughters.  The law was given to us to fulfill this purpose in our life. “The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more” (Rom. 5:20). 

“ So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you”(v.25).  
He didn’t’ use the one talent not because he was lazy or short of ability. He couldn’t correctly measure its worth and deliver it as life because God’s grace is absent in his life. He had no choice but to bury the talent in the ground. It spiritually means that he diligently served God’s word as law through works.  Therefore, he just wanted to return the talent quickly to his master when he came.  The talent given for him, in fact, had given him so much heavy burden in all of his life.  This is evil faith because he deceived himself.  Many people treat the bible as a precious idol because they strongly believe that it would give them great blessings as much as they follow the holy commands displayed in the law. However, they don’t want to look inside the law more carefully to find the heart of God who wants to reveal real messages inside the law.  Without God’s grace, the law can’t be applied in our favor because it always directs hard works and judges us from its results. Then who will like the hard judge who remembers all of our words and behaviors until the end?  That is why the servant says, “Here is what belongs to you.” He wanted to say that It never belonged to him. He was desperately waiting for that moment to give it back to his master.  This is the actual confession of a people who do not find God’s life out of the law. 

His master’s judgment (vv.25-30).
'You wicked, lazy servant!  The word, “wicked”(porneous) means “harmful.” It is a behavior that legalistically bears a heavy burden and also makes others do the same way. The word was used in the same way when Jesus called the Pharisees “evildoers.” The word, “proneous” comes from “ponos”(suffering, pain). The suffering and pain come from “hunger”(penes) which symbolizes “self-gratification and self-satisfaction.” The servant never felt and experienced spiritual hunger for Gods’ grace and righteousness but always pursued his own wealth and fame in the word.  Furthermore, he used the word of God to fulfill his lustful ambition.  

Why did his master call him “lazy?” The servant definitely worked harder to keep the law. However, he completely missed the target which God intended for him from the very beginning. The reason why God gave His law is to bear and bring His descendants through faith by His grace.  In order to do it, God had to reveal the sin of human corruption caused by the devil’s deception. After the Fall, people have always tried to bear their own fruits through their effort and power. They can’t see that it is their false desire and lifeless effort leading them to eternal death.  Although the servant worked very hard for his life, there was no life-bearing fruit in him before God’s eyes. That is why he was called, “a lazy and wicked” servant by God.  The religious life in which people live diligently without understanding the true gospel life is the laziest and wickedest life in God’s eyes. Look at the confession of Paul after knowing the gospel. “As for zeal(zelos) persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless” (Phil.3:6). “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy(zeloo). I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him”(2 Cor. 11:2).   His old human “zeal” and “jealousy” has gone, and now new divine and godly “zeal” and “jealousy” has filled his heart.

Owner’s money and interest (v.27)
This verse sounds like God asks us to make good profits out of the talents given by Him. He wants interest from the money lent to us. However, God prohibited Himself from receiving any interest placed upon others by the law. “Do not take interest of any kind from him” (Lev.25:36, Eze.18;13, Exo.22:25). Jesus even said, “lend to them without expecting to get anything back” (Luke 6:35).  Definitely God doesn’t mean here actual money and interest. Actually God says to the servant who thought that the law is a tool of business, that he should “violently throw away”(ballow in Greek) the “money”(siver-argurion in Greek) to given “the bankers”(trapezites-  derived from the word, “trapeze”: table with four legs, or cash counter).   He should throw away the money(silver) that was used to exchange with Jesus toward those who used the law for their profit.  The master said, “I will receive it(talent) back with interest.” The base of the word, “interest”(tokos) is “tikto” which means “bear, bring forth, or produce.”  If you consider the talents as money, then this word is naturally interpreted as an interest. However, if you see the talents as the life of God’s word from a spiritual perspective, the word means “a seed of life.” What did He mean by that?  When the master comes back, he will look forward to seeing us a life-bearing peron born through the law. Without God’s grace and power, it is obviously impossible.  Now we can see why the servant was harshly rebuked by his master. He counted God’s word as an amount of money and drove his life religiously to fulfill his craving desire for worldly success.  Unless he completely throws away his lustful desire for “money” which caused him to betray Jesus, he will never taste the life of God and bear a seed of life which God certainly demands from all of his children. What is the work of the devil? He deceives us to falsely interpret God’s word so that he can buy and sell the life of God through legalistic, mystical, and religious efforts and behaviors.
The wicked servant’s talent taken away (v.28)
God takes away the wicked servant’s talent. The word, “take”(airo) means “take up, or deliver.”  The one talent given to him must be taken away and given to someone who knows its true worth.  The talent should be taken up and delivered as life.  So, the one talent will be given to the servant who was in charge of the ten talents because he discovered the life of God in the law by grace.  If the law remains as law, it will be taken away because it is outside of me. Furthermore, it will be a tool of judgment at the end by counting all our good and evil works and behaviors. As a result, we will be thrown into the lake of fire. However, if the law remains in us bearing life, it can never be taken away because the law unites us as one in God’s life. The one who is given life will enjoy it more abundantly. The word, “abundance”(perisseuo) means “surpass or left over.”  In the account of “Jesus feeds the four thousand,” after feeding all of the assembled people, there were still “seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over”(Mark 8:8).  The life of truth never dries out.  People who do not have this life will become dried up physically, mentally, and spiritually as time goes by and will finally become a dead body. However, those who gained God’s life will discover more abundant life although their body and mind get older in our chronos time. The more our physical death comes near, the more the reality of the new eternal life given in Jesus becomes closer and more abundant to us.  It is a secret realized only by God’s people who can see the reason why the light comes more brightly out of deep darkness.  
Last judgment
“And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”(v.30). The word, “worthless”(achreios) means “to furnish what is needed but can’t” or “can’t loan.” This word is derived from the word “chrao”(lend). “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread” (Luke 11:5).  This wicked servant doesn’t have any true friend who can lend him “three loaves of bread”(symbolizing “life”) when he is desperately in need.  He didn’t gain Jesus who came as the bread of life as his true friend.  He didn’t have his eyes opened to see the law as the living word of God.
This worthless servant was cast into the outer darkness which has no life and light of God. (see the word, “outer” used in other places: Matt.26:69 -“Peter was sitting outside”, Mark 4:11 – “to those outside everything is said in parables”, Rev. 22:15 – “Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood”). There will be weeping and gnashing of his teeth with anger, pain, and desperation constantly forever. It is the most miserable ending of one’s life. For a short time he enjoyed all the wealth and fame in this world and yet will forever suffer in the lake of fire after his death. 
Conclusion
Our world is very noisy. It has been like that from the very beginning of human history where we are left apart from God’s life. Why? It is because people have so much fear of their death and he punishment they will receive after it.  To forget and overcome this fear, people cry and scream to live and be better off in this world, hoping to live longer. There will be more lies at the end time. To cover up the fear, many false prophets and Christs will emphasize that we must work more on our religious effort and commitment to God.  All the legalistic, mystical, and religious rites are visible and fancy. They give people false faith that God will be pleased and will therefore give them rewards in the next life.  False beliefs are noisy and loud. People inside the false organization always become more hypocritical. They are also more critical and judgmental to each other.  The Parable of the Talents calls for a genuine repentance from us because of the possibility of our false beliefs, and our acting on the word of God because of this deception.  Also, it challenges us to realize the true love of our God Father through finding the life of God in the law and delivering this life to others. This is our most important mission for the rest of our life.


1

