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“For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

Intro
What is the most important message that we have to keep our eyes on in the bible? For what reason does the bible record so many people, events, and lessons? It is to tell us about God’s righteousness. The ‘righteousness’ of God is only defined by His own method. Its idea is completely different from the human view which is based on their lustful knowledge and judgment of good and evil.  Men are totally depraved, so they can’t understand or experience God’s holy righteousness unless God Himself reveals it to them. 

The ‘righteousness of God’ which had been revealed progressively in the Old Testament was fully exposed in the New Testament through Christ at God’s appointed time. As a result, the righteous men of God who realized the true reality of His righteousness began to appear on earth like many stars in the sky. They are the ‘churches’ who have to live in the ‘end time’ in order to shine the light of Christ upon the world by preaching and teaching God’s perfect righteousness.  “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past,  26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—“ (Romans 16:25-26). 

What is God’s righteousness?  It is for God’s chosen people to become Christ’s mate by His sovereign work.  They used to sit in darkness, but now they gain a relationship with the life of heaven through their union with Christ.  This is the fundamental purpose of God’s creation and the final destiny of the world.  For this purpose, God’s righteousness invades the life of the unrighteous who are sitting on darkness and begins to reveal the mystery of Christ in various ways until His chosen people fully gain it.  God makes this happen by giving His people ‘faith.’  When ‘faith’ is given to the heart of totally depraved man, he finally begins to truly realize his unrighteous nature. In addition, he is led to walk in the wilderness to continually gain God’s perfect righteousness out of his darkness.  When one’s ‘faith’ is strengthened, one realizes more freedom from his old being and desires to live as the new creation destined by God. He naturally puts more effort toward following God’s divine calling in Christ. He gains God’s compassion to bring others from darkness into the same light where he stands now by bearing witness to the work of God’s righteousness. “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). 

What is the reason that the news of the gospel is so amazing and wonderful? In the Old Testament, God’s righteousness was revealed in a limited way to a certain person, tribe, and nation progressively and secretly. The chosen people had to walk through a long process to gain the mystery of Christ. They greatly suffered deeply realizing the nature of their wicked unrighteousness over a long period of time (e.g. Abram, Isaac, and Jacob). In spite of endlessly bearing their wicked unrighteous living in God’s eyes, God never gives up His predestined plan set upon His own people. His persistent love and unconditional grace keep leading His people to pass through the wilderness until they fully gain understanding of the reality of His perfect righteousness revealed through Christ.  

Let us look at the New Testament. The reality of ‘faith’ finally appeared at God’s appointed time.  That reality is Christ Jesus. He came and fully exposed all the deep darkness hidden inside of man.  He paid the penalty of all the wicked unrighteousness of God’s people on the cross by putting Himself to death, ‘once for all’ (no more sacrifice, no more association with sin). Then, He was resurrected and began to pour out the promised Holy Spirit upon those who were elected to believe.  Upon every nation, the work of His salvation began to spread.  When the message of the gospel is preached, ‘faith’ enters the hearts of His chosen people and regenerates their souls. As a result, they first begin to realize their wicked unrighteousness and deeply repent.  Unlike the way of His people in the Old Testament, the power of the Holy Spirit regenerates our souls and makes us know about our new image. We already became the new creation in Christ. Not only that, the promised Holy Spirit begins to guide our journey to live in that way until we reach our final destiny. The Holy Spirit is in us and with us all the time. That is called the blessing of ‘Immanuel.’  When sanctification truly occurs in our life, we keep being shocked at our amazing status and authority that are already established by the work of Christ. God’s righteousness enables us to too easily rule over the power of darkness that used to dominate over us. Like the ‘Parable of the Lost Son,’ we are recreated as sons whom God pleases the most. When the lost son returns to his Father after realizing his unrighteousness, the father immediately embraces him in His arms, not giving him any chance to excuse his sin, and makes him born again by putting on him the new garment of Christ.  This shows how God’s righteousness works over our unrighteousness.  He predestines, determines, initiates, and completes His perfect plan of salvation for us according to His own way.  “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love  5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--  6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves” (Ephesians 1:4-6).

Human Unrighteousness
In order to correctly understand about God’s righteousness, we need to first find out the nature of our unrighteousness deeply hidden in our inner beings. The darkness of this ‘unrighteousness’ is too well concealed to be recognized. Also this wicked nature tempts us to imitate God’s righteousness externally, so without the work of ‘faith’ enforced by the Holy Spirit in us, we can hardly comprehend it. 

What is this human unrighteousness with which the bible fundamentally deals? It began in the Garden of Eden. By Satan’s deception, Adam ate the forbidden fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  We shouldn’t take this account too lightly. Every problem of man’s mental and physical sufferings and hardship comes from this spiritual cause. 
Ultimately, the forbidden fruit causes men to murder Jesus Christ.  After Adam was deceived by the lie of Satan, his nature was bound to the lustful desire of good and evil.  This evil nature causes all mankind to become liars in God’s eyes. God’s saints must keep discerning this wicked nature that is still working inside their minds and continue their strong spiritual fight in Christ.  The ‘lie’ that the bible tries to expose is much wickeder that the ‘lie’ that is defined by man.  Without God’s grace, man can’t truly recognize the nature of their ‘lies’ exercised based on their lustful knowledge of good and evil. This ‘lie’ is unforgivable sin. No matter how well man tries his best, it won’t go away. It is the wickedest unrighteous nature with which only God can deal. 

Every man is caught by their own false knowledge and conviction that every problem can be solved by their own strength. So they have to skillfully hide their spiritual problems. In fact, they can’t realize and admit their spiritual problems. They are invisible emptiness, chaos, and darkness. The largest problem is that when they become religious, the wicked nature of their unrighteousness causes them to imitate God’s righteousness according to their lustful way (e.g. Pharisees, ‘antichrists’).  “You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  35 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him” (Matthew 12:34-35).  Jesus didn’t talk about human ethics here. The Pharisees indeed lived very godly lives but it was only an external practice. They deeply hid their wicked unrighteousness and tried to elevate their righteousness by critically judging other’s sins randomly using the law of God (Romans 3:13  "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their lips."). Why is this the most serious spiritual problem of all? This spiritual problem keeps causing more separation of people from God and eventually causes one to commit a crime of murdering God.  Of course, God’s saints are ‘already’ set free from this wicked unrighteousness, but during the process of our sanctification, we will often see our old nature actively operating in our word and behavior.  We have to see here God’s clear messages. We must fight well with our ‘unrighteousness’ with the power of God’s perfect righteousness already in us. That is how we spiritually grow up as mature servants of God who can clearly display God’s perfect righteousness by our living in Christ. 

Let us keep discerning man’s spiritual condition and help others with a merciful and contrite heart during our evangelism.  Mankind can never come out of the three fundamental problems on their own. As a result, they have to daily live as wicked criminals in God’s eyes until their death and then will be thrown into the lake of fire. What are the fundamental problems? First, they are spiritual orphans who are spiritual separated from God. Second, they have to always judge and condemn each other in their bondage to the lustful knowledge of good and evil. Third, they are slaves of Satan who have to always keep lying in opposition to God. That is why the bible says that man is dead in sin and transgression.  Man became completely spiritually blind and deaf an can never realize God’s righteousness.  They have to either deceive or be deceived in relationship with others. As a result, their souls become more rotten every day, always suffering mentally and physically in the present, and ending up in the fire of hell after their death. “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3). 

What is God’s amazing and marvelous grace? God came down and revealed the reality of His perfect righteousness to His own people who sit in deep darkness.  When the grace of Christ deeply covers our unrighteousness, we can truly realize how the nature of our unrighteousness deceitfully plays a role inside of us. ‘Faith’ continues to lead us into deep repentance and plants full trust in us to rely upon God’s perfect righteousness. ‘Faith’ transforms our souls every day by exchanging our unrighteousness with God’s righteousness in our every word and deed.  We will enjoy true freedom and power in the gospel every day by seeing that the ‘the gates of Hades’ are not overcoming us. because ‘lies’ cannot hide from us anymore.  

Conclusion
Let us deeply meditate upon God’s righteousness which perfectly covers our unrighteous and the way of His righteous work which makes us live by faith in Christ.  The grace of the Holy Spirit touches and transforms our souls every day. We might ask God, “Why am I having so much trouble? Why don’t you help us?” It seems that God is too silent on our matters. But that is the right starting point for our prayer. We must seek God’s very important messages behind our troubles.  It isn’t enough to just realize God’s righteousness in our head.  He wants us to experience His righteousness to the fullest measure, especially in the midst of our troubles.   God’s plan for His people is very clear. It is to clearly realize the nature of our unrighteousness and boldly bear witness to God’s righteousness alone in the world.  Let us continue to grow up as servants of Christ who can confidently preach and teach the core message of the gospel.  “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.  2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:1-2). 
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