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Hebrews 9:23-28  23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.  25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own.  26 Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.  27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,  28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

Summary from last sermon (#20)

People naturally fear of blood. When we bleed a lot, we immediately feel a threat to our life because blood symbolizes life. Adam and Eve were kicked out of the Garden of Eden after the Fall. God cursed man to eat fruits from the ground through his own labor and woman to give birth in pain. The first son they begot was Cain. What kind of fruit did he bear? He always offered a legalistic sacrifice that pleased his own eyes before God. Yet when God favored his brother’s sacrifice, the sacrifice based on God’s grace, he began to hate and finally killed his brother in anger.  Cain was apart from God’s grace. In his blood, a cruel anger of murder was deeply hidden. He couldn’t realize the perfect good work that God desired, but always was seized by his own good works based on his lustful desire.  “Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right(‘yatab’: symbolizing our beings are established as God’s temple), will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin(‘chatta’ – symbolizing missing a mark, or cleansing: two contrast concepts: no union between darkness and light) is crouching at your door; it desires(‘teshuwqah’<’shuq’: sin that causes an adultery) to have you, but you must master it."  8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him” (Genesis 4:6-8).  Cain represents all sinful human beings placed under God’s curse. They have a natural inclination to murder others and even God if possible in order to be the most powerful being in the world.  It is no wonder to see that our human history is full of murders. “See how the faithful city has become a harlot! She once was full of justice; righteousness used to dwell in her-- but now murderers!” (Isa. 1:21 – see the whole chapter 1, it exposes the sin of Judah. Israel became like a city of Sodom and Gomorrah by falsely exercising the law of God.  Their city became full of murderers. Today it can happen here in the same way. Through many religious churches that wrongly present the gospel message, our society can fall into deep corruption.

Through the law of God, the sin of mankind was fully exposed. God chose the people of Israel for this purpose. The solution to solve our bondage of sin can’t be found among men. Only through Christ Jesus, God’s Son who came in the flesh but without sin, can our sinful bondage be broken.  Christ shed His blood on the cross to redeem us from the penalty of our sin. “(Christ) who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father” (Galatians 1:4).  Through His atonement on the cross for our sin, we became completely free from the bondage of our sins, which includes our original sin and all the self-committed sin of the past, present, and even future. That is the amazing power of the gospel.  We are still living by the law of sin, yet when we see by faith our new being whose sins were completely washed away, we can use our new authority given by Christ to bind any activity of sin working in us. We will be sanctified everyday by truly realizing that we have no more association with sin (see Heb.9:28, 1 Peter 1:3-4, 1 John 3:2).  “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 

Christ’s Atonement Once for All
We have to pay the price when we commit sin. A penalty is given by law. People execute a certain law that satisfies their lustful judgment. Somehow, people get punished according to the weight of their crime. However, it is a temporary method to restrain the power of sin working in them. Eventually the lustful desire of sin increases because the deep root of sin is still strongly alive inside of them. When man tastes the deep darkness of sin, its temptation becomes greater. They have to fight hard against it; otherwise, they will fall into a deeper level of sin.   All men are slaves of sin. Since people are born with spiritual separation from the life of God, they have no choice but to always serve the law of sin and naturally bear the fruit of death through their lustful desire of good and evil (Rom.7:5,25).  That is why God first gave His law to His own people in order to redeem them from their sins. In the Old Testament, a thousand of animals were sacrificed everyday as sin offerings for the people of Israel. The penalty of sin is death, so by giving animal sacrifices, their sins were forgiven. However, all the earthly offerings were only the shadow of the true offering made in heaven. They were temporarily practiced until the ‘better sacrifice’ (‘kreiton’< ‘kraton’: power, authority) came.  When we give our earthly offerings, it might comfort our hearts at the moment, yet the power of sin is still working and even enforces the same problems to reoccur and make it worse.  Therefore, they have to repeatedly give bigger sacrifices to bring more comfort to themselves. However, we don’t need such repetitive sacrifice anymore because of the ‘better sacrifice’ offered by Christ Himself ‘once for all.’  Christ’s sacrifice is powerful enough for us to stop the power of sin that used to strongly bind us as its slave.  We come to realize that the work of the devil is already destroyed in the life of the saints by Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. The head of the serpent was completely broken down as promised in Genesis 3:15.  “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work” (1 John 3:8).  Through the ‘better sacrifice,’ the repetitive sacrifice was no longer needed.  Furthermore, Christ appeared ‘once for all’(‘hapas’: one time event that deny all) at the end of the ages to do away( ‘athetesis’: sin became powerless, a condition that sin can’t stand inside of me) with sin by the sacrifice of Himself (v.26).  “Once for all’ points out that the sacrifice of Christ was the final sacrifice to stop all the repetitive sacrifices. “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself” (Hebrews 7:27).  “If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sin” (Heb. 10:2). In other words, the people of God in whom the Holy Spirit dwells as the result of Christ’s atonement now have no more association with sin.  God’s people are standing outside the boundary of the power of sin. When we are empowered by the Holy Spirit, we can come to realize this new amazing status and authority by which the ‘gate of Hades’ is gone far away. Now we have no awareness of the sins that used to bind us in darkness because the power of darkness can’t do anything because of the light of Christ in us.  The truth indeed sets us free from all the bondage of sin.

The appearance of Christ at the end of the ages

Christ’s sacrifice was offered at ‘the end of the ages’ because it completely stopped the repetitive sacrifices and recreated God’s people as ones who have no association with sin. The word, ‘the end of the ages’ (‘sunteleia’: stood together and completed) symbolizes the condition where one stood together with someone and finished their task. Christ said on the cross before His death, ‘it is finished’ (John 19:30). At that moment, through His atonement, God recreated His people who have no more association with sin and established them as God’s perfect sons in heaven.  Therefore, when Jesus died, “the earth shook,” “the tombs broke open, and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life” (Matt.27:51-52). They came out of the tombs, went into the city and appeared to many people. What does this incident mean to us? The bible tells us that the moment of our accepting Christ is called, “the first resurrection” because our souls that were dead in sin became alive (Rev.20;6). We will join ‘the second resurrection’ at the end of the world. Our bodies will be transformed into heavenly forms to eternally dwell in God’s kingdom (1 Cor. 15:48-52).  However, the writer of Hebrews also calls the time of Jesus’ death on the cross ‘the end of the ages’ (‘kairos’: see 1 Peter 1:20, 1 Cor.10:11).  However, from the time of His death until now, it has been more than two thousand years. The end of the ages seems to be too long.  How much longer should we wait for His final return? The end time is the end of the world, but from a spiritual perspective, ‘the end’ time is the time where the power of sin is put to death in the life of God’s saints by the death of Christ. In addition, all the sacrifices practiced by the law were denied and removed from the life of His saint. We are longer bound to the time-table of life that was ruled by the power of darkness in the world. So, we are already living in the end of the ages. By the event of the cross, we are already there together with Christ. When we accepted Christ as our Lord and savior, the time-table of ‘the end time’ began. We still live in the world, yet we don’t belong to the world anymore like we did before. We are given new status and authority from heaven to rule over the darkness of the world.  We might still find our sinful life, yet we can keep proclaim the truth that we have no association with sin and exercise our authority over the power of sin. We will see the power of darkness flee away. To the holy saint of God, the worldly time-table is already finished with regard to sin. Therefore, Paul confessed about himself in the following way; “Known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed;  10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything” (2 Corinthians 6:9-10). “Even in the case of lifeless things that make sounds, such as the flute or harp, how will anyone know what tune is being played unless there is a distinction in the notes?  8 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle?” (1 Corinthians 14:7-8). This is the heavenly perspective of the gospel. The ‘I’ who has lived to satisfy one’s own lustful desire is already dead. The end of the ages already took place.  However, while still living in the worldly time-table of the world, God’s saints have a great mission to do until the end. First, with the life that participated in the first resurrection, we have to keep proclaiming and sharing the message of the gospel with the lost souls.  The rise of more numbers of people being saved in the world points to our worldly time getting closer to the end.  God has already set the right number of His people who will enter His kingdom. They are symbolically ‘144,000’ (12x12x1,000) as shown in the book of Revelation, chapter 7 and 14 . ‘12’ represents the number of Gods’ sons and daughters (12 tribes in the OT, 12 disciples in the NT, and 1,000 is God’s eternal number). We can see every day that the number of God’s salvation increases. All the service and fellowship activities among God’s saints are like a warning sign to the world that ‘the end of the ages’ is coming soon. 

“Christ will appear a second time”
Christ will come back again. That is so certain. Who will recognize Him when He appears and participate in the second resurrection? They are people who “not to bear sin” (v.28). “Not to bear”(‘koris’:separate< ‘kora’<’kasma’: chasm – a gap) means a gulf that enables us not to go back. (see Luke 16:26).  We can’t go back to the old condition where we used to live in sin.  Once we passed over the Red Sea, we can’t go back to Egypt because God filled the road on which we passed through with the water of e sea. Now, we have to absolutely look to and depend upon God for our living. We became the sons and daughters who have to live by God’s grace alone. Christ will show up again to those who have realized this truth and lived in this way.  From a spiritual perspective, the end of the ages already came upon us. But while living in this world, we have a very important mission to finish. It is to preach the gospel and be a witness to God’s judgment to the world until our Lord Jesus comes back.

Conclusion

How blessed is it that we came to know Christ? No one can require any legalistic labor of us and make us do repetitive sacrifices anymore. All the sacrifices were stopped because there is no more sin in us (theoretically). Christ was sacrificed once for all on the cross, completely separating us from sin, and put a ‘chasm’ between us and sin so that we can’t go back to the same place of darkness where we used to sin. From God’s time-table, the end of the ages already came upon us. Now God’s saints must try to live hard the life of salvation until the end of the world during our historical time-table. That is the ‘apocalyptic’ lifestyle entrusted to God’s people.  Although we live in the world, we are no longer bound to the world. The world can’t overcome the faith of God’s saints.  Let us live more faithfully in truth through the guidance and the power of the Holy Spirit every day until Christ comes back. All problems are great opportunities for us to gain the true reality of faith in the gospel. God’s saints are the main characters of His history. God will completely finish all of His predestined works through His people until the end of the ages. 
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