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Hebrews 12:18-29  18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm;  19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them,  20 because they could not bear what was commanded: "If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned."  21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, "I am trembling with fear."  22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,  23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,  24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven?  26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens."  27 The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken-- that is, created things-- so that what cannot be shaken may remain.  28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  29 for our "God is a consuming fire."


Summary from last week (#34)

We Saints should clearly understand that ‘repentance’ is a privilege and that the true grace is only given to them by God.  People in the world struggle with many problems and commit to various sins by their ‘bitter roots’ grown within them. Their ‘bitter roots’ ultimately cause their complaints and anger to rise towards God. For this reason, Christ was crucified by sinners. All mankind are murderers in God’s eyes. 

However, God’s amazing grace unconditionally comes upon the deep darkness of our ‘bitter roots.’  Our bitter roots can’t overcome the power of Christ within us. Our bitter roots always tempt us to go back to our old ways and defiles the living body of Christ to which we belong.  Through true worship and fellowship, we must always stand on the truth in which Christ consumed the fundamental root of our sins and even more, the full Spirit of God always dwells in us at all times.  The more we experience the amazing grace that embraces and transforms our bitter roots into light, the more we can clearly see that we have no association with our bitter roots.  That is the true freedom we gradually gain through Christ. True repentance takes place when we clearly know the work of Christ perfectly done for us. The privilege of repentance continually causes us to experience God’s deep love and commits us to live in our new image recreated in Christ. 

Let us confirm the truth fulfilled by Christ for us again and again through the grace of repentance. We can never go back to the old ways. Don’t let us be deceived by Satan. The Red Sea that was once split was completely shut. We must keep going toward the Promised Land, our new destination is predestined by God. For this reason, God continues to allow many ‘disciplines’ for us in order to guide our ways to His destiny.  Let us dwell together in the tent of the ‘us’ that was connected in Christ as one body and work together to fulfill the divine mission entrusted to us by God.  Let us sincerely minister to each other so that the grace of true repentance may come upon each one of us during our worship and fellowship.  “And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.  25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth,  26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will” (2 Timothy 2:24-26). 

“But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,  23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,  24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel” (vv.22-24)

The privilege of repentance is given to us through God’s grace. His special grace conquers the bitter roots that used to makes us unable to repent.  Those who don’t receive God’s special grace can still taste (but not digest) the life of God while they are with true believers. They also try to mimic repentance, yet their hearts will eventually fall into corruption.  In fact, they are the figures of the antichrist who are actively present inside the church. They will be judged at the end and sent to hell.
To where have we come (‘proserchomai’: to approach, to draw near) by the grace of God through Christ?  Let us see the previous verses 18-19.  How was our old condition before knowing Christ?  “You have not come to a mountain (‘oros’>’oregomai’:to stretch out to gain > ‘Orgizo’:  be angry > ‘orge’: vengeance, wrath) that can be touched (‘pselaphao’: to handle, to manipulate < ‘psallo’: to rub the surface, to play on a stringed instrument) and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm;  19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them” (vv.18-19).   Spiritually speaking, we were all staying on the mountain of the law.  This was the place of our deep darkness where we were captive to the lustful knowledge of good and evil with which we had always tried to stretch out our hands to get the fruit of life by ourselves.  Just like Cain was, we have been angry towards God and have always stood against Him with arrogance.  As a result, all of the harsh judgment and condemnation of the law had been piled upon our heads.  “But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed” (Rom 2:5).  The field of our old life was full of emptiness, chaos, and deep darkness. It lays under the power of Satan who tempts everyone to get angry, judge with law, and curses each other through their constant divisions and fights.

In Deuteronomy, two mountains appear. They are named Mount Gerizim (‘cuttings off’) and Ebal(‘bare, bald’). They are located on the south and north of the city of Shechem (‘back’ or ‘shoulder’ : symbolizing Jesus’ death and resurrection). It was the first place where Abaram build an altar after God’s covenant and Joseph’s bones were buried after the fourth generation of Israel passed and His people came out of Egypt (Gen.15:16). God ordered Joshua to divide the twelve tribes of Israel in two and make them stand on the two mountains facing each other after they conquered the land of Canaan.  And then, He also commanded them to set up some stones, coat them with plaster (‘whitewash’ – see Matt.23:27), write all the words of the law on them, and build an altar of stones on Mount Ebal (Deut. 27:1-5). Half of the tribes would stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people while the other half of the tribes would stand on Mount Ebal to pronounce curses (Deut. 27:112-13).  This symbolizes the spiritual condition of mankind. Some have to live as slaves of the law, like ‘whitewashed tombs’ (Matt. 23:27).  They are the subject of God’s curses. On the other hand, the others are still standing on the mountain of the law, yet by God’s grace, their old beings are cut and shaved until they are reformed in the image of Christ (Gen. 1:27 – “image” < from an unused root meaning to shade).

God’s saints are like those who stand on Mount Gerizim.  By God’s grace, we have already come to the mountain of grace from the judgment of the law. The writer of Hebrews describes the place where we spiritually stand as follows: “Mount Zion(fortress, symbolizing ‘church’), ‘the heavenly Jerusalem,’ ‘the city of the living God,’ ‘thousands upon thousands(‘murias’- ten thousand, an innumerable multitude) of angels(‘messengers’) in joyful assembly,’  ‘the church of the firstborn,’ ‘God, the judge of all men,’ ‘the spirits of righteous men made perfect,’ ‘Jesus the mediator of a new covenant,’ and ‘the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel’ (vv.22-24).   Our destiny is very clear. An innumerable multitude of God’s servants and angels are waiting to welcome us on the final day.

Where is the most secure place on earth? People always look for a better place to dwell. Without knowing Christ, everyone is just like those standing on Mount Ebal. They are standing on a field that is like a ‘whitewashed tomb’ cursed by Jesus. If one still remains standing there, God’s curses come upon his head every day and will be punished at the end according to the number of days which he has spent there. Look at  Deut. 27:14-26.  God commanded that the Levites shall recite all the curses of the law and all the people of Israel shall respond to their reciting in a loud voice saying, ‘Amen.’ "Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!” (Deuteronomy 27:26).   God’s curses are continually pronounced in the next chapter. God’s blessings are also mentioned in the beginning for those who fully obey the Lord and His commands (vv.1-14). But their listings are very short when comparing to the quantity of those curses that immediately followed after (vv.16-68).  “The LORD will also bring on you every kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of the Law, until you are destroyed.  62 You who were as numerous as the stars in the sky will be left but few in number, because you did not obey the LORD your God” (Deuteronomy 28:61-62).  To His chosen people who are loved by God, yet still look for their own success and fame on earth, God reminds them over and over of His scary judgment over their sins by His law so that His curses won’t come upon them. All of the religious people of the world go crazy trying to gain their earthly blessings. They only care for their present satisfaction in the flesh. We must clearly realize our spiritual blessings given through Christ, that are superior to all the earthly blessings. For these spiritual blessings, we might physically suffer for a while.  God’s ‘disciplines’ are absolutely necessary for His people to gain the true reality of Christ. Let us focus more on the word and prayer so that Christ’s image is fully formed in us. 

The apostle John blesses his fellow worker in prayer. “Dear friend, I pray (“in all”) that you may enjoy good health(‘hugies’ < ‘sound, whole’ : figuratively to be uncorrupted- true in doctrine) and that all may go well(‘euodoo’: to walk on the road of truth) with you, even as your soul (breath, a living soul) is getting along well.  3 It gave me great joy to have some brothers come and tell about your faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to walk in the truth.  4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth” (3 John 1:2-4).   John prays for the beloved Gauis whom he loves in the truth so that he may continue to faithfully witness to the truth of the gospel and walk in the truth. This message has nothing to do with our early blessings.  The truly blessed life is experienced when we testify to and live in the truth for our beloved neighbors so that they might not also stand on Mount Ebal and live as ‘whitewashed’ tombs.

“See to it that you do not refuse him (Moses, or God’s servants) who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him(Jesus Christ) who warns us from heaven?  26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens."  27 The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken-- that is, created things-- so that what cannot be shaken may remain” (vv.25-27)

What is the warning of this message? In the Old Testament, those who refused him (one like Moses who delivered God’s word) couldn’t escape God’s punishment. Then, how much more it will be when ones refuse “Him(Jesus Christ) who warns us from heaven?”  When Moses received the law on Mount Sinai, the Lord descended upon it in fire and as a result, “the whole mountain quaked violently” (Exo.19:18).  God warned the people of Israel so that they wouldn’t come closer to see the Lord and perish for their sins.  The holy law of God must punish their unholy life by death. When Jesus died on the cross, not only earth, but heaven also violently trembled (Matt.27:45-52).  The power of the law that has judged we must die was destroyed through Christ and finally the grace of salvation was bestowed on us. Jesus Christ warned us of another “heaven’s shaking” that will occur at the final judgment when He returns. "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-30). On the last day, all the things that are shaken will disappear. Only the ones that are not shaken will last forever. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea” (Revelation 21:1).  “Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life” (Revelation 21:27). “There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 22:5). 

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  29 for our "God is a consuming fire” (vv.28-29)

Why do we feel like our lives are being shaken sometimes? The spiritual cause fundamentally comes from our sins. Our sins always shake our souls and bodies. Our lands also tremble because they are polluted by our sins. Everyone and everything that is shaken is waiting for the final judgment day.  However, we, God’s saints, already received the ‘kingdom’ that can never be shaken. The eternal kingdom of God is in us and dwells among us now. Only by the grace of the gospel, can we deeply experience this spiritual blessing.  Let us live our lives with reverence and awe for the amazing grace given to us in Christ. We must live now on earth as main characters of God’s unshakable kingdom.  When we see things and our environment being shaken, let us affirm more completely God’s unshakable kingdom in us and try to witness to others about this great truth and blessing. 

Conclusion
God is a ‘consuming fire.’ The word, ‘consuming’ in Hebrews means “to eat, devour, or feed.” In Greeks, it (katanalisko) ‘means “to elect and lift up above.”  God has to first devour everything that is shakable by sin on earth and lift up His chosen people from the sinful ground and bring them to His unshakable kingdom above in heaven. “For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God” (Deut.4:24). The word, ‘jealous’(quanna) in Hebrews symbolizes a great passion and active desire like a bird who eagerly gathers things to build a nest to protect the lives of her own.  God consumes all of our sins jealously in order to perfectly establish us as His beloved sons and daughters in heaven. The word, ‘jealous’(quanna) has two meanings (double face). It is used to describe how God who has a very intense and irresistible character fulfills His promise.  In addition, it is also used in the opposite way. People are always jealous, attempting to gain their wants to the point of destroying and killing others.  Because God jealously loves us, we can finally eat the bread of life with Him in Christ. In the midst of God’s fierce judgment that comes like a consuming fire for our sins, we will still be alive. Even more, we will be recreated as God’s perfect sons because His fire only consumes our sins.  This is, indeed, the amazing grace of the cross that is reveled to God’s chosen people. “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.  40 For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:39-40). 
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