Title: “Faith That Leads Us unto God’s Predestined Will” (II) 
Text: Heb. 11:21-26 (# 29)

By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.  22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.  23 By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.  25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 


From Last Week (#28)

We don’t’ trust a capricious person because he continuously changes his will. How can we rely our life upon the person who has no clear plan and easily changes his intention? If God’s intention is changeable, and is especially swayed by man’s will and persistence, He can’t be called the ‘All Powerful God.’ He is nothing but just our own idol built within us.  “Every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood” (Gen.8:21).  “Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:7-9).  We need to more seriously study the word of God in order to find out His deep intention and plan for us. However, even though we know His plan, it isn’t easy to accept His divine intention at our worldly level. In fact, we will ignore, forget, or distort His will just as Isaac did.  Our sinful nature within us naturally resists God’s divine intention. Satan tempts us to compromise Gods’ will with our own lustful thoughts to fulfill our own will and satisfaction.  We have to acknowledge how terrible our nature is as it is bound to earthly interest and success. Many times we confess that we desire heavenly things, yet when God’s will is clearly revealed, we eventually refuse and reject Him.  That is the deep darkness which God wants to continually expose to us. 

God’s intention is already predestined. It is set from eternal and immutable laws or facts. Our God is perfect and all powerful. The bible testifies that His predestined will never fails but has always been accomplished according to His appointed time.  “The LORD Almighty has sworn, "Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand” (Isaiah 14:24).  No matter how good man’s intention is, it comes from his own sinful nature and it is aimed at fulfilling his own lustful desire. Man’s lifeless intention can’t free others from their bondage to sin and bring to them heavenly blessing in truth.  Man always keeps justifying his own intention as good and tries hard to get rid of his own defined evil through his law.  However, God’s perfect intention works behind our wicked intention. God’s spiritual law transforms our darkness into light. God covers man’s wickedness with His grace and use it to reveal His true righteousness.  
Religiosity causes one to insist that his own position is more selfish and justifies his own wicked will skillfully. However, the power of the gospel leads us to surrender to God’s predestined will and give our trust to Him more fully every day. 

Even though Isaac realized the mystery of Christ very clearly at the moment of giving himself as a sacrifice to God through Abraham, his own father, he later exposed his selfish intention against God’s predestined will over and over again.  However, through God’s faithfulness, when he finally realized God’s perfect will and unchangeable intention, he completely surrendered to Him.  Our life today is just exactly the same as his was then.  Without the work of ‘faith’ given to us by God’s grace, we naturally choose our own way in opposition to God’s plan most of time. That is why our spiritual worship and fellowship are so important because they strengthen our faith and make us receive the perfect guidance of the Holy Spirit who leads us in the way of God’s predestined will. 

Jacob’s Prayer (Gen. 48-49)

Just like Isaac, Jacob also realized God’s predestined will after a considerable period of time. His life became one of the cross through which he completely had to rely upon a cane used as a tool to reveal God’s perfect will and desire.  Who is Jacob? He is a sinner of sinners.  Even before his birth, he had already fought with his brother in his mother’s womb.  To gain God’s blessing as much as, and as fast as possible, he always lied and deceived others. He was the wickedest of all the wicked. He misunderstood and misused the word of God’s covenant. From a human point of view, he shouldn’t have been chosen as an ancestor of faith. However, God’s predestined will toward him can’t be changed no matter what. God struck the socket of his hip (symbolizing his death in Christ) and renamed him ‘Israel’ (God prevails). As a result, he began to limp and walk the way of the cross depending upon a cane for the rest of his life. 
Jacob favored Joseph the most among his sons just like Isaac did with Esau.  But his favoritism caused his sons to commit an evil crime. They sold Joseph as a slave to Egypt. Even more they lied to Jacob, saying that Joseph was killed by an animal. Jacob suffered in deep grief for more than ten years because of their lies. Joseph was also too arrogant before their brothers. His dream given by God caused more hatred between them because of his expression of superiority to them when interpreting his dream.  After all of these trials and sufferings, Jacob witnessed that God’s predestined will was finally fulfilled in spite of men’s stupidity and wickedness.  How did Jacob confess about the life he had gone through before the Pharaoh of Egypt? Pharaoh asked him, "How old are you?"  9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult (worthless and miserable), and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers” (Genesis 47:8-9).  What had he learned from God over such a long period of time?  He learned how evil a man is. He clearly saw it from his own action as well as those of others. God had to expose and deny all of his wickedness so that Jacob could clearly realize the absolute need for Christ to atone for his sin. Furthermore, he could perform absolute obedience to Christ to reveal God’s predestined will.  When Jacob was near his death, he gathered all of his sons and began to pray for them according to God’s predestined will (Gen. 48).  How did God make him bless the sons of Joseph? He reached out his right hand and put it on the head of the younger son, Ephraim and put his left hand on the head of the firstborn, Manasseh. Joseph was displeased and tried to change the place of his hands. But Jacob refused his request and fully obeyed the guidance of the Holy Spirit (vv.14-20). 

For the rest of his life, Jacob truly worshiped God as he solely leaned on the top of his staff. What does the top of his staff symbolize? It is the head of Christ. In order for him to live a life that is only ruled by Christ’s thought, standards, and will, all of his thought, standards, and will must be denied.  ‘Faith’ caused Jacob to bless and curse his sons according to God’s predestined will (Gen.49). Jacob would probably have wanted to bless more fully his most favorite son, Joseph, but he could not trust his own thought and judgment anymore.  He fully entrusted his mouth to the power of God. As a result, God used him to proclaim that the Messiah would come through the tribe of Judah (vv.8-10).  No one probably predicted God’s prophecy would come out in this way. Judah was the one who originally suggested selling Joseph to Egypt. What did Jacob think of Judah once he found out his evil plot? But God still blessed Judah regardless of Jacob’s judgment. Jacob was a very stiff-necked person, probably the most stubborn one of all. However, now he became a new being in Christ who was infused with all of his thoughts and judgment by leaning upon a cane, the head of which represented the head of Christ.  This is the journey of our sanctification and the destiny of our maturity in Christ.  In the midst of our suffering and hardship when we almost feel like we are disabled, we can clearly find God’s predestined will, in which Christ becomes our true master who rules over all of our minds and hearts to fulfill His plan through us.  

Joseph’s Prophecy

‘Faith’ led Joseph reminding him of God’s promise made to his ancestor and continued to prophesy the future which was already predestined by God. Joseph had probably heard many times from his father about what God had promised Abraham and Joseph deliberately kept it in his mind.  “Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated for four hundred years.  14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.  15 You, however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.  16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure” (Genesis 15:13-16).  Joseph clearly saw how God’s dream given to him was perfectly fulfilled and all the world was controlled under God’s hand.  He knew that their family’s moving to Egypt now was under God’s perfect plan.  It seems from an external point of view that the famine caused them to move down to Egypt, but Joseph knew the natural disaster was God’s tool used to fulfill His predestined will set upon His chosen people. Therefore, Joseph knew that the nation of Israel would come out of Egypt after four hundred years according to God’s promise. He clearly told his descendants that they should take his bones with them and bury them in the Promised Land. 

Let us look at how ‘faith’ worked in the life of Joseph. The same ‘faith’ also works in our lives today. There is a clear reason why we moved down here to Melbourne. There were probably many unexpected plans and even unwanted decisions made when we came here. However, we can see now that it is God’s predestined will behind all of our immigration and movement.  Just like the journey of the people of Israel who were driven to the darkness of Egypt but came out after realizing the absolute need of Christ followed by arriving at the Promised land, God applies the same spiritual law to the life of his chosen people.  While living on earth, God wants us to experience the power of Christ’s death and resurrection and know their most important mission, that is to establish the true descendants of God’s covenant through His church.  Let us keep sharing our life’s journey in Christ with our descendants while living in this foreign land.  Let them see our discovering real suffering and true hope in Christ. Let us keep preaching and teaching the true message of the gospel to our current and next generation so that they also continue to follow the same path predestined by God in the same faith.

‘Faith’ put the people of Israel in the darkness of Egypt and after four hundred years, brought them out of Egypt exactly as it was prophesied by sending them the prophet Moses. When was Moses born? It was during the most terrible time when the Hebrews was being persecuted because Pharaoh was afraid of Israel’s growth in numbers in his land. One day to further oppress them, he ordered to kill all the newborn boys. However, ‘faith’ gave Moses’ parents tremendous courage and wisdom to save their newborn baby. They hid him for three months and “placed the child in a papyrus basket and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile” (Exo2:3).  For three months, they greatly suffered and desperately sought for God’s help.  They earnestly prayed and prayed to find out God’s divine wisdom and plan for their child. It was a time when they had to solely look to God by yielding all of their own will and plan.  How scary was Pharaoh’s order in the beginning? But their fear was turned into deep trust because out of their fear, they found God’s predestined will for their child. They were no longer fearful of Pharaoh’s order. They decided to fully entrust the fate of Moses into God’s hand.

What’s the result of ‘faith’ that worked upon the life of Moses from the beginning? Even though he grew up in the palace, receiving the highest level of education in Egypt, his mind wasn’t at all assimilated into the Egyptian culture. Instead, the ‘faith’ that worked upon his life became even stronger, causing him to stand up to fight for his own people. “By faith, Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.  25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.  26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward” (vv.24-26). How could he act in such a way? Without the supernatural work of ‘faith,’ it isn’t really impossible for him to give up all of his bountiful rights and guaranteed blessings. ‘Faith’ made him choose to go completely in the opposite direction.  Obviously, his parents’ obedience to God greatly affected him spiritually. God’s predestined will was clearly understood by his parents and conveyed to him through their obedience. After all, Moses became one of the greatest servants of God in the story of the bible.  

Conclusion
How does ‘faith’ that makes us believe Christ work in us today? ‘Faith’ continues to reveal our own deep darkness, makes us rely upon the cane of the cross daily, and obey and follow God’s predestined will, and give birth to faithful descendants of God by faithfully preaching and teaching the truth of the gospel.  No matter how much or how fast our world is changing, everything is under God’s complete control. Most people in the world use their corrupted will and desire to make their life better and better every day, yet their insecurity, anxiety, and fear continues to increase.  Their lives end up with more mental and physical sufferings. However, God’s saints live their lives everyday with the guaranteed blessing in Christ. ‘Faith’ leads us to find and follow God’s predestined will through God’s sovereign power over our lives.  Let us respond to the work of ‘faith’ more sensitively. That will make us realize the spiritual reality of the gospel especially in the midst of our hardship and sufferings.  Let us grow up as Gods’ mature servants who reveal and fulfill His predestined will.
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