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Ephesians 5:22-33  22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her  26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,  27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church--  30 for we are members of his body.  31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."  32 This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking about Christ and the church.  33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

Intro
There isn’t a more blessed place than family. However, to some people, their families aren’t a happy place in their memories, but only pain and scars remain in their minds. What about your family environment in the past? What kind of blessings and pains do you remember, especially about your father and mother? Inside of our present family circumstances there are some patterns that we have adopted from our past family relationships.  Today’s husbands and wives are probably beneficiaries or victims of their past family experiences.  However, there is a real ‘good news’ that we have found in Christ. The new family order recreated by Him takes effect now in the family of God.  Jesus Christ established His perfect church where He became our head and we became His body.  Today’s text tells us that our Christian family should be formed in the same way.  The church and family represent for each other. Without knowing the mystery of Christ’s church, one can’t establish a true family, and without experiencing the mystery of the gospel in the family, the blessing of the church can’t truly be realized. Our church and family can’t be separated. 

There are many examples and theories about family in the world. However, their ideas and styles are based on self-centered humanism. Spiritually speaking, they are all in the field of darkness that only commits sins against God. In addition, when we look at the trends of this world, all families follow the pattern of the world that fulfills their lustful desires. The true meaning about family, is indeed, being more decayed and perverted. The fundamental cause of all crimes comes from corrupted family issues.

1. The first creation of family
Let us examine how a family was created and fell into sin, but was recreated through Christ in the bible.  The family is God’s creation. “So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh.  22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman', for she was taken out of man."  24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame” (Genesis 2:21-25).  This incident implies the cross of the Christ. After God made Adam as ‘a living being,’ He put him to a deep sleep (symbolizing his death, the time of darkness prevailing at the time of Jesus’ death on the cross, see Gen.15;12). Then, He took one (‘ehad’: union) of the man’s ribs (‘tzela’ – side) and closed up the place with flesh. In other words, a united part was remmoved from his body.  When Christ died, water and blood was shed from his side. As a result, his people could unite with Him and became one united body. The ‘woman’(Ishshaw) symbolizes ‘a being for nothing,’ or ‘a being that will fade away.’ From the beginning, a woman was made as one who cannot truly exist as a being without her husband. Therefore, a woman as a united part of his body must absolutely depend upon her husband in order to be a true being before God.  So, her husband describes her as “bone of my bones (<’etsem’: become strong) and flesh of my flesh(<’basar’: to preach the good news)”(v.23). Her strength only comes from her depending upon her husband(symbolizing Christ). That is the ‘good news’ of the gospel.

What is the most important mission given to a man?  A man(‘eesh’ – not ‘Adam,’ a separate mael) must leave(‘azab’: to forsake, to abandon) his father and mother (symbolizing God’s house, God’s truth) and unite(‘dabaq’: to stick to, to be joined together) with his wife so that they become one flesh. This is exactly the same as the life of the cross. Jesus Christ left God the Father and came to earth as the word of truth. He was forsaken as if a flower falls to the ground and dies. Finally He gave Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of His bride (His church, His people) on the cross. As a result, His bride was perfectly cleansed by His blood and was united with Him as one body through the power of the Holy Spirit. Although the man and his wife were naked, they felt no shame. They were in a sinless condition and perfectly and intimately united with God’s life.  Why did they feel shame after the Fall? It is because sin caused their separation from God and even more, made them stand against God.   Therefore, all of our fear and shame can only be cured by the power of the cross because it brings us to perfect unity with God again.  When we find our real husband and receive His perfect love, all of our darkness inside of us will be cast out (shame, fear, inferiority, jealousy, hatred, etc.)

2. The first family’s failure and corruption
After Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, the perfect peace and order of their family was immediately broken down.  “The man said, "The woman you put here with me-- she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it” (Gen.3:12).  “To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you” (Gen.3:16). Their relationship with God was broken. Their lustful desire prevailed over their minds. Adam began to condemn his wife and even blamed God as the source of his fault. The woman was cursed by God. She must bear pains during her childbearing. She began to have an evil desire (‘teshuwqah’<Shuq: an attitude to run away from her husband) against her husband. God commanded the man to rule over his wife who has a sinful tendency to run away and commit adultery. 

Adam’s spiritual leadership as a husband collapsed through Satan’s deception. Adam was in a condition where he was able to sin using his free will. After he sinned by Satan’s deception, he became a slave of sin. However, God already knew of his fall and prophesied the coming of Christ (Gen.3:15).  “Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come” (Rom.5:14).  The failure of Adam was predestined in order to fulfill God’s covenant concerning the coming of Christ, the second Adam. Only Christ who is sinless can rule over the power of sin. Only by the power of Christ, can the work of darkness reigning over families be cast out.  What is the grace of the gospel? Adam’s failure caused us to realize the absolute necessity of Christ in our life. Any failure that we might have in our families is God’s message for us that we should come to the light of Christ and depend upon the power of His light. Man’s effort to make his family well is important, yet it never works perfectly. Also, he can’t perfectly rule over his wife’s lustful desire which attempts to run away from him. Therefore, the happiness of one’s family by human effort is fake happiness. Even their human works for good are also the work of darkness because their attempts will eventually prevent the work of Christ.  If Christ’s presence isn’t ruling over one’s family, that family eventually fails before God’s eyes,  no matter how good or bad they look to man’s eyes. 

3. The work of darkness reigning over a family

Let us carefully examine how the darkness works in our families. To reveal the deep darkness inside of man, God gave the law through Moses with regard to family. Instead of trying to keep the law truthfully, they misused God’s law to take an advantage of his wives. “If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house” (Deut.24:1). In its context, man’s legal responsibility is first to bring happiness to his wife when they married (v.5).  However, even after diligently serving his wife in such a way, when she still finds no favor(‘hen’: grace) in his eyes because he has found some indecency(‘evah’: nakedness – a sinful nature of man who rejects God’s grace) in her,  then, he can write her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house (see NAS, KJV version).  Man should clearly understand the real intention of God from the law. The purpose of the law is to keep their marriage living in God’s grace. However, the men of Israel tried to justify their lustful desire by deceitfully using the law. With all kind of reasons, they broke their marriages and expelled their wives from their houses. When Jesus came, He accused them of their wicked behaviors done to their wives.  “So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."  7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?"  8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard(‘sklerokardia’: hardness of heart like a dry bone). But it was not this way from the beginning.  9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery." (Matthew 19:6-9).  The purpose of the law was to protect women from wicked and selfish men.  On the other hand, it was also to expose the sin of committing adultery by women who could not be satisfied by God’s grace.

What is the darkness working on our families today? We can’t judge any family by just looking at them outwardly with our lustful judgment of good and evil. Before God’s eyes, those men who don’t have the heart of Christ and can’t share the ‘neighborly love’ of Christ are all adulterous husbands. Also those women who can’t satisfy the love and grace of Christ are all adulterous wives. Everyone will eventually condemn their own spouse and blame God for their fault in order to justify their wicked deeds when they face big trouble.  That is the wicked nature of Adam who ate of the forbidden fruit. Without gaining the heart of Christ, everyone can’t perfectly love his own spouse but will always attempt to commit adultery. 

4. My perfect groom, Christ
What is the blessing of the cross? Christ came and made us a completely new person. Our inner beings were renewed by His blood. We began to consistently receive God’s perfect love that has no corruption in it.  Christ paid the penalty of all His bride’s sins through His death on the cross. Then, His resurrected Spirit entered into her and became her head. This spiritual union can never be separated once again.  That is our new spiritual body recreated by the work of Christ. Christ became our head to reign over our whole soul and body all the time. This is our spiritual marriage through which we can deeply enjoy His perfect service to us and give Him our perfect obedience as well. Through Christ’s love, we can now demonstrate our new family order to others. “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord”( Romans 8:38-39). Through Christ’s inseparable love for us, we can now fulfill our divine task to establish a new family order within our family.

5. To establish Christ’ new family order
More specifically, what is the responsibility of the husband and the wife in the family in order to establish Christ’s new family order? First, the husband should continue to receive spiritual training in word and prayer so that Christ’s reign effectively takes over his life. Knowing the mystery of the church is very important. God establishes a new life of the gospel in him through his church.  He must constantly maintain a spiritual leadership to demonstrate Christ’s ‘neighborly love’ to others in the church.  Then, naturally he can present the same love to his wife. “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her”(v.25). “What is the wife’s responsibility? Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit(‘hupotaso’: to be orderly arranged by God’s order) to their husbands in everything” (v.24).  ‘Submission’ is God’s command that demands us to follow the life of the cross.  Wives should stand as a one body with our husband and fight against the darkness of the world while going through the life of self-denial in the wilderness. First, husbands must try hard to bear the role of Christ in their families.  Also wives must trust their husbands’ commitment and follow the life of the cross through their union with their husbands. 

Our church setting should be like this family ministry.  Each saint must play the role of Christ for others by feeding them the word of truth in love so that each one is presented as a submissive bride to the will of Christ. Our ministry goal is to help each other become more closely driven to deep intimacy through Christ with his bride.

Conclusion
When the life of Christ enters more deeply into our family, our family problems will be cured and His peace will be restored very naturally. All the power of darkness will be cast out through Christ’s light and life. That is Gods’ absolute promise. Then, we have a very simple solution. Everyone should strive to grow as true servants of God who deeply know the mystery of the gospel and play a role of Christ in the church as well as their families. With Christ’s compassionate heart, we have to exercise our preaching, teaching, and praying in the gospel. Let us faithfully bear our task in the gospel so that we may experience the new family order recreated by Christ in us more everyday 
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