Title: “The Sin That Can Never Be Forgiven”
Text: Heb. 10:26-29 (#23)

Hebrews 10:26-29  26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,  27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.  28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

Summary from last sermon (#22)

[bookmark: _GoBack]A saint’s worship is to stand on the same side of God as Jesus, to affirm the true reality that was already accomplished by Christ, and to have an intimate conversation with God, as with a Father and son.  A saint’s fellowship is also to communicate with others in one voice, the voice of truth based on the same spiritual perspective renewed in us by Christ.  We have to carefully discern our living in ‘the end time’ which resulted by Jesus’ fulfilling his task on the cross.  We became ones who live without any association with sin. God’s amazing promises were given to us who live in ‘the end time.’ Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Saints will ‘prophesy’ (proclaim the reality of His light), see a ‘vision’(reveal His hidden will), and dream a ‘dream’(completely uniting with Christ through our self-denial).  By continuing to enjoy this mystery of worship and fellowship in Christ, we proclaim to the world that ‘the end time’ is already present in our days. Also, we should firmly take hold of our hope for the visible day of the end time which we believe is coming soon.   We bear our labors and sufferings for these reasons.  “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you” (1 Thessalonians 1:3-4). 

What is the ‘confidence’ that we gain through our worship and fellowship?  We continue to gain the spiritual reality that God has promised to us more realistically as we deeply enjoy our worship and fellowship in Christ.  The attitude of having ‘confidence’ before God is to reveal ourselves genuinely before Him without hiding anything. It is because we know that the more we reveal our deep darkness, the more we experience God’s transforming our darkness into light.  We begin to realize that our darkness become a means of grace to gain the true reality of God’s light. We see by faith that our darkness is already united with light, and even more, it is ready to be used to reveal God’s ‘good’ work.  That is the true blessing, true rest, and true peace that we can only experience in Christ.  Our eyes are open and see the amazing reality of Christ’s work done for us; We are in Christ, and Christ is in us. Our new status and new authority are found through continuing to realize our perfect union with Christ. “All of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:21-23).  Christ’s genuine love demonstrated on the cross makes us be confident and honest before God. 

When we gather together knowing this amazing mystery of the gospel and pray together in one agreement, great miracles happen.  ‘One agreement’ means a condition where each individual is not bound to his own lustful judgment of good and evil but embraces the others with the truthful heart of Christ.  Christ’s will be more clearly revealed to us and the work of the Holy Spirit will be more powerfully present among us when we pray in that way.  To do so, each saint must put more effort to hear the word of truth and engage in a spiritual fight against his own darkness during the worship service and fellowship. ‘Self-denial’ is the most important key to the way of experiencing our true revival and restoration in Christ.  Let us gather our hearts and pray together for that to happen. Our spiritual worship and fellowship will bring great impact upon our loved ones, families and neighbors. 


The last of those who keep sinning after they received the knowledge of the truth (vv.26-29)
While having such wonderful worship and fellowship by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can see the evil works that rise to oppose the work of the gospel inside the church.  There are groups that have always arisen to hinder the work of Christ in the church.  They are like ‘goats’ and ‘anti-Christs’ working actively inside the church in the end time. What is their wickedest sin before God’s eyes? They ‘deliberately’(willfully, voluntarily) keep opposing “the knowledge of the truth.”  What is ‘the knowledge of the truth?’  It is ‘Christ’s superiority.’  He came as the high priest and gave Himself as atonement for our sin ‘once for all. As a result, all the repetitive sacrifices were stopped for us, sin had no more association with us, and ‘the end time’ began in our life.  He fully exposed our deep desire of good and evil that is strongly bound to the law, completely covered it by His blood, and perfectly united us with God’s light so that we could enter the second tabernacle in which deep intimacy with our Father can be freely enjoyed. How amazingly is this knowledge of the truth fully revealed to us now?  We can come to realize this blessing especially during our worship and fellowship by God’s grace. However, there is a group of Satan followers who disrupt and oppose our worship and fellowship with jealousy and hatred.  They are legalistic, mystical, and religious believers. 

Not to everyone is this great mystery of life open. Not everyone coming to church realizes ‘the knowledge of the truth’ because there is no faith of salvation given to them. However, the bigger problem is the evil activity of those who had no true faith from the beginning but have a sort of tasted the power of the gospel along with the true believers during their worship and fellowship.  “It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,  5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age” (Heb. 6:4-5).  They have ‘tasted’ the light and life of the gospel to some decree, and as a result, they look like true believers externally. However, God’s spiritual gifts and power were merely ‘tasted by them. ‘Tasting’ the gospel is a very problematic. It will eventually cause more corruption in one’s spirituality.  Even more, it will make one end up opposing the truth of Christ. The word of truth shouldn’t just be ‘tasted,’ but ‘digested’ inside of us as the bread of life.  Then, the word of truth that is digested in us begins to release us from our bondage to the law of sin and leads us to ‘self-denial’ along with true repentance. When the word of light truly works in us, our hidden darkness is more apparently realized. For this purpose, God endows His spiritual gifts upon His church in various ways and demonstrates His power as well. However, there are false believers who had no interest in truth from the beginning. They are like merchants who only want to fulfill their lustful desire. They think they can sell and buy God’s gifts and power by seeking their own success in the world.  They have tasted a little of the power of the gospel by chance, but act like they know the whole truth of the gospel. “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ.  14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15).  At some stage, they will reveal their true intention.  They eventually oppose ‘the knowledge of the truth’ and persecute true believers even to death.  The believers of the Hebrews greatly suffered from those followers of Satan. However, those sufferings and persecutions make our gospel more authentic in our life and furthermore, separate the real and the false. "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again.  9 I know your afflictions and your poverty-- yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan” (Revelation 2:8-9).  When the gospel does not work truthfully among us, we don’t know who are the followers of Satan. We will probably mix our faith with them without discernment.  When the light of the gospel shines more strongly, there are people who truly respond to the light with deep repentance whereas there are people like wolves who disguise their darkness by wearing a lamb’s skin.  As time passes by, the separation between us will be displayed more clearly. It is why our worship and fellowship where a strong gospel message is seriously preached and taught is so important. 

Many people are separated for many reasons. Also they reconcile and untie again. Their union and separation are based on their lustful desire and judgment of good and evil. However, the gospel is completely different for them. The gospel transfers us from the old to the new, from darkness to light, and then puts a chasm (see Heb.9:28 – make no longer association between them) between them so that we can never go back to the old stage again. In the same way, this separation takes place between us and our relationship with others. The gospel separates people more apparently between truth and untruth. The gospel makes them never be united again.  The gospel splits into two, life and death, or blessing and curse.  “When the LORD your God has brought you into the land you are entering to possess, you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim(blessing) the blessings, and on Mount Ebal(curse) the curses” (Deuteronomy 11:29).  When the people of Israel entered the land of Canaan (symbolizing our life on earth where Gods’ kingdom is present), they stood on the top of each mountain facing against each other and proclaimed the message of God’s blessing and cursing toward each other. Today it is the same. Our church must know the gospel message more clearly and boldly proclaim the true blessing and cursing of God. When we proclaim the true message of the gospel, those who listen to our message and stand on our side are our true brothers, yet those who can’t understand our gospel message and stand on the other side will be our enemies. "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  35 For I have come to turn (‘dikazo’: cut in two) "'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law--  36 a man's enemies (Satan < ‘ekodo’ : hatred) will be the members of his own household.' (Matthew 10:34-36).  We have to correctly understand this passage. In its context, Jesus tried to point out who would be members of the true family of God. He wasn’t saying that we should consider our family members who do not understand the gospel or persecute us as our enemies (‘We should love your enemy’ –  see Matt.5:44).  If one doesn’t know the gospel, he or she will naturally stand on the side of Satan who hates ‘the knowledge of the truth.’  We simply consider the people whom we love as our friends or the people whom we hate as our enemies. But the gospel doesn’t separate people according to our way. Only by ‘the knowledge of the truth’ of the gospel, does the real separation occur between God’s side and Satan’s side ( See Luke 11:8 -  “I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend (‘philos’ – ones whom I love in the flesh) yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs).  Truth is not gained through our human love. The bread of life is given to one who has ‘boldness’ as he attentively hears and deeply realizes the word of God’s promise for his salvation. Once, he realizes ‘the knowledge of the truth’ by God’s grace, he will stand on our side and become our true friend. 

What is the God’s warning to those who oppose ‘the knowledge of the truth?’ “No sacrifice for sins is left,  27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God”(vv.26-27).  Their sins that oppose the knowledge of the truth can never be redeemed. Christ Jesus said in this way too.  “And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy (false rumor, to injure truth) against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come” (Matthew 12:31-32).  Any wicked man on earth can be saved by God’s grace if God is willing. No one understood truth from his birth and has naturally stood on the opposite side of God which will cause them to crucify Jesus.  So, God sent Jesus to redeem our sins and destroyed the work of the devil. He cleansed us and filled our hearts with the pure knowledge of His truth by the power of the Holy Spirit. However, those who twist and injure Gods’ truth with their own words based on their lustful desire of good and evil, their sin wont’ be forgiven ever. That is the same work as that of the devil standing on the opposite side of God.  There isn’t any more sacrifice left for them. It means Christ’s sacrifice is not valid for them.  Christ didn’t die to redeem that sin. Of course, during our Christian living, we keep being bound to the law of sin. But it will cause us to grow into more maturity in faith because the Holy Spirit will lead us into deeper repentance in God’s grace.  Through our mistakes and sins, we will confirm once again our complete forgiveness made through Christ’s sacrifice made ‘once for all’ and dedicate our faith to God more strongly than before so that the power of darkness can’t rule over us in the same way.  We can’t deceive God. We can’t compromise our sins before His light. During our sanctification, if we continue to justify and cover up our darkness, it proves that we were not saved from the beginning. Our lies will bring damage to ‘the knowledge of the truth.’  That is the same as the work of the devil which can’t be forgiven by God.  It also reveals that the word of God was merely tasted and never taken as the bread of life from the beginning.  The bread of God’s truth is sweet in the beginning. But when it is digested, it becomes bitter. It is because the bread continues to lead us more into the place of ‘self-denial’ as much as we digest it deeply inside of us. “I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour(‘pikraino’: to render angry < ‘pegnumi’: to set up a tent) ” (Revelation 10:10).  The message of the gospel enters our hearts and sets up a tent of God where the Holy Spirit dwells. Then, He begins to break down our earthly foundation that has been built according to our lustful desire and ambition in order to establish the new foundation of Christ.  During the process of ‘self-denial’, we will be confused, discouraged, and even angry sometimes. But that testifies to the true work of Christ by which we ultimately find true freedom, rest, and peace. Why is the word of God’s truth tasted sweetly in the beginning?  The word of God is the word of the covenant. When we see the final destination of God’s covenantal word, we gain great hope and power. But, the process to reach our final destination is getting bitterer and bitterer. Without remaining in God’s grace who makes ones keep realizing the mysterious work of the gospel, his journey will end up with him just ‘tasting’ ‘the knowledge of the truth.’  Then, he is not one who had true faith in the gospel from the beginning.  “They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us”( 1 John 2:19). 

Conclusion
God’s saints became ones who have no association with sin through the blood of Jesus Christ.  As a result, we begin to love to know truth and worship in truth.  ‘The knowledge of the truth’ prevails over us every day. All of our sins are forgiven and sent away from us, so we desperately long for the bread of truth more every day. We want to work hard to live our life in truth for the sake of other’s salvation. There are still many people who wait to hear the message of the gospel from us. The people who stand on the side of Satan will continue to rise up in order to resist and disrupt our works in the gospel.  They are the sinners who can never receive God’s forgiveness but will be judged eternally by His wrath. Let us continue to preach the gospel to the world faithfully and wisely in the midst of our fights against those who hate ‘the knowledge of the truth.’ 
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