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Hebrews 11:27-40  27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.  28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.  29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.  30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.  31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.  32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets,   . . .  38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.  39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.  40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.  


Summary from last week (#29)

The life of God’s saint is predestined to fulfill God’s divine plan on earth. If seems that we choose all things with our own free will, yet ‘faith’ intervenes in our minds so that our decision-making may be more in accord with God’s predestined will.  Without the gracious work of the Holy Spirit that strengthens our ‘faith,’ we will continually be trapped by continuous temptations and fail to fulfill God’s predestined will, even when we clearly know His will.  Temptation makes us uncomfortable and angry because our lustful desire for good and evil is not satisfied. It makes us fall into sin and continue to live as sinners. However, when ‘faith’ enters and transforms our deep darkness that is revealed during the time of our temptations, the life and light of Christ is born within us and spiritual maturity takes place in us. Therefore, let us pray that the strong work of faith will arise in the midst of our trials. God’s ultimate plan is that we may truly experience and testify to Christ’s superiority to all after we go through our temptations. Therefore, all temptations will eventually be tools to truly bless us and makes us more truthful servants of God.  


Faith bears faith. Our word and action based on faith bears our spiritual descendants of God and makes them grow up to be God’s faithful servants. God’s predestined will is for us to keep bearing the generations for whom ‘Christ alone’ is their mark. The genealogy of Christ was produced and succeeded by those who found the true mystery of Christ, especially in the midst of their great temptations.  True treasure hidden in us comes to the surface when our old beings are torn during the time of our trials.  “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7).  The deepest darkness that blocks the work of Christ is within us. When that darkness is torn down, the life of Christ abundantly flows out of us and gives birth to the descendants of Christ. The power of His life always affects their bearing in the same way.

The Work of Faith

What we see with our eyes is not true reality. When faith is given and received, we can see clearly what we have to see. Everything is a type for us to realize true reality through faith. Moses saw the deep illusion of Egypt through his long spiritual training in the wilderness by God. Egypt had the highest educated and most advanced culture, as well as the most powerful army in the world at that time. They acted like god figures. However, from a spiritual perspective, it demonstrates the highest reach of man’s corruption. It was the same as the people who lived in the age of Noah’s Ark.  Everyone acted like a giant, a hero, and a man of renown. Each built his own gods and mimicked them. God’s fearful judgment has surely come upon those kind of people throughout history.  We, God’s saints, must discern the reality of the deep darkness by which we are surrounded in the world today. Men praise men and build their own temple to worship their own idols. Every political party, economy, and culture goes into that secular pattern more and more each day.  Like Moses, God wants to awaken and spiritually train us so that we can wholeheartedly follow the guidance of ‘faith’ for the sake of bringing His salvation and judgment to the world.  ‘Faith’ strongly works in the midst of our deep darkness. ‘Faith’ established Moses more firmly as His messenger who was to execute His predestined will in the time of great trouble.  ‘Faith’ led Moses to perform the ‘Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel” (v.28).  Who is “the destroyer of the firstborn?” From man’s eyes, it seems to be the Pharaoh of Egypt who considered himself to be most powerful, a god. However, the real God appeared and judged all the firstborn of Egypt to death but saved ‘the firstborn of His chosen’ whom the Pharaoh of Egypt once tried to destroy. “So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight I will go throughout Egypt.  5 Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well.  6 There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt-- worse than there has ever been or ever will be again” (Exodus 11:4-6).  God sends two very clear and strong messages to the world through Moses. To the one who mimics a light, the true light will appear and judge him to death. To the others who are temporarily bound to darkness, His light (the mystery of Christ who conquered their death) will set them free by.   Who is the real one whom people should be afraid of?  “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). 


‘Faith’ allows us to pass through the ‘Red Sea like we are on dry land.” The cursed sea was split into two and became dry land.  “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided” (Exodus 14:21). This is the reality of heaven. God’s predestined will for our ultimate salvation was manifested here.  In the third day of creation, “dry gourd” appeared as “the water under the sky” gathered to one place (Gen.1:9). They are called “Land” and “seas.”  In chapter 21 of Revelation, the apostle John sees “a new heaven and a new earth” after “the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.” “There was no longer any sea” in there. The sea represents a ‘curse’ and ‘judgment.’  ‘A strong east wind’ (symbolizing the Holy Spirit) came and drove the sea back and turned it into dry land.  As a result, the Israelites went through the sea on dray ground and safely reached the other side. In this way, ‘faith’ allows a big temptation in our lives so that we may feel like we are drowning in a sea of death, but in the midst of our troubles, Christ’s power and life begin to manifest themselves to save us.  We begin to realize that Christ is the only solution and our ultimate answer that is given from God after we go through all of our sufferings and hardships.  Our life is already predestined as being headed to the land of God’s promise.  However, when the Egyptians tried to pass through, all were drowned. Their temptation caused them to face eternal death. When they were tempted, they strongly relied upon their horses and chariots as their source of power and so they confidently threw themselves into the middle of the sea.  Even seeing the great miracle with their own eyes, their hearts became more harden and arrogant. Instead of repenting, they challenged the God of Israel, falsely believing themselves superior to Him. As a result, not one of them could survive God’s wrath.  Without ‘faith’, people perish in this way when they are tempted.  However, God’s saints experience more of the reality of heaven when they are tempted because ‘faith’ continues to reveal God’s predestined will to them.  All of our temptations eventually cause us to rely solely upon Christ as our Lord and to testy to the true reality of Christ more boldly to others.  This is the most powerful and life-giving blessing predestined and prepared for God’s people. 

How did ‘faith’ continue to work upon the people of Israel who went into the Promised Land, Canaan?  Joshua became the new leader of Israel after Moses. His people’s first mission was to destroy the city of Jericho. In order to conquer the city, God commanded the Israelites to march around the city for seven days, once for six days and seven times on the seventh day, with priests blowing the trumpets.  When they heard a long blast sounding from the trumpets, the only thing that they would have to do was to give a loud shout toward the wall of the city. ‘Faith’ takes away all of our disbelieving ‘words’ until we truly believe the great work predestined by God. “But Joshua had commanded the people, "Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!"( Joshua 6:10).  In order for God’s predestined will to be fulfilled according to His appointed time, we continue to severely fight a spiritual fight within our inner beings.  The judgment of destruction over the city of Jericho was already predestined by God. But when we see its reality with our own eyes and our own lustful judgment, our mission will look very impossible. That is why God has to make us fasting of our words so that we won’t speak any words of distrust, doubt, or false hope coming from our fleshly level.  To help God’s mission, we must first fight well with our own deep darkness. ‘Faith’ begins to break down the wall of Jericho built within us so that we can clearly recognize God’s predestined will and totally trust His method.   Finally, on the seventh day, when the Israelites gave a lout shout with the victorious sound of trumpet, the wall of Jericho crumbled down. What did they shout? It was a shout of victory.  During the seven days, they first experienced that the wall of Jericho within them was crumbled down. As a result, they already saw by faith the predestined fate of Jericho which was doom to perish by God’s judgment. 

‘Faith’ also moved the heart of the prostitute Rahab. She welcomed the spies of Israel, who were the enemies of her county and helped them safely go back to their camp. From a man’s point of view, she was a traitor to her county. However, from a spiritual perspective, she was favored by God’s grace and used as a very important tool to fulfill God’s predestined plan. She was condemned by the world for her status, yet when ‘faith’ intervened in her life, she began to seek her salvation from God of Israel.  She recognized that the Lord God of Israel was the only true God, the one who could save her from her sin.  This is the same as the world we live in today. There are many people who have no interest in the work of the gospel that is manifested through God’s churches. However, there are people who desperately seek their salvation when they hear the marvelous work of God moving through His churches, just like Rahab did.  The grace of the gospel completely changed the life of Rahab. It isn’t important how we have lived our lives in the past, or with what kind of status and authority we were born. The most important truth is that if one does not know the spiritual reality of the gospel, he is the enemy of God. But if one realizes the truth manifested in the gospel, he becomes God’s precious friend.  ‘Faith’ not only saved Rahab and her families from God’s judgment but it also registered her name in the genealogy of Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:5).  What a marvelous transformation and blessing one could have!  The more blessings we gain in Christ is the greater our transformation. Our name is recorded in the book of life and furthermore, God’s mission is entrusted to us so that we will give birth to Christ’s important descendants just as Rahab did. 


The life of ‘faith’ for which the world is not worthy 

“The world was not worthy of them” (v.38). The life driven by ‘faith’ becomes unworthy from the worldly viewpoint. The word, ‘worthy’ (axios < ago) means “being carried away to be granted.”  People who have true faith in the gospel are not driven by worldly interest and have no interest in things of which the world considers to be worthy.  The world does not understand our life driven by ‘faith’ and does not reward our labor.  However, ‘faith’ continues to make His people bear true fruits that God counts as worthy just as the ancestors of faith did.

Conclusion
“These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.  40 God had planned something better(‘kreiton’: much more powerful) for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect” (vv.38-39).   Let us look at the history of the gospel. ‘Faith’ always has led God’s chosen people to bear witness to the mystery of Christ.  ‘Faith’ made them realize that Christ is the only true reality to be witnessed so, they had to live as a type of Christ. Before the promised reality came, they had to go through many sufferings and hardships in the wilderness.  At God’s appointed time, Christ came and gave birth to His church. Today, we don’t have to live as a type of Christ like the people did in the Old Testament.  Instead, we are called to live as ‘Christs’ through our spiritual union with Him by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Christ’s light and life is fully available today through the church of God.  God’s saints in the New Testament gained amazing status and authority in Christ. This is incomparable to the status of God’s servants in the Old Testament. Let us put our trust in Christ and work together harder to reveal Christ’s perfect light and life to others. “Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ(being filled with Christ’s thoughts and standards in one’s heart)  14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ” (Ephesians 4:13-15). 
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