Title: “The Father’s Love and Passion to Find His Lost Son”
Text: Luke 15:11-24

11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons.  12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'  20 So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.  24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.

Intro

We all have experienced a ‘loss’ during our life.  We have an experience of losing our beloved family members, and friends. Sometimes, we have lost our health, wealth, jobs, reputation, etc.  Above all, we have an experience of losing our identity and thus greatly wandered to find out who we are and for what we should live.  Experiencing a ‘loss’ is a very painful and fearful moment. It gives us deep scars on our hearts and might even cause mental and physical sufferings later. 

God’s saints should wisely discern and identify the reasons of their ‘loss’ and discover God’s specific messages out of them.  Today’s text is a very famous story, ‘The Parable of the Prodigal Son.’ People usually put more weight on the sons’ important responsibility of repenting his sin committed aganist his father.  However, if we carefully look at the whole context of its message, the passage eventually puts more emphasis on the father’s passionate and consistent love toward his son.  To come to the conclusion, ‘repentance’ can’t be done by our human effort alone because we are totally depraved beings.  ‘Repentance’ begins with our Father who is in heaven as He continues to seek, find, and embrace sinners into His arms.  As a result of the Father’s persistent and unconditional love, the direction of our lost life can be turned around, and now we can start anew by walking with Him together every day in full trust. That is the true fruit that comes from ‘repentance.’ 

Context and background. 

We must find out our Father’s amazing love that seeks His lost son in the whole context of the passages in chapter 15.  There are two audiences addressed by this  parable. The message was delivered to ‘all the tax collectors and sinners’ and ‘the Pharisees and the teacher of the law’ (vv.1-2).  The Pharisees and the teachers of the law grumbled against Jesus who was eating with sinners.  According to the law, they were sinners whose sins couldn’t be forgiven. They should be condemned to death when compared to the Pharisees and the teacher of the law who tried hard to keep the law as perfectly as they could. In other words, they were ‘lost’ ones who had greatly suffered from their bondage to their deep darkness. Of course, the Pharisees and teachers of the law had the same spiritual problems, yet their darkness was completely covered by their false righteousness. They were so proud of their religious life believing that they need ‘no repentance’ (v.7). 

At the moment, Jesus gives them three parables in a row.  The first one is ‘the Parable of the Lost Sheep.’ The second one is ‘the Parable of the Silver Coin.’ The last one is ‘the Parable of the Lost Son.’ They are all inter-related delivering one same message (see v.8 – ‘or’, v.10 – ‘in this manner,’ v.11 – ‘and’).  The three parables give us a fundamental solution about the spiritual problem of one’s precious things that are ‘lost’ in a progressive manner.

In the first parable, a shepherd goes out to seek and find his ‘lost’ sheep, one out of the ninety-nine. After he found it, he brings it home by laying it on his shoulders and hosts a celebration party for it. Then, the parable ends with Jesus’ saying, “in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent” (Luke 15:7).  We can see here that ‘repentance’ is defined by an act of the shepherd who actively seeks and finds his lost sheep. The ‘lost’ sheep didn’t do anything.  Every act necessary for ‘repentance’ was performed by the shepherd alone. The shepherd rejoices and celebrates for his own acts that caused a repentance of the sheep.  The ‘repentance’ of the ‘lost’ sheep was made possible by the shepherd’s own determination and action regardless of the ‘lost’ one. This reveals the amazing grace of God that works for our salvation.  

Let us look at the second parable. There were ten silver coins, but one was lost. Then, a woman diligently keeps searching for the ‘lost’ one until she finds it.  After she found it, she also hosts a great celebration party with her friends and neighbors. Jesus also concludes his message in the same way as the first one. “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (v.10). The second parable delivers the first message more emphatically.  The ‘lost’ coin also didn’t make any contribution with regard to ‘repentance.’  Its return was possible only by the owner’s great passion and effort.  The little difference between the two parables is about the numbers among which God is searching for the ‘lost’ one.  Now the ‘lost’ one is found over nine silver coins.

The third parable is very descriptive. Here appears the ‘father’ who desperately seeks for the return of his ‘lost’ son.  The reason the son is‘lost’ is very concretely described. What was the reason for him being ‘lost?’ One day, the second son asked his father to give him the share of his father’s estate. Then, he “set off a distant (‘makro’: very far, symbolizing man’s sinful condition as the result of separation from God) county’ with his shared portion. There, there he “squandered (‘diskorpizo’: scatter, waste – symbolizing a sinner’s lifestyle by fulfilling his selfish desire with God’s shared estate) his wealth in wild living” (v.13).  Soon, a ‘severe famine’ arose and “he began to be in want” (v.14).  During his poverty, he had to eat ‘pods’ which pigs (most contemptible word for Jews, a sinful condition that is incurable) were eating to fulfill his hunger. Then, the son began to think about his father’s ‘bread’(‘artos’: symbolizing the bread of truth) in his house.  He began to find his deep darkness in which he dies (‘apolumi’: to disappear, to be destroyed) with hunger from missing the bread of his father. Having thought of it, he made a resolution. He confessed, “I will set out(‘anistemi’: to rise above, symbolizing ‘resurrection’) and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you” (v.18).  This is the heart of true repentance.  A spiritual transformation took place inside of his heart. He realized the cause of his spiritual deep darkness and missed the grace and love of his father who used to feed him with the breath of truth. To realize his own deep darkness is to be united with light.  We don’t sin only against the father but also against ‘heaven’ where God dwells. It is like David’s confession. Psalm 51:4-5  4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Psalm 51:9-11    10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.

What did the son realize through the experience of his ‘loss?’ First, he found the fundamental problem that he has no choice but to live a very dissolute life when he is apart from his father.  Therefore, he deeply realizes that the fundamental solution for his spiritual problem is only to return the house of his father. In this parable, the son made a decision to return. It seems that the solution of repentance relies upon the son. But when we find the fundamental cause of his ‘repentance’ in relationship with the first and the second parable, his father is actually the one who has the key to his return. The grace given to him by God by which the son looked for the bread of his father caused him to come back home.  “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:3-5).

It is very painful for us to experience a ‘loss’ in the flesh, yet from a spiritual perspective, there is always God’s hidden messages behind our loss.  The father allowed his son who left him to live in a dissolute life and suffer poverty so that the son would desperately look for the breath of truth. The Holy Spirit ultimately guided him to seek and find the fundamental solution.  In the same way, during our experiencing ‘loss,’ we must find God’s ultimate message that He wants to give us salvation and restoration by have us gaining the bread of truth. That realization lead us to repent our sin and return to our Father.  There is no other way to solve our spiritual problem except returning to our Father.

[bookmark: _GoBack]When his father saw him returning, how did he immediately respond? "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him” (v.20).  He was not surprised at his return as if his appearance was unexpected. He already knew he was coming back and so he waited for the right moment to see him again. “While he was still a long way off (‘makron’: - the same word in verse 13), his father ran to his son as soon as he saw him.  How far did he set off while waiting for his son?  How and when did his father know about his son’s returning?  “When all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose, you shall read this law before them in their hearing.  12 Assemble the people-- men, women and children, and the aliens living in your towns-- so they can listen and learn to fear the LORD your God and follow carefully all the words of this law.  13 Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear the LORD your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess” (Deuteronomy 31:11-13).  The father, in fact, has seen his lost son from the very beginning. He has seen his son’s wandering and suffering in deep darkness every moment.  His son must have passed through his deep darkness in order to come into the light of his father as a new being who solely depends upon him. Therefore, his father has waited for the day of his son’s repentance in patience.

In addition, look at the expression of his father who threw his arms around his son and kissed him.  It shows the father’s unconditional love and grace toward his son who greatly suffered from his being lost.  The son represents ‘the tax collectors and sinners.’ Jesus was giving them a very clear message. They should come quickly to their God the Father and be enfolded in His arms because He has compassionately sought His lost ones to save them from their sins.  “The Daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut in a field of melons, like a city under siege” (Isaiah 1:8).  “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3).

Obviously the son feels so shamed and unworthy before his father. He will have no regret even if he can just live as one of his father’s hired men.  He has truly repented of his sin. However, like Adam, he holds deep fear of and shame toward his father. Adam hid himself behind the tree of the knowledge of good and evil out of fear. But God clothed him with garments of skin. Likewise, the father put ‘the best robe’ on his son and even more, “put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.” There is no word of rebuke or condemnation at all for his son.  What the father wants now is to have a big feast and celebrate for his son’s return. Officially, he makes his son a new creation before all people.  The father doesn’t give his son any chance to make excuses or feel sorry for what he had done to him. He just quickly covered all of his son’s sin with His agape love and grace and boldly proclaimed that the ‘lost’ one now became his perfect son before many witnesses.  It is because the son became a new being who has no more association with sin through the power of the cross. This is the way of repentance that our God the Father leads His sons to experience. Our Father knows all of our deep darkness and has seen all of our wrongdoings from the beginning.  Nonetheless, He is the all-powerful God the Father who can recreate us as His perfect sons through the blood of Christ.

The father is surely rejoicing for his son’s return. It is very surprising to see how wholeheartedly he treats his son who greatly sinned against him. What is the reason? The father says, “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” (v.24). From the father’s perspective, the son was made alive from the dead.  The father already saw that his son went through the deep darkness during which he saw himself dead in sin, but later realized the absolute need of light. The son clearly realized that his father’s bread is the only way for him to live again.  Therefore, the son was ‘dead and is alive again.’. When the Lord’s grace comes upon our sufferings and hardships that drive us to death, all of our problems become a source of blessing for us to gain the reality of true light. There is a ‘time’ (Kairos – God’s appointed time) of suffering that God allows to happen in the life of His saints.  We feel ‘lost’ at the moment, yet it is God’s divine sign and invitation for us to come closer to Him and learn His comfort, wisdom, and knowledge.

Conclusion

The father has, in fact, never lost his son. He allowed his son’s being lost for a moment in his life. In that way, his son can go through his deep darkness and come to God’s light.  Until his sons realize the true reality of their being in ‘wild living’ and seek the bread of truth, God allows them to live according to their own lustful ways.  God leads them to a place of ‘famine’ where his sons have to seek for the bread of truth out of their sufferings and hardships.  In the same way, let us find God’s message during the time of our troubles. We must find God’s invitation in the midst of our experiencing being ‘lost.’  This parable is the message of the invitation of God’s salvation to nonbelievers, but also it is the message about God’s calling for his union with believers whose faith is weak.  Again, our Father never lost us even once. He has been with us from the beginning. Let us go back into the arms of our Father. Let us start a new life in His love and grace.
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