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Hebrews 11:7-16   7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.  12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.  15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.  16 Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Summary from last sermon (#25)
When faith is given unto us, our fundamental world view is changed.  The nature of our original sin causes us to see everything centered on ‘me’ and we consider our world to be only a material one that exists to fill our satisfaction in the flesh.  It binds us so that we remain as earthly beings who will be rotten and faded away soon. Our ground was cursed by Adam’s disobedience, so it can’t bear the fruit of life but only the fruit that satisfies our perishable body. Therefore, everyone is confined from his birth by God’s curse, “You will surely die,” from his birth due to Adam’s sin. Until his death, he has to work hard the cursed ground hoping not to die too fast.  However, he will completely fall into eternal hell. It is no wonder to see why human beings continually suffer from their mental and physical illnesses. Their sufferings increase more every day because their souls and bodies are being filled with the perishable bread of the ground.  People do not understand their spiritual problems. By God’s grace, those who eat the daily bread of life in Christ experience healing and restoration in their souls.  The fundamental issues are answered by the power of Christ in their life. So, their mental and physical health gets better due to their spiritual blessing and empowerment in Christ. 

By God’s grace, ‘faith’ enters into the world of darkness and begins to shine upon God’s chosen people according to God’s appointed timetable. As ‘faith’ enters our souls, it causes us to see the true reality prepared for us by God. It is the world of Christ who bears the true life.  We begin to see the spiritual realm in which Christ is centered above all and everything is reigned by His power. “Far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way” (Ephesians 1:21-23).  The perishable ‘I’ is no longer the center of our life, but ‘imperishable’ Christ becomes our main value in every aspect of our life. The time when the cross of Christ is established in us is the new beginning of our life (regeneration). From there, the power of the resurrection (‘anastasis’: standing upright toward the heaven and uniting with truth) manifests itself and reigns over our lives so that we are no longer taken hold of by the world of darkness.  

The Holy Spirit calls each saint into the wilderness to spiritually train them. ‘Wilderness’ is the place and environment where we have to face mental and physical sufferings. In the wilderness, we begin to realize the true reality of darkness and light. The deep darkness that has taken hold of our soul begins to reveal its true identity. The light of God begins to transform our darkness into His righteousness by the power of Christ.  The bread of life is absolutely needed to survive in the wilderness. We gain more confidence in our faith that Christ is the only true solution while going through the wilderness. Our world view begins to change more spiritually. We realize that all the sufferings and hardship are tools for us to use to realize the spiritual reality of the gospel more clearly. Like Moses who received hard training in the wilderness, God has to train His people in the same way. After all training is received, they have to be sent back to the world of darkness as His messengers. But they are given only staff of the cross.  God makes us fulfill His task as we take hold of the staff as our only a source of power. We have to speak the words centered on Christ and continually proclaim the light of Christ to the world enclosed in darkness for the sake of His great harvest in the last day.

God’s saints who experienced the first resurrection must carry on the task of evangelism faithfully until their participating in the promised second resurrection at Christ’s return.  This is the highest calling by God. Only by proclaiming the message of the cross, can those sinners who are predestined to be saved realize the truth of the gospel and rise up from their curse and death in sin. “A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?" "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.  7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass.  8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever."  9 You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!"  (Isaiah 40:6-9). Let us give thanks to God that we can sound the voice of resurrection through Christ. Let us continually grow up as Christ’s soldiers who can proclaim the truth of the gospel with the voice of the resurrection in the world. Man must hear the sound of the resurrection in our voice to be saved.  Everyone is sick mentally and physically due to the fact that they have heard too much lifeless words which are all lies spoken by the world. The power that breaks down the curses of darkness is the resurrected voice of Christ.

How did ‘faith’ lead the life of Noah?
Let us examine the life of Noah.  “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.” (v.7).  Noah focused on the task commanded by God, that is to build an ark that would take him over 100 years to finish.  The meaning and purpose of his task could never be understood by people. In fact, it looked so foolish to everyone.  The task was purposed for two reasons. It was to save his own household and it was to condemn the sin of the world. ‘Faith’ removes God’s saints from the world where everyone tries hard to fulfill their own goals and focus on their attention on the task of God which worldly people can never understand correctly.  Building an ark was to prepare God’s salvation for His own people. In the same way, God’s saints are called to bring His salvation to their own covenantal household and neighbors predestined by God in the gospel.  So, they have to faithfully make truthful sounds in the gospel toward the world regardless of opposition. In the age of Noah, all people in the world had no interest except to pursue their own lustful ambition to gain more successes and fame.   “The Nephilim (fallen ones, giant, hero) were on the earth in those days-- and also afterward-- when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.  5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time” (Genesis 6:4-5).  However, God’s chosen people should focus on the important task entrusted to them by God.  Such a missionary lifestyle that is called out by the gospel may looks so alienated and foolish to the eyes of the people in the world, yet it is, in fact, the most blessed and worthy lifestyle in God’s eyes. Only God’s chosen people can fulfill this divine task by His grace and power.  Why today do we gather in the community of the gospel? We are given the same mission. By proclaiming the message of His amazing salvation, His people are spiritually raised from the dead, His faithful servants are raised, and His kingdom is prepared to come in the last day. God will bring His perfect salvation to His people as well as a harsh judgment to His opponents.  As we are living more faithfully in God’s promise and command, the sins of those who do not believe and even persecute Christ’s people will be more clearly exposed to the world. Our evangelism is aimed at not only bringing Gods’ salvation but also His judgment upon the wicked ones.  God condemns the evil ones through the mouth of His evangelists during their evangelism and testimony.  All the wicked words and behavior are being recorded in the book of judgment now and will finally be condemned before the throne of God without any mercy when Christ returns (see Rev. 20;11-15). 

How did ‘faith’ lead the life of Abraham?  
God called him to go to a place where he would receive his inheritance, yet he had to live in the promised land as an alien.  For over three generations, he and his descendants had to live in a tent in the wilderness.  In the beginning when he was called, he received a great promise that he and his nation would be a source of blessing (Gen. 12:1-3).  However, the actual reality was quite the opposite from his expectation. God’s promise was undoubtedly true, but His chosen generations had to first realize the true nature of sin in themselves while living in the wilderness. Finally, in the age of Jacob, the third generation, the reality of their deep darkness hidden inside of God’s chosen people was exposed and as a result, Jacob became the new creation upon whom God could truly place His blessings according to His intended promise (Gen. 32).  ‘Faith’ first led His chosen people to suffer in the wilderness to fulfill His divine promise made to them.  ‘Faith’ had to expose their darkness in detail over a long period of time so that they could finally give birth to the one whom God had to truly bless. That was Joseph who was born in the fourth generation. Joseph symbolizes Christ because he played a role of sharing the bread of truth in the world of darkness.  Joseph finally became a prime minister of Egypt by God’s amazing grace and power after his long sufferings in a foreign land. During the great famine in the land of Egypt, He was the only solution to those who were dying by hunger and thirst.   This is the work of ‘faith’ that transforms a sinner to a source of blessing for all.  Over three generations (symbolizing ‘three days’ after Jesus’ burial), ‘faith’ completely put the sinner’s sins to death through the death of Christ. And then, by the power of the resurrection, ‘faith’ established the dead as living ones who could share the true life of God. ‘Faith’ works in the same way in the life of God’s saints today.  We are also called to reveal the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection. All the sufferings and hardships are not coincident in the life of God’s saints. Our sufferings are a tool to give birth to a great spiritual servant of God like Joseph.  Out of our realizing our deep darkness, the living message of God’s light is brought forth through our mouth.  So, all of our service in the church has a clear mission. Our hard labors in faith are to give birth to faithful generations in the gospel so that they may continue to carry on God’s redemptive plan in our human history.  Let us fight against the darkness within us and support one another to establish each other as true servant of the gospel. 

How did ‘faith’ lead the life of Sara? 
Sara was barren. She was getting too old to bear a child. However, from a spiritual perspective, ‘faith’ caused her womb to be shut down on purpose until God’s appointed time (‘kairos’) when she finally bore the promised child by the power of the Holy Spirit. ‘Faith’ put a God’s chosen woman into the suffering of barrenness and made her completely surrender before God. She had to give up all of her worldly wishes and hopes for the fulfillment of God’s mission predestined for her life.  When Abraham finally understood God’s faithfulness (‘faith’ that leads one to Gods’ perfect promise), God opened her womb to bear His promised seed. That was the predestined time when God’s heavenly will was established on earth. God’s appointed time is, in fact, the time of Christ’s death and resurrection.  Faith leads us to unite with God’s appointed time when His heavenly will is understood and His promised work is manifested. Unless we go through the path of the cross, God’s will can’t be perceived by our eyes and His work can’t be carried on in our life. God’s promised seed is born when our lustful desire of good and evil is completely nailed down on the cross. For that reason, Faith’ drives all of God’s saints to the timetable of Christ’s death and resurrection and makes them experience the power of the resurrection over death. So, by faith, we are led to dwell in the heavenly timetable and empowered to overcome the earthly timetable in which everyone is bound to darkness. God’s promised descendants are born when we faithfully receive the guidance of ‘faith.’ 

‘Faith’ that causes us to desire a better country
‘Faith’ testifies that God’s chosen saints are called to live as ‘aliens’ and ‘foreigners’ on earth. It is because there is a real hometown where they must go back to when their mission is over on earth.  Like the ‘Parable of the Prodigal Son’, we just temporarily leave from the house of our father and are living now in the foreign land to find out the important truth (see Luke 15:11-32).   We consider that our hometown is where we are born and grew up, yet when ‘faith’ enters, our eyes are opened to see the true reality.  We realize that we have been stuck in a pigpen (symbolizing the world of darkness) and have eaten the pods (symbolizing perishable fruits from the ground) that pigs eat until we decay on earth. ‘Faith’ strikes His people to the state of hunger and thirst so that they may desperately begin to look for the bread of life that is abundantly stored in the house of their Father in heaven. 
In this manner, saints are continually led by faith to realize the reality of sin and the nature of God’s perfect righteousness on earth.   Now they have a mission to testify to the bread of truth to the world until their return to  ‘a better country’ in heaven.

Conclusion
‘Faith’ is the best gift and blessing given to the chosen people of God. ‘Faith’ becomes a main subject of our life which brings us into the light of Christ out of the darkness in the world. ‘Faith’ strengthens the assurance of our salvation and motivates us to confidently testify about God’s salvation and judgment to the world. ‘Faith’ keeps leading God’s people to live a life of barrenness in a tent in the wilderness until they bear the seed of Christ. God’s descendants are finally born when they truly realize that they are united with Christ’s death and resurrection.  We are all called to witness to the mystery of Christ with our mouth and to our union with the living Christ through our lifestyle in the gospel.  When ‘faith’ becomes mature, we gain more confidence about our amazing status and power given through Christ.  We don’t belong to this world of darkness. We are aliens in this world who must go back to our hometown in heaven someday after our mission on earth is completed. Let us clearly understand our divine task entrusted to us by God. After all, who is the subject of ‘faith’? It is Christ Jesus. “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider(Christ) is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war” (Revelation 19:11).
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