Title: “The Evidence of True Sons”
Text: Heb. 12:4-11 (#32)

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.  5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."  7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons.  9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!  10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.  11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

Summary from last week (#31)
 
The event of the cross started when the pillar of truth was driven down into the ground. What happened at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion?  “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.  52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.  53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people” (Matthew 27:51-53).  It seemed that a war had broken out. Everything was torn, split, and opened. Many dead were raised from their graves. When God finally drove the covenantal pole of truth into the ground for His last harvest, those earthly foundations built by His people as their towers of Babel began to collapse.  Since this happened, each of the chosen people of God has been drawn to the cross and tied up with Jesus to die together with Him and be raised up with Him as a new being.  God’s church is the gathering of this kind of people who have become the pillar of truth on earth.  “If I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).  The scene of that turbulence symbolizes a type of God’s judgment in the last days for nonbelievers but also a sign of heavenly blessing with gates wide open for those who gained ‘faith’ in Christ. The cross symbolizes that we are spiritually connected to heaven so that we can receive all the good knowledge and wisdom of heaven from God.  As we are drawn nearer to the cross, having all of our worldly values and standards nailed to it, our minds will naturally be transformed to be like that of Christ, and our life will bear the fruit of His life upon others.  “Don't be deceived, my dear brothers.  17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created” (James 1:16-18).  Don’t let our faith just be hung around the cross but be drawn near to it so that we may strongly stand as a pillar of truth.  As a pillar of truth, let us bear our task faithfully by proclaiming the living message of the gospel that comes from our hearts centered on Christ.  That is the most important mission of God’s church.

As ‘faith’ continues to make and mold us as God’s faithful servants, we have a very important responsibility to cooperate with ‘faith.’  When we struggle against sin, we must ‘resist to the point of shedding our blood’ (v.4).  And we shouldn’t forget ‘the word of encouragement that addresses us as sons’ (v.5). What is sin? ‘Faith’ tries to tie us to the cross as closely as possible. But our sinful natures naturally refuse its guidance.  ‘Faith’ leads us to God’s predestined plan. But we are tempted because of the many stumbling blocks ahead of us.  What do temptations look like?  They are like Abraham’s offering his son as a sacrifice, Noah’s building an ark, Sarah’s barrenness, Jacob’s unexpected prayer for his sons, Moses’ Red Sea event, Joshua’s attacking Jericho, the prostitute Rahab’s welcoming Israel’s spies, etc.  All those incidents were definitely God’s predestined plan, yet they were completely unexpected ideas which couldn’t come out of our common sense. However, those temptations look like big stumbling blocks to our ways from our worldly standard, but they are eventually the greatest plans for us by which to gain the amazing realty of Christ.  What are the real stumbling blocks in our life? They are our sinful natures that cause our minds to be twisted and stand far from the perfect standard of the cross.  We should “resist” (’antikatistemi’: make them not to stand around the cross) them ‘to the point of shedding our blood.’   Our important duty and responsibility is to first discern those pillars of sin that block our way to the cross, and then engage in spiritual warfare in order to nail them all to the cross. The best way of fighting against our sin is to carefully listen to the message of the gospel and deeply digest the living truth with a prayerful heart, especially during the service and fellowship in the gospel.  “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (James 4:8).  When we seriously focus on word and prayer, ‘faith’ reveals the area of our deep darkness and makes us realize how far we have been away from the pillar of the cross.  Unless we come close to the cross, the ‘sin’ in us won’t be put to death. That is the meaning of ‘to the point of shedding our blood.’  We can’t discipline our own sin. We can’t overcome the power of sin by our own methods. We will never overcome the greatest enemy, the ‘I’, by ourselves. The only way to overcome the sinful ‘I’ is to be led nearer to the cross through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We need to open our spiritual eyes in order to respond to the work of faith in us as much as possible. The closer we come to the cross, the more we find the reality of the ‘I’ held in the bondage of darkness. We will then soon experience the power of Christ, who binds the power of sin, and releases our chains of bondage to sin.  In such a way, when our eyes are spiritually open, we will realize God’s predestined plan is not a stumbling block, but true blessing prepared for us.    “I hate and abhor falsehood but I love your law.  164 Seven times a day I praise you for your righteous laws.  165 Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble” (Psalm 119:163-165). 

What are the things that we often forget? They are the ‘words of encouragement’ that only address us as sons.  "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline (‘paideia’: the whole training and education of children, including punishment), and do not lose (‘ekluo’: to grow weary, become faint hearted) heart when he rebukes(‘elegcho’> refute, reprove) you,  6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son” (vv.5-6, see Proverb 3:11-12).  Do children need ‘discipline’ by punishment? We must carefully understand what the Bible tells us about disciplining our children.  Many people have spent many years trying to find the right system to educate their children. Some educators believe the legitimacy of physical punishment for children using the Bible as a source of their theory.  Others disagree with it and come up with a totally opposite way.  We should be more gospel-minded in order to understand the way of God’s love that is demonstrated on the cross.  How did God nurture and discipline our ancestors of faith? In what way did God’s discipline, scolding, and whipping work out in their lives? First, God’s covenantal words were pronounced and His predestined will was concretely revealed to them.   His words always revealed Christ’s life and led them to the way of the cross. However, no one could correctly understand God’s desire in the beginning because of their sinful nature that was filled with their own lustful desire for good and evil. They naturally rejected and resisted His Will.  But ‘faith’ continues to work to fulfill God’s plan in spite of our disobedience. So, we naturally accept God’s divine guidance as a form of ‘temptation’ from our fleshly point of view.  Temptation reveals our deep darkness hidden inside of us. But ‘faith’ that leads us nearer to the cross opens our eyes to see that our ‘full-grown’ sin is put to death by Christ.  As ‘faith’ works more strongly in us, we will be led to finally accept God’s discipline, scolding, or whipping, which used to be unpleasing to our eyes, as God’s perfect guidance.  They are like those conflicts that naturally happen all the time between parents and children. Parents’ seemingly good exhortation and guidance may many times sound like harsh discipline to their children.

What is the real problem? It is how our superficial attitude responds to faith. God always has amazing plans ahead for us in our life. However, if we take lightly the living word of Christ that reveals God’s divine will for us, our faith will become more religious. It is our double-mindedness that always causes us to misunderstand God’s true intention, and tries to take control over the law of life that we have gained in Christ. We shouldn’t misunderstand that the work of the Holy Spirit does not lead us into disappointment and fear. “Because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake” (1 Thessalonians 1:5). “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).  We need to generate great effort to improve our attitude so that it is more widely open to God, so that the Holy Spirit can freely work upon us according to His will. Although we confess that everything is under God’s sovereign control, still our hearts need to be prepared all the time in order to receive God’s perfect guidance correctly. The more we prepare our hearts for service and fellowship, the more the living word of God will bring its full impact upon us as it was intended. We should really give thanks to God for electing us to receive the grace of salvation out of so many people. Therefore, we need to listen more seriously to His voice so that the deep mystery of Christ may be truly experienced in our life. “Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?" He said to them,  24 "Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to” (. Luke 13:23-24).  “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). 

Any form of ‘discipline’ that comes from God ultimately causes us to come close to the pillar of the cross. When we finally stand in the center of the cross, one truth that we will clearly realize is that we are recreated as sons with whom God the Father wants deep intimacy.  “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons” (vv.7-8). To God’s saints, ‘His disciplines’ can be taken in various forms such as suffering, disappointment, desperation, or fear.  Nonbelievers also experience various sufferings for many reasons. However, during the process of receiving God’s ‘disciplines,’ we will experience the great reality of truth that was established on the cross.  The living word of life makes the most of a chance to come in through the cracks in our hearts that was caused by our sufferings and hardships. And then, it makes God’s life flow within us so that we may see the fulfillment of God’s greatest promise for us. We will see our new identity hanging on the cross with Christ as the Father’s sons who can correctly understand His heart and will.  True maturity takes place at that moment. We can finally perform God’s will perfectly without any misunderstanding and mistakes.  As long as we stand upright on the cross with Christ as God’s sons, all of our darkness filled with emptiness and chaos will go away and our hearts will be filled with heavenly peace and hope which the world cannot give.  In addition, by gaining more of the eyes and mind of Christ in our hearts, we will begin to see our future more widely and deeply within God’s predestined will through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  “Because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father” (Romans 8:14-15).  Without the work of faith that brings God’s ‘disciplines’ to our life, we can’t experience God as our true Father in a close relationship.  Those sons who receive God’s discipline are the only ones who can call Him, ‘Abba, Father.’

During the time when God is disciplining us, ‘faith’ makes us grow up and ‘submit’ to His predestined will and plan (v.9). Also, it leads us to gain great benefit from participating in His holiness (v.10).  Who did perfectly submit to the will of God the Father on earth? It was Christ Jesus who was hung on the pillar of the cross. As a result, so many souls were raised from the dead and gained new status and authority to live as true sons of God. If it wasn’t for the divine event that made Jesus’ perfect submission to His Father possible, we would continue to live as miserable sinners who will fade away soon in emptiness after eagerly living by our own worldly standards and values.  However, through the merit of Christ’s redemptive work, we are not only saved from darkness, but also entrusted to carry on the same task as Jesus, as a result of our hanging on the pillar of the cross with Christ.  We become the most wonderful sons and daughters of God who can perfectly submit to God’s will through the power of the Holy Spirit.  “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs -- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings, in order that we may also share in his glory.  18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed” (Romans 8:16-19). 

Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us know what is the best blessing of all that has been given to us. Without the work of faith, we can’t realize this truth.  It is for us to gain the sonship of God through Christ’s redemptive work on the cross. Furthermore, it is for us to experience God’s ‘disciplines’, through which we can live as God’s close sons while living on earth.  With whom was God most pleased? It was Jesus Christ.  “The Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22).  Through Christ, we also freely gained this most precious status, the same sonship of God. Transforming us into ones who contain this amazing status, God also gave us the most important mission.  No matter how great or good one might consider himself to be, if he is outside of Christ, he is nothing but the object of God’s harsh judgment at the end.  All they need is the message of the gospel that brings them to the cross.  While living on earth for the rest of our life, let us live to satisfy the expectation of God the Father who genuinely loves us. We need to open up our hearts more and listen to the living word of God more deliberately so that we can be established as pillars of truth for God’s kingdom. Let us build our church together as the most important church, so that God can use us freely to fulfill His divine plan.
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