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Heb. 13:9-21 (#38)

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them.  10 We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.  11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp.  12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood.  13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore.  14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.  15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise-- the fruit of lips that confess his name.  16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.  18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every way.  19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon.  20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,  21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Summary from last week (#37)
Everything in the world changes and fades away. It is the result of sin entering into the world. However, there are people who find immutable truth by the grace of Christ in the midst of the mutable world. They discover the truth about the purpose of their marriage, the value of their money, the nature of man’s relationship, and Christ’s unique attribute unlike man.  A marriage system does not exist in heaven. It was created to fulfill God’s divine will on earth. It is a tool that leads us to discover Christ who is our only true mate. Therefore, God’s saints must consider their marriage very preciously to reveal this truth. We should keep enjoying Christ’s life together and doing the role of a ‘helper’ for each other. However, any marriage that lacks in the knowledge of Christ will eventually fall into ‘adultery’ and ‘sexual immorality’ from a spiritual perspective. Regarding the value of money, we should learn to be ‘content’ in the midst of our financial difficulty. Being ‘content’ means experiencing the power of Christ through our weaknesses. When money becomes our idol, Christ’s power can’t manifest to us. Also we shouldn’t be afraid of man. God has the key to our life and no one can take our life away from us. After all, the blessing of Immanuel, Christ who is always the same being with us, is the most important factor affecting our true happiness. God’s saints should continually discern what is immutable or mutable and what is consumable or eternal. Let us not be forsaken by our visible environment, but continue to gain true hope and courage by discovering God’s eternal messages in the midst of our suffering and hardships.  “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28). 

“Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them” (v.9)

There are many good lessons that profit human life in the world. However, this good profit is different from the fundamental profit that comes from the gospel’s message. God’s saints realize more and more that the truth of the gospel will eventually collide with their worldly lessons. The worldly lessons focus on bringing profits that satisfy our human desire, yet the gospel leads us to lose our interest in gaining worldly profits in order to gain ‘the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ.’   “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Phlip. 3:7-8). How is our life changing after we have met Christ? We see that the foundations upon which we put our trust have crumbled down. Instead, we witness that the new basis of life has been continuously built up upon the foundation of Christ in us. Only by grace, can the new basis stand as truth in us.  ‘Grace’ can’t be gained through our legalistic effort and humanistic will. Only through Christ’s merit, can the great knowledge, wisdom, love, and mercy of God be bestowed upon us. Therefore, those who want to boast of their works can never believe in the truth of the gospel. 

From where have those worldly fundamentals that have shaped the patterns of our life come? Are they helping us to gain the life of heaven? They give us much profits in the flesh and yet they eventually bring harm to our spirituality. People have many basic ideas regarding money, fame, power, marriage, relationship, custom, and so on. Whether they are good or bad, if God’s life is not gained through them, their hard efforts are eventually useless and performed for nothing.  The gospel can’t be the true gospel in our life unless these worldly foundations crumble down. Why do we see the continuous appearance of strange and different gospels? They all come from the depraved hearts of man around which many worldly foundations have been built.  They can’t gain true profits from the gospel because they have selfishly pursued their lustful ambitions in the flesh by distorting the content of the gospel. They eventually stand as ‘anti-Christs’ in God’s eyes.   “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel--  7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ” (Galatians 1:6-7). 

The writer of Hebrews encourages us so that our hearts(‘kardia’: the center of our thoughts and desires) are continuously strengthened by ‘grace’ and not by ‘ceremonial food’ (v.9). ‘Grace’ is invisible, yet it is the true spiritual food that provides us with the life of God. ‘Ceremonial food’ is visible, yet it is a legalistic and humanistic food that only satisfies man’s flesh. Of course, people are more attracted to visible things. They naturally consider ‘ceremonial food to be more ‘beautiful’ because their works are appreciated and acclaimed. That is why many religious rites are very fancy and complicated. By actively participating in such rites, people try to taste a kind of spiritual reality, and yet it only stimulates their deep religiosity. Our depraved ‘heart’(kardia – the center of life) must be covered by the grace of Christ’s life in order for us to be born again from our death.  Look at our heartbeats. They are pounding constantly, wanting to fulfill our lustful desires and ambitions.  The grace of God’s life can’t flow perfectly over our hearts unless our sinful desires die. That is why the bible shows us so many incidents of man being made alive from death. Look at the miracle of Lazarus. The point of the miracle isn’t just focused on one who was raised from death by the power of Christ. After Lazarus’ heart completely stopped, Jesus could begin His work. His amazing grace could be poured out upon one whose heartbeat had completely stopped.  “Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days” (John 11:6).  “After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up."  12 His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better."  13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep” (John 11:11-13).  As another example, look at the creation of a woman. God ‘caused’ the man to fall into a deep sleep(symbolizing death) and created a woman by taking one of his ribs from him (Gen.2:21). This grace of creation can’t be experienced when the depraved ‘I’ is actively alive.  That is why Jesus died on the cross for our sins and invites us to unite with Him in death. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we finally realize our sins through our spiritual union with Him. We became new creations whose hearts are completely renewed, so we are able to receive the life of Christ continually. 

In the midst of the suffering and hardship that seems likely to cause our heartbeat to stop, we must see that always God’s clear intention and purpose are set upon us. He wants to renew our hearts through His divine disciplines and turn our eyes upon the new life that He predestined for us.  Our ‘new hearts’ created in Christ won’t be afraid of money, people, or any other environment like before. We will not be afraid of challenging anything by faith and boldly deliver the life of the cross to others. How was the apostle Paul’s heart changed after he met Christ?  “God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:8).  “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast” (1 Peter 5:10). 

“We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.  11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp” (vv.10-11)  
 
In the Old Testament, we can see the clear distinction inside the tabernacle of God.  No one could enter the Holy of Holies except the high priest chosen by God. Those priests who served the tabernacle could taste the power and glory of God in various ways, yet they could never experience the spiritual depth like a high priest.  The Holy of Holies is the place of giving the third sacrifice (burnt offering  Incense burning  the Mercy Seat) where one could have an encounter with God in intimacy. Only the high priest could bring the blood of the sacrifice into the sacred place. All the bodies of the scarified animals were burned outside the camp. This symbolizes the flesh of Christ who suffered and was tortured to death for our sins. With the blood of the sacrifice which symbolizes the blood of Christ sprinkled over the Mercy Seat, the high priest could come boldly to the throne of God with a new heart. The ‘altar’ that we have today points to Jesus Christ who offered Himself as a sacrifice on the cross once for all.  His blood renews our hearts everyday so that we can enjoy true fellowship with God in truth. 

‘Outside the camp’ means the ‘camp’ in the wilderness where the people of Israel had stayed for forty years. ‘Outside the gate’ points to the area outside of Jerusalem’s walls. In Leviticus, God commanded them to burn up all flesh, hides, and offal of the sacrificed bull and goat outside the camp and bring their blood into the Most Holy Place (Lev.16:27-28). God also ordered anyone who was infected and unclean to dwell alone outside the camp (Lev.13:46). Even more, the one who blasphemed the name of the Lord was put to death by stone and taken outside the camp(Lev.24:16-23). A toilet was also installed outside the camp(Deut.23:9-14). In summary, all the dirty things and unclean acts were thrown away outside the camp.

Jesus suffered outside the gate. Outside the gate points to the place called ‘Golgotha’(The place of a skull, ‘Calvary’ in Latin). It was where lepers stayed and the people cursed by the law were put to death. The dirtiest parts of sacrifices were thrown there. Jesus greatly suffered in his nakedness and bore the most dishonorable death here because of our sins.  Through his humiliation, we became completely clean and were made alive as the most honored people of God.

Therefore, we should also “go to him(Christ) outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore” (v. 13).  The ‘disgrace’ of Jesus was caused by those legalistic and humanistic believers who never truly realized the mystery of the gospel. We should be ready to face the same kind of ‘disgrace’ for the sake of the gospel. When the gospel become the true gospel in our life, there will be more contempt, criticism, and slander from those who believe in a ‘different’ gospel than we do. Look at the age of today.  Everything gets mixed culturally, socially, as well as religiously. As the last day draws near, we will see many more false gospels appearing everywhere. “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.  4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation” (2 Peter 3:3-4).. 

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise-- the fruit of lips that confess his name.  16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased” (vv.15-16) 

What is the ‘sacrifice of praise’ that God is pleased with? Many religious people pretend to give a holy sacrifice explicitly, yet their hearts are, in fact, filled with so much anger and so many complaints toward their gods. That is the spiritual law that happens inside of our hearts since we were created as spiritual beings.  The act of sacrifice causes more anger inside of us. That is why the Greek word, ‘anger,’ is derived from the word, ‘sacrifice.’ Without realizing the mystery of Christ, one can never offer a sacrifice of ‘praise’ to God. Let us look at the life of a man. No one wants to experience suffering, shame, and dishonor. Furthermore, no one wants to reveal those humiliations to others. So, one of the main motivations for people to religiously offer a sacrifice to their idols is to get rid of their stumbling blocks and to gain their worldly success as fast as possible through the means of their beliefs. However, we have a completely different purpose and outlook in our sacrifices to God.  In either a good or bad environment, we only want to know more of Christ, especially His superiority to all things, through God’s grace and truly worship Him in joy and thanksgiving.  God’s grace will teach us to realize more clearly the fundamental cause of all our sins, the essential cause of our bitter roots, and the divine purpose of Gods’ discipline toward us.  God’s amazing provision and sovereignty will be revealed to us more vividly during the time of our trouble and suffering. Knowing Christ and making Him known is the ultimate goal that we have to faithfully pursue every day.  This is the sacrifice of praise and act of a ‘good’ work that God recognizes.

Conclusion
The reason for God’s calling His people into salvation is very clear, to spread his immutable truth.  Many people do not know or don’t want to know their absolute need for Christ in their life. We should confidently preach and teach the immutable truth to our beloved families and neighbors. Let people see why we offer a sacrifice of praise in all situations. God transforms all of our darkness into His light and uses our vessels for His glory.  Our darkness won’t be a shameful memory anymore, but will be a means of grace in Christ. Only by the power of the gospel, are true miracles possible. We have gained a true heart that beats with the eternal life of Christ. With that new heart, let us discern the deception of Satan and continue to race with our mission until the end.  “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.  18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen” (2 Peter 3:17-18). 
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