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"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.  5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'  7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'  9 "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Summary(Last Week)
What is the hidden message found in the parables spoken by Jesus? It is about the mystery of the cross. It reveals God’s amazing decree and predestination about His salvation and judgment toward the world. We should correctly understand about the end time and not be deceived by lies. The most apparent signs of the end time will be the appearance of many false churches, false preaching, and false gospel movements. We must be able to seriously discern these deceptions as the end time is coming nearer. All of the false prophets and teachers’ main emphasis is highly focused upon man’s work and not God’s work. Man is always centered on the messages and activities.  That is why we see today many churches getting involved in more legalistic, religious, and mystical activities. 
Those five wise virgins are people who received the oil, which represents baptism by the Holy Spirit if we look at it from a spiritual perspective. The message clearly speaks to us that no one knows the appointed time of their bridegroom’s coming. However, God’s people can sense the time is getting closer by seeing those signs of increased false activities arising within the churches.  We should concentrate on enjoying and sharing the power of the gospel more each day.  We also should live our life more diligently and faithfully instead of worrying and getting intimidated by life. I’ve seen many people inside the church become too negative and skeptical about the world after hearing the wrong message about the end time.  So their faith became very radical, mystical, and religious.  The end time is definitely unpredictable to us. 
At the end time, our bridegroom may invade in our time, will come like a thief, and will suddenly wake His brides up.  Those who received the Holy Spirit are the only wise people in God’s eyes. They are the ones who discovered the hidden messages of grace in the word of God. They are the wise. Those who see the word of God literally, legalistically, or mystically are the foolish who will be thrown into the lake of fire at the end.

"At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'(v.6)
Why is the bridegroom coming at “midnight?” In Hebrew culture back then, a bridegroom came to meet his bride at night. However, from a spiritual perspective, it means that God’s salvation is accomplished as if light shines in darkness. The light of God will cover up our darkness, and He will unite with our darkness. To surprise His bride is not the reason why the bridegroom comes at night as a thief.  It symbolizes that only the bride with the oil of the Holy Spirit given by God will be able to recognize our bridegroom coming at night.  Only the light kindled by that oil will cast out all our darkness, so we can clearly see the face of our bridegroom. 
There was an “outcry” at night. What kind of sound is this? The word, “outcry” means “wailing, roaring, and screaming.” We can trace the same outcry that took place in the account of Exodus.  When the Lord struck down the entire first born in Egypt at midnight, “there was loud wailing” in Egypt, “for there was not a house without someone dead”(Exo. 12:29-30).  Jesus also mentioned in the previous chapter, chapter 24 that there will be more rumors, distress, mourning, and weeping at the end time. In the book of Revelation, we can see that God’s judgment toward the world is constantly increasing. More disasters, wars, and disease will take place all over the world. We will see more people everywhere wailing, roaring, and screaming. These are the signs of all human lustful outcrying to fulfill more of their self-gratification but it never result in contentment. Many false churches will arise. Their congregations will wail with legalistic, religious, and mystical voices.  These are all signs of the end time. However, among these outcries, those wise people of God will distinguish and listen to the voice of their bridegroom.  All of the wailing and roaring sounds will cause God’s people to trust and worship Him more in word and prayer, to have intimate fellowship with each other in faith, and to share the word of truth in confidence. “Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet Him.” In the midst of all the darkness of chaos and emptiness, those wise virgins finally went out to meet Him with great joy.  The foolish virgins also followed them and yet they couldn’t perceive the bridegroom. They didn’t have the same faith from the beginning. They have always copied the others’ faith and religiously followed them with understanding.

"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps”
The word, “wake up”(egeiro) was used as a passive verb. Jesus is coming to wake all up from our death.  One of two things will happen to everyone. One, the dead will be raised up to enter into a resurrection of life, and two, the other will fall into a resurrection of judgment. “those who did the good deeds (will rise) to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds (will rise) to a resurrection of judgment”(John 5:29).
Everyone prepares one’s own lamps. The word, “trim”(cosmeo) means “decorate, balance, or repair.” The word originally comes from the word, “Cosmos,” which means “orderly arranged, decoration, world, and universe.” All things in this cosmos are God’s creation. However, after the Fall, all mankind has tried to fix and decorate this world according to their own lustful knowledge and desire.  To light the world brighter, they think they can make their own lamp that is stronger and better, believing firmly that they’ve achieved success so far.  False prophets and false Christs will teach the same way.  They believe God will give them a reward for their fancy deeds.  This is one of the main motivations hidden in their heart as a reason for waiting for the Lord’s return. They want to boast of their self-righteous deeds before God. However, our bridegroom has no interest in our fancy repairs and decorations to our deeds. He simply wants to confirm if we have the oil and have kept using the oil faithfully in our lives. 

By the time their bridegroom was coming near, the light in the lamps held by the foolish virgins started fading away.  The word, “going out”(sbenuimi) means “consuming.” Why were their well-made lamps having a problem all of sudden? Didn’t they have enough preparation? They probably tried their best to make things work out on their way. They had never previously miscalculated filling their own oil in the lamps during their hard works until this moment.   So, they truly thought that they wouldn’t make any mistake to meet their bridegroom, especially at this most important moment of their life. However, when the time our world(chronos) is about to come to an end, all of human made lamps will start going out.  As mentioned earlier in chapter 24, there will be more diseases, disasters, and wars in the world both physically and spiritually. No matter how firmly our human made lamps are made, all lights will be put out and extinguished. “The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash”(Matt. 7;27). The whole world will turn into complete darkness as if everyone feels they became blind. In the Exodus account, we see the same incident that took place during Gods judgment coming upon Egypt. The whole country was filled with darkness and no one could see each other. During the time of God’s judgment, people will finally recognize how useless their own lamps were, realizing that their lamps can’t light the real darkness.  They were spiritually blind, unable to see God’s divine works. All of their self righteous works will be judged and buried into a grave of death.. When this chronos time ends, we won’t see any lights or lamps like we see with our eyes now, we will only see the light of  God Himself. “There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever”(Rev.22:5). Only God’s light will remain forever at the end. However, the foolish ones do not agree with this. They still believe the power of their own lamps will change the world for the better. Our bridegroom will completely put out all the lights of the lamps those people trust and tightly hold at the end. 

Those foolish ones ask the wise to give them some of their oil.  The word, “give”(didomi) means “pass over” or “permit.” Now they see the reality of their limitation. However, the wise answer “'No, there may not be enough for both us and you”  (v.9). A more literal translation of this verse is;   “No, it will not satisfy both you and us.”  What truly satisfy the soul and body of God’s saints? "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me”(2 Cor. 12:9). The Holy Spirit alone leads us into the way we can satisfy God. To do so, He continually drains our own strength and power and alternatively replaces it with His life and power in our lives.  God comes to us as if He is a “consuming fire”(Heb.12:29).  The word, “consuming” (analisko) means  in Greek, either “vanishing” or “lifting up toward heaven.” The Holy Spirit comes to judge and remove some people with His fire but He also comes to rescue and establish others from darkness into God’s light. Those who already have experienced this light of God want to be satisfied with more of His grace alone. This light can’t be made up, decorated, or fixed by our own knowledge and strength.  So, the wise can’t give this light of oil to the foolish ones because they never tasted the power and joy of God’s light before. Even if they are able to give this oil to the foolish, the foolish won’t be satisfied with the new light that can be only kindled by His oil. 

The Holy Spirit is the One who gives us this powerful light of God. The Holy Spirit is in us. He is not a thing we can buy or sell. That is why we can’t divide and share Him with others.  God is the source of giving Himself to us. But this grace can’t satisfy those foolish ones. That is why the wise say that the oil will not be “enough” (satisfaction) for both sides. “Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves”(v.9).  Is there anyone who can sell or buy the oil of the Holy Spirit?  There are people who believe so. They believe the Holy Spirit is going in and out according to their good and evil deeds.  So, they do business inside the church. After hearing that word, the foolish went out to buy oil.  The words, “sell” or “buy” were used in a market or business place.  So, it reveals the reality that they’d done business in God’s church by trying to buy and sell God’s grace to others.  We see this corruption in our church history.  Many churches have run their ministries as a business and their building as a market place.  Many people today misunderstand the truth and believe the Spirit of God comes and goes according to their effort and commitment.  False preaching and teaching create fear and false religious spirit in our heart. Jesus condemned those who taught this way. “Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were selling.  46 "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be a house of prayer'; but you have made it 'a den of robbers” (Luke 19;45-46). The church shouldn’t be a business place although we need a sort of good business manner to run our church more spiritually. It is the chosen grace and love of God which we can’t buy or sell with our effort and desire.   The Holy Spirit doesn’t come whenever we invite Him to come.  He is not touched by our hard works for Him. He is not disappointed by our continuous mistakes. He doesn’t empower us to expand His kingdom through our humanistic beliefs and methods.  The wise virgins couldn’t clearly explain this spiritual reality to the foolish virgins. So, this was only their best answer given to the foolish ones, “go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.”  Our truth can’t be understood and used to persuade by human standard but by His grace alone.

"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  
The foolish virgins went out to buy oil, firmly believing that they could still find the same oil (the Holy Spirit, faith, or grace). Their legalistic and humanistic faith still played in their minds and deceived them into becoming more blind and deaf until the last moment. That is why they were foolish from God’s eyes. 
When did the bridegroom appear? It was right after the foolish left. He couldn’t come when the foolish ones were present.  Even if they were there, they wouldn’t recognize Him. Only the ones chosen and pleased by God remained in the place to meet Him.  The wise were “ready” to enter into “the wedding banquet.” Their requirement was only to check that their gift given by God remained in them. Their gift was who the Holy Spirit sealed in their soul. “You were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,  14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-- to the praise of his glory. (Eph. 1:13-14). 

 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'
The word, “open”(aniago) means “open up,” or “open toward heaven” (see Matt.9:30, Rev.10;2, 6:1).  It is an outcry for salvation. They confidently thought the door would open for them. However, now they see the door is completely closed.  That is why they are such foolish ones before God’s eyes. How much have they committed to Church life, services, and ministries in the past? They almost gave everything of theirs to this mission. However, the door is still locked tightly. We should think seriously about what is the most important experience we must gain in our Christian living.   That is the life and power of Jesus that raises us up from death. We have experienced many good things from our church life. We have been touched by many events held in the church ministries.  However, other religions can also provide similar experiences. One thing that no other religions (outside the gospel) can copy from our ministry is our spiritual experience of seeing the depth of our darkness originally rooted in the lustful knowledge for good and evil and of encountering the power of God’s light that transforms our darkness into God’s union.   We can spiritually perceive the real darkness that makes us like the dead Lazarus locked inside the grave, and yet by God’s grace, we start hearing the powerful voice of our Lord saying, “Come out.”   God’s grace continues to reveal our hidden darkness by leading us into a life of self-denial daily.  We can’t hide or decorate anything of ourselves anymore before His light. God’s grace and power cause us to build ourselves more reliably upon God Himself.

“I tell you the truth, I don't know you”
What is the answer our Lord gave to the foolish? “I don’t know you.” This will be the most embarrassing moment in one’s life.  Doesn’t it sound too cold? How can our loving God say in that cruel manner to ones who are desperately shouting for their salvation? God’s message is very clear. Only those who are led by God’s grace into the way of truth will be saved. We must be sealed with the Holy Spirit. This is the voice of God’s judgment that all false prophets, false Christs, and their followers will hear at the end.  “Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' (Matt. 7:23).  27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean.  28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness” (Matt. 23:27-28).  When you understand the gospel message as law, you will be judged just like these foolish ones.  We must be put to death by the law and delivered into the spiritual life solely by the power of God’s grace.

"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
The Word, “keep watch,”(gregoreuo) has a relation with the word, “rise up” (ageiro). It doesn’t mean that we must keep always awake during the night. It also doesn’t mean that we quit our job and spend our time in word and prayer all the time. Where does the reason for our death come from? It comes from our sin. The fundamental cause of our sin was the devil’s lie. When we look at the context of our text today, it is clear to understand what it means by “keep watch.” Jesus continually mentioned about the appearance of many more false prophets and false Christs who would deliver God’s word more literally, religiously, legalistically, and mystically, especially lying about the signs of the end time. Therefore, we must keep watch by discerning those lies and faithfully preaching and teaching the truth.  
You remember that all the wise also fell asleep. This is why the gospel is the message that displays God’s amazing grace. If their slumber and sleep were rebuked by God, we would be responsible for our own salvation. Our Lord Jesus didn’t say anything about it. .Our bridegroom will just come and wake us up because He understands our inability and imcompetence to save ourselves.  What is the most important factor that I have to hold on to for when he comes back? It is to faithfully keep holding onto the mark of the Holy Spirit within us for it is the only identifier that our bridegroom would recognize and accept as His own. That is why we can enjoy true rest and peace in any present situation, even in our sleep. There is nothing that can change this permanent change in reality that took place in us by the irresistible grace of God.  There is nothing I can do or I have to do anymore other than keep remaining in the faith given by God.  We shouldn’t worry about the time of His coming.  Obliviously our world will be more corrupted, and so more disasters will follows in many ways. However, our faith will lead us to see more clearly the invisible reality of God which surpasses our boundaries.  Let us keep enjoying the word of God’s life and live as those wise virgins did until He comes back.
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