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Text: Hebrews 9:1-10 (#19)

Hebrews 9:1-10   Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.  2 A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place.  3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place,  4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.  5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.  6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry.  7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.  8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still standing.  9 This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.  10 They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings-- external regulations applying until the time of the new order.


Summary from last week (#18)

Christ who is the heavenly priest serves God’s saints who spiritually became His heavenly church. The heavenly church was set up by the Lord Himself. His service is not like the earthly service guided by the imperfect priests on earth. Through God’s grace revealed through Christ, we must find our way and experience the heavenly service out of our earthly worship (That is our spiritual worship in truth). In general, our worship service is composed of praise, message, and prayer.  During our service, we should first receive Christ’s serving and give back to God what we received from Him. That is a right order of spiritual fellowship with God.  Intimate communion with God will take place in our service if we mutually listen and talk, realize and respond, and meditate and praise in truth. “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).  More importantly, affirming the spiritual reality that Christ already fulfilled in us, we need to approach the throne of God with confidence.  When we give our full trust and entrust our whole body and soul to His service, He can fully perform an operation on us according to His will.  “To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue.  2 All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD.  3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed” (Proverbs 16:1-3).  During our worship, we should first attentively listen to what Christ is saying before declaring our needs, and spiritually realize the thing of Christ by faith before bringing our things in the flesh to Him. What would Christ do if He really came to our worship? How would He lead us?  He would try hard to deliver the heavenly will of our Father, pour out His great mercy and love, and consistently pray for us through the power of the Holy Spirit.  “During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission” (Hebrews 5:7).  In the midst of His full presence, no one will excuse, lie, or hide himself. Just like John who was enfolded in Jesus’ arm, we will fully rely upon His service and follow His guidance. This is the goal of our heavenly service. In order to experience such a spiritual worship, there absolutely needs to be many mature servants of God who have the same true perspective of the gospel work together in the church. Let us strive together to experience the heavenly service portrayed by the living Christ during our gatherings. 

First tabernacle (inner room) and Second Tabernacle (outer room)
The writer of Hebrews continues to contrast between two things: the old covenant vs. the new covenant, the earthly priest vs. the high priest, and the first tabernacle vs. the second tabernacle. The mystery of Christ is progressively revealed in this way.

Let us examine the structure of the tabernacle designed by God Himself. It is composed of an outer court, the first tabernacle (outer room or Holy place), and the second Tabernacle (inner room or Holy of Holies).  In the outer court, there is an altar for burnt offering and a bronze basin. Inside the tabernacle, three things appear: the bread of the Presence, a golden lampstand, and an altar of incense. This room is called, ‘the first tabernacle.’ Between the first and second tabernacle, a curtain lies. Inside the second tabernacle, there is the Ark of the Covenant which contains the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.
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This structure was designed by God and revealed to Moses after the Exodus. The picture of the tabernacle describes the mystery of our salvation gained through Christ from a different perspective. The altar for burnt offerings smybolize the event of Exodus. By the blood of the lamb, the darkness of Egypt was crumbled down.  The bronze basin points to the event of crossing the Red Sea. The people of Israel were saved from the sea of curse. After the Exodus, the people of God began to walk the path of the wilderness by faith. It is like their entering the first tabernacle (outer room). First, they experienced the event of Manna. The bread of the Presence symbolizes abut it. Over forty years, they receivd the Manna from heaven, This is a shadow of Christ who would come and give Himself as the bread of life. The people of Isarael had freely gained the heavenly manna, yet they didn’t truly realize its spiritual meaning. They simply kept asking ‘what is it?.’ They were just too busy filling their hungry bellies (Exo. 16).

In the life of the wilderness, they kept moving their habitation as they followed the guidance of the pillar of  cloud and fire. “On the day the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony, was set up, the cloud covered it. From evening till morning the cloud above the tabernacle looked like fire.  16 That is how it continued to be; the cloud covered it, and at night it looked like fire.  17 Whenever the cloud lifted from above the Tent, the Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped” (Numbers 9:15-17).  What was the intention of God? They had to absolutely rely upon the guidance of two pillars during their life over forty years. “For the LORD's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance.  10 In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye,  11 like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions.  12 The LORD alone led him; no foreign god was with him” (Deuteronomy 32:9-12).  It was a harsh spiritual training for them. They couldn’t divert their attention but had to always look up to God alone as the source of their life. For this reason,  they had to keep discovering their deep darkness while going through His training. It was the process of ‘self-denial.’ Therefore, the lampstand represents the covenant of God who faithfully guides His people until their destiny with the power of the Holy Spirit. The light of the lampstand had to be kept burning always with the olive oil to expose our deep darkness (Exo.27:20-21). In Revelation, this lampstand symbolizes the church who stood as the light of the world (“the seven lampstands are the seven churches” – Rev.1:20). 

On the altar of incense fragrant spices were used – “gum resin, onycha and galbanum” with “pure frankincense, all in equal amounts” (Exo.30:34-35). This fragrance spiritually represents the fragrance of Christ. This smell broke down the lustful sin and arrogance of the people and removed the evil poison and stink of corruption from the inside of His people. Particularly, it protected the stink of the blood (the smell of sin) as many animals were sacrificed for the burnt offerings. This incense should be burned throughout their generations (Exo.30:8). In Revelation, this fragrance symbolizes “the prayers of the saints” as they enjoyed intimate communion with God through the Mediation of Christ (Rev.5:8). The high priest only entered the Holy of Holies once a year at the Day of Atonement with this ‘fragrant incense” so that “the smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the Testimony, so that he will not die” (Lev.16;12-13).  A totally corrupted man couldn’t stand by himself before the covenant of God in the second room. The smoke of incense covered the inner room and saved the man from God’s wrath. 

What is the message that we get from the picture of the first tabernacle? It tells us of God’s will. It is that He would train His people in word and prayer through the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the wilderness.  However, this is not the final destiny for us. We shouldn’t remain in the first room.  Simply repenting our sins, healing our wounds, resolving our issues, prospering through our dreams is not the directing point of the gospel. The first tabernacle was set up in order for us to ultimately enter the second tabernacle. Without the goal of entering the second room, our faith will naturally be corrupted.  Our gospel will become a religion which causes us to only pursue self-gratification and self-satisfaction. The word of God will be a means of idol worship as one looks at it legalistically and mystically (e.g. prosperity theology, positive thinking, three-fold blessing, etc.). The task of the first tabernacle was entrusted to the priests from the tribe of Levi. While taking care of the task commanded by God, they should first see their imperfect service due to their sin. With a contrite heart, they should lead the people of Israel to put their final hope into entering into the second room. However, they were captivated by their own deep darkness as they incorrectly exercised the law.   As a result, they corrupted the law of God by leading others as well as their own lives to legalism. Today, those church leaders who lead others to remain in the first room are ‘anti-Christs.’ 

What is the second tabernacle? It is the Holy of Holies. Inside this room, there was the gold-covered Ark of the Covenant which contained the gold jar of manna(symbolizing God’s covenant of giving the bread of life – Deut.8:3), Aaron's staff that had budded(rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram – symbolizing God’s sovereign choice of high priest – Num.16-17), and the stone tablets of the covenant(Symbolizing God’s law engraved into the hearts of His people – Deut.10;5, Jer.31:33).  Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover.
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On the Day of Atonement, the high priest had to enter the second tabernacle and “make atonement for all the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have been”(Lev.16;16).  He must wear the sacred garment that had the breastplate adorned with precious jewels (symbolizing saints united with Christ. He had to sprinkle the blood of the atonement on the top of the ark (a lid called the ‘mercy seat’).  This is the picture of Christ’s heavenly service offering to His people in the presence of God’s mercy and love. This is also symbolizing the scene of the Saint’s (the six hundred thousand of the new generation) final entrance into the Promised Land, Canaan, (symbolizing heaven) by the guidance of Joshua (symbolizing the high priest Joshua) after all the six hundred thousand of the old generation died in the wilderness.. After the complete process of self-denial in the first room, one can finally enter into the second room and fully enjoy the presence of God’s mercy and grace.

There was a problem. There was a curtain that blocked the way to the second room from the first. No one among the earthly priests could lead one to pass through the curtain. Only the heavenly priest could enter the inner room by wearing the sacred garment prepared by God. In the New Testament, we can see that the curtain was torn in two at the time of Christ’s death on the cross (Luke 23:44-45).  “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body” (Hebrews 10:19-20).  Through the merit of Christ, God’s saints became royal priests who are perfectly united with Christ and can freely access the second tabernacle from the first tabernacle in order to have deep intimacy with their God the Father. This is the design of the heavenly church set up by the Christ, our Lord. 

Conclusion
About what does the writer of Hebrews try to warn us? 9 “This (the first tabernacle) is an illustration(‘parable’) for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.  10 They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings-- external regulations applying until the time of the new order(‘diarthosis’: the law is established uprightly, symbolizing the cross)” (v.9-10).  Many people go to church yet remain living their life in the first tabernacle. They just want to be guided by the earthly priests (the church leaders become their idols) and seek worldly blessing. The first tabernacle was given as a ‘parable.’ The parable always reveals the mystery of Christ. The first tabernacle was given as a tool to reveal our deep darkness which is bound to the ‘external regulations’ (legalism). In order to live life in the second tabernacle, we must be guided to live a life of ‘self-denial’ daily through the illumination of the Holy Spirit. Our life in word and prayer is so important for this purpose. Then, we can see the curtain torn in two.  We can see the new creation, the ‘I,’ who is united with Christ and who has already entered into the Holy of Holies. Through the blood of Christ shed for us, the door of the Ark of the Covenant was opened and even more, the message of the Ark was engraved on our hearts. For now, let us live as true worshipers who worship God with thanksgiving for the amazing grace of salvation given by His sovereign choice. Also, let us live as God’s heavenly sons who absolutely enjoy and proclaim His truth by eating the daily bread of life. Lastly, let us live as evangelists who bear the great task of ‘neighborly love’ with the heart of Christ into which the law that was perfectly fulfilled is engraved.
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