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Hebrews 12:15-17  15 See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.  16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son.  17 Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change of mind, though he sought the blessing with tears. 

Summary from Last Sermon (#33)
What is the fundamental corruption of mankind? It is man’s spiritual separation from God after eating the fruit of the forbidden tree. It immediately caused many tragedies such as division, fights, and murders in human life.  The first man deeply enjoyed God’s life and unity with Him in the garden of Eden. However, when sin entered, man’s relationship with God became hostile. All the troubles of men stem from this fundamental act.  Man can never be united as one with his peers for this reason. In order to gain true unity among us, we must solve this fundamental problem first. Unless we believe in Christ and enter into the relationship of the ‘us,’ the perfect unity of God, there can be no true unity that can occur among us.  It is clear that all the problems that men struggle with, such as family, social, and even national issues, fundamentally come from their spiritual separation from God.  So, when we come closer and closer to God through Christ, all our problems will naturally be solved in His time.  “And in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:16-18).  Without the cross standing in our relationship with God, we are just enemy of God as well as of others.  We can be close to someone, yet it is not genuine but always superficial because the maintenance of our close relationship is simply based on our common interest and lustful satisfaction.   When the cross intervenes in our relationship more deeply, as time goes by, we naturally fall into the perfect relationship of the ‘us’ which God ultimately designed for us through Christ.

Christ is the only answer to all of our troubles. So, when we face troubles, we should bring them to Christ first.  Let ‘troubles’ cause Christ to perform a spiritual surgery on me first.  As we come closer to the cross, what should we discover and affirm again? It is the true identity of the ‘I’ and the ‘us’ formed in Christ. The ‘I’ was united with the God of the trinity and connected to the true ‘us’ as one body in Christ.  As we have that assurance in Christ more confidently, we will see the power of darkness can’t overcome us anymore. True healing and restoration will naturally take place in our life. Having a new life in the one body of the ‘us,’ we will experience together God’s sovereign power, Christ’s compelling love, and the Holy Spirit’s faithful guidance.   In this kind of setting, every true believer will grow as Christ’s important ambassadors who deliver the miracle of His life to others. We will speak the truth of the gospel with one voice and one mind in Christ.  This is the new order of life that is predestined for every true believer who becomes one body in Christ. Our relationship with others will be changed and reformed according to the gospel’s way (the fake ‘us’ to the true ‘us’).  Let us strive together to speak the truth of the gospel to our loved neighbors. Let us invite others to our living community, that is the true ‘us’ created by the power of Christ.  As each one of us gets closer to Christ and enjoys the living relationship of the ‘us’ in Him, the true body of Christ will be strongly established among us.  The true church will finally be witnessed to others as shown in Acts, chapter 2.  “To equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13). 

The church is the spiritual field where we experience one true unity through the same faith given to the ‘us’ in Christ.  We don’t boast of our superiority to others and try to reveal our own glory in this community. Instead, we try to embrace others’ deep darkness in the love and mercy of Christ, cover it with Christ’s righteousness, and lead them to the head of Christ. As we become all together more truly connected to the head of Christ in unity, the existence and smell of each ‘I’ won’t be recognizable. Only Christ’s existence and smell will be revealed to each of us. That is the mystery of the church established by Christ.  Our ultimate goal is to be connected to and remain in the head of Christ together. Otherwise, the gathering of the ‘us’ will be nothing but just a selfish group that looks for our own lustful satisfaction.  Let us help our brothers and sisters to build our relationship more spiritually by ministering to each other in word and prayer. Let us only boast the mystery of the cross and leave the mark of the cross upon each other.  “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14). 

“See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many” (v.15).
The first thing that we, as one body connected to the head of Christ, should do is to take care of each individual in the body in word and prayer so that no one will “miss out on (hustereo’: to suffer want, to lack in excellence) the grace of God.”  We have to understand the spiritual warfare taking place inside of us. When we accept Jesus Christ, the law of the Spirit enters us and begins to fight with the law of sin in us. As we have lived so long in the world of darkness, the ‘bitter root’(‘piknia’< ‘pegnumi’: to set up a tent) of sin has been deeply embedded in our hearts.  We were born with the lustful desire for good and evil. Our lifestyle has been deeply rooted in such a lustful environment.  All the worldly evil temperaments, personalities, and characters have been deeply planted and molded in our life either consciously or unconsciously.  Through Christ, now we can see them as evil natures. Each individual has lived in a tent of sin.  However, through Christ, the Holy Spirit comes in and makes a new tent among us.  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling (‘skenoo’: to encamp) among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Let us draw a picture of this image.  Each one of us used to dwell in his own tent and eagerly live to fulfill his own satisfaction. But Christ made a big tent among us and invited each of us to live together in His tent by connecting one another to the head of Christ. In order to do this, each one of us should remove his own stakes that are deeply embedded for his tent. Furthermore, to deeply enjoy the mystery of Christ while living in His tent together, each one of us should keep discovering the abundant grace hidden for us in Him. The word, ‘grace’(‘karis’: joy > ‘karizomai’: to gratuitously pardon or rescue) means God’s joyful heart for His children and His act of unconditional forgiveness placed upon His people by Christ. As a result, we gained the new life and became His beloved children who can call Him ‘Father.’ He knew us and chose us as His children already even before we were saved. So, He was pleased with us and decided to save us while we were still sinners.  “The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing” ( Zephaniah 3:17).  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).  God made us His children through the covenant of grace that was established though Christ and we dwell in the tent of His grace as the par of body of Christ.  Those who dwell in true grace don’t judge other’s darkness thoughtlessly but try to reveal Christ’s love and mercy to them so that their darkness may be transformed into His light. They also experienced the power of His grace that releases them from the bond of their deep darkness. In order to live together in the tent of Christ’s abundant grace, each one of us should continue to experience His love more intimately and effectively influence one another with His grace. Otherwise, a ‘bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many” (v.15). 

The fundamental cause of our ‘bitter root’ comes from our separation from God.  Our separation from God causes us to live like Cain who incubated a poison deep inside of his heart against God. This is the greatest spiritual problem of man. When the living word of God falls upon men, those who have deep religious minds naturally rise up in great anger just like the Pharisees did and try to crucify Jesus. Those religious people who always pretend to be a good and holy are not afraid of using God’s word as their weapon to kill Christ who is the true reality of the law.  When there is no true work of God’s word effectively taking place, those bitter roots that are inside of men begin to rise up again in order to defile the ‘us’ in Christ and even destroy the body of Christ.  God’s saints must be awakened in His word and always examine their own ‘bitter root’ through the enlightenment of the word. If we can’t first recognize our own bondage in the darkness of the law and come out of it through the grace of Christ, we will be more confined by the law and bring great harm to the body of Christ.  Incorrect Christian living will damage our minds mentally as well as physically.  Our great responsibility and duty is to first take care of our own ‘bitter root’ through the power of Christ. We must work hard first for our bitter root to be transformed into light by seriously focusing our life more on the word and prayer. When we keep working on it together in this way, we can truly experience the tent of the ‘us,’ the one body of Christ with heavenly joy and peace and even more, we can fulfill the task entrusted to us by God more completely. “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry” (2 Timothy 4:2-5). 

“See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son” (v.16)

When each individual’s ‘bitter roots’ are not properly taken care of, the body of Christ will be damaged in two ways. First, God’s saints who became the ‘us’ in Christ will fall into the temptation of sexual immorality. Sexual immorality causes our relationship with Christ to be divided and our relationship with others to be broken.  This isn’t just a spiritual immorality. Sexual immorality also occurs physically. We have seen many cases in the news that many heretics or religious groups always get involved in sexual immorality. Satan tempts people to exercise sexual immorality in order to bring more separation between God and men. Sexual immorality is the evil heart that causes people to become God’s wickedest enemies. 

‘Bitter roots’ also cause us to become godless (‘bebelos’: ‘basis’(foot) +‘belos’(a threshold): crossing the door way with one’s foot > ‘bebeloo’: to desecrate or profane)  like Esau who sold his ‘inheritance right.’  Why was Esau godless? He didn’t’ regard his inheritance right as important. Just to satisfy his sudden hunger, he imprudently sold His important right to his brother.  His ignorant action shows that he never had any interest in God’s covenant which should be fulfilled through ‘the first born.’  He must bear the seed of Christ as a first born so that Christ’s genealogy could be continued. But he was totally ignorant of God’s message. He only believed in himself and tried to live his own life to gain success and fame. He represents the typical figure of a totally depraved man. 
A ‘threshold’ symbolizes the life that is set apart by the border that God made.  The ‘bitter root’ rises up causing God’s saints to cross the border and stand against God. In the vision of Ezekiel, the living water comes out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (Eze. 47:1). It means the living water of Christ flows over the world of darkness and draws a line of distinction for His people from the world in the gospel.  If one does not cross the border of the gospel and stays inside the threshold with his foot, he won’t die.  As each individual crosses the threshold set apart for them and stays together inside the tent of God, the body of Christ will be built in unity. The body of Christ built upon the covenant of God’s grace receives Christ’s service and rule alone. They know the importance of delivering the life of Christ to others. However, our ‘bitter root’ makes us not live a life set apart from the world for the gospel. It leads us to a ‘godless’ life by tempting us to cross the border set up by God. 
.

“Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change of mind (repentance), though he sought the blessing with tears” (v.17)

Those who act like Esau can never have any chance of repentance although they desperately want the same blessing reserved for the true sons of God. It is similar to the five virgins who were abandoned at the end when the groom returned (The Parable of the Ten Virgins : Matt. 25:1-10).  They always trusted upon their own oil and used it for their own glory in the world. They acted like true believers, yet when Jesus returned, their false identity was finally revealed and judged to their eternal death. We shouldn’t confuse these messages that try to deliver the true way to us. Esau and the five virgins were merely religious people from the beginning. They just knew God in their heads and worshiped Him in a form of godliness for a while. But they never had true union with Christ as one body. In fact, they were God’s enemies who held to their own selfish desire and motivation from the beginning. They never had any genuine interest in the gospel of God’s grace. They eventually rejected it just like Judas who eagerly followed Jesus but always looked for a chance to gain his own fame and success by using His master’s power. Although they later sought the same blessing with ‘tears,’ they couldn’t get any chance of repentance. Their ‘tears’ had nothing to do with the gospel. ‘Repentance’ (‘shuwb’ in Hebrews : one’s old values, habits, and standards are destroyed and can’t go back to his old hometown. A conqueror completely destroys the house of his captives for the purpose of their neutralization) is gained by God’s grace alone.  True repentance occurs when the grace of Christ touches one’s deep darkness and causes him to desperately look for the truth that saves him from it. It brings true spiritual change in one’s deep inner being.  However, we should also know the opposite impact coming from the gospel. If the gospel doesn’t deal with one’s own deep darkness inside of his inner being, he will be more religiously corrupted by the gospel that he pretends to believe and follow. “Who have tasted (external experience of God’s power, religious understanding) the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,  6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace” (Hebrews 6:5-6). 

What the writer of Hebrews actually tries to say here is about God’s abundant grace, especially regarding ‘repentance,’ that is widely open to the true saints of God. The act of ‘repentance’ can be performed by anyone, but without the grace of Christ, true repentance never occurs.  The real grace of Christ always leads us to first take care of our own ‘bitter root’ and to desperately desire His life alone for the rest of our life.  When we truly experience God’s real grace, we become sincere. We don’t try to hide or lie anymore but testify to the light and life of Christ alone all the time. We don’t talk about the old ‘I’ but the new ‘I’ whom Christ embraced with His abundant mercy. This is the true fruit that is born followed by our genuine repentance. “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.  20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:19-20). 

 Conclusion
Let us remain in God’s grace all the time. Otherwise, our ‘bitter root’ rises up again and defiles the new ‘I’ as well as the new ‘us’ through the old ‘I.’  Our ‘bitter root’ causes our faith not to grow and distances us from our relationship with God. Even more, it deceives us into following ‘godless myths’ and ‘worldly fables’ (1 Tim4:7). It will ultimately corrupt the whole community of true believers.   We are not Esau, but we can act like Esau any time when we don’t fight with our ‘bitter root.’  

Therefore, God’s saint should always discern their own ‘bitter root’ first and bring it to the throne of grace to be renewed and revived in Christ. ‘Repentance’ is one of the highest privileges and divine duties given only to the saints of God.  ‘Repentance’ is not a shameful behavior at all. It is the most beautiful act in God’s eyes. The more our ‘bitter root’ is found, the more we can reach the deep living water and drink it. The gospel is perfect. The door of the gospel is widely open for us all the time. Let us exercise our privilege and enjoy the new life of Christ daily. Let us grow as God’s faithful servants by deeply enjoying the grace of ‘repentance.’ 
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