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9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case-- things that accompany salvation.  10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.  11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure.  12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.  13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself,  14 saying, "I will surely bless you and give you many descendants."  15 And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.  16 Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all argument.  17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.  18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.  19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,  20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

Summary from last week (#14)
God’s saints must strive hard to grow into maturity in faith. That is the most important prayer topic for our church. We should be able to defend our truth and pass it down to our next generation without spoiling its essence so that God’s church will be preserved healthily and keep shining God’s true light and life to the world.  It takes a lot of time for each individual to grow into maturity in the truth of the gospel.  As Saints, our great effort and sacrifice are absolutely necessary to build His church correctly.  This is the greatest and the most important mission of any other achievement in the world. God came down Himself and gave His people the most precious inheritance through His sacrifice on the cross. Therefore, God’s saints shouldn’t be ‘slow to learn’ the truth of the gospel. We should be able to realize the depth of the truth by continually hearing, discerning, and studying the word of God.  God wants us to grow up and become ‘teachers’ who can bear the ‘good fruit’ (‘kalos’) to others. Because all of our forefathers of faith who followed in the order of Mechizedek played this role of the ‘teacher’ at the risk of their lives, we can enjoy and taste the great fruit of this most valuable truth at the present. “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. . . .  28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood” (Acts 20:24,28).

When we look around, there are many ‘anti-Christs’ who imitate the gospel. They are not absolutely the true gospel, yet they speak and act so well as if they represent the true messages of God.  How can we discern their errors and lies?  That is up to individuals’ duty and responsibility. They will have to pay a great price for their choices. God’s saints must correctly understand about the true maturity and spiritual transformation which God requires of us. It is to seek and find the treasure that is hidden inside of our old things. That is the ‘new thing’(‘kaios’) that God demands us to discover with His absolute truth (‘neos’: essentially new). Out of darkness, we will find the true treasure of God’s life. Correctly realizing our own darkness is the key part to reach God’s life and light. In other words, through the process of walking the path of ‘self-denial’ by which our ‘jars of clay’ are continually broken down, God’s life hidden inside the jars will be revealed brightly to our eyes. This is the mystery of God’s eternity that flows throughout the entire bible. Let us keep meditating on the word of God and find this mystery of the truth through continuous spiritual training.  "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field” (Matthew 13:44). 

The true work of God’s saints (vv.9-12)
God’s saints should focus their main task on deeply realizing the mystery of their salvation, quietly enjoying its depth, and boldly proclaiming the truth that they realized in due season. We have ‘better things’(‘kreitton’: most useful, more excellent) – “things that accompany salvation.” The writer of Hebrews points to the problems of ‘Moses and Angel worship’ for their formal, noisy, and dramatic activities in the church. The life of true salvation shouldn’t be like those. The ‘mature’ realize the depth of the gospel and constantly experience their inner transformation in which their old nature is changed to the new nature of Christ. They keep realizing the reality of their ‘old self’ that is wickedly formed by legalism, humanism, and mysticism, yet they also began to see the great work of God who molds their old natures into the new image of Christ out of their broken jars.  Our minds are filled with more of Christ’s new mind and standard every day. “My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed (‘morphoo’<’melos’: take par, union) in you” (Gal. 4:19).  God made a woman from Adam’s rib (Gen.2:22). The ‘rib’ is translated in Greek as ‘side’(‘plyoorah’). From the side of Jesus’ body, ‘water’ and ‘blood’ came out when pierced by the spear of a soldier right after His death on the cross (John 19:34).  John testifies that Jesus’ water and blood and ‘the Spirit’ are in one (1 John 5:8).  Then, what is the work of the Holy Spirit arising in the life of His saints? That is the experience of true conversion and repentance in Christ.  Even after, one constantly realizes the reality of his union with Christ which comes more closely as he shares Christ’s death and resurrection (Rom. 6).   True sanctification is to continually realize one’s whole being, being blended into the body of Christ and experience his whole being, being transformed into the image of Christ. If true transformation takes place in each individual, everyone will naturally begin to discover one faith, one hope, one joy, one peace, and one vision from each other. That is the true image of God’s church.  Therefore, each one must do a spiritual warfare against his own self and try to reveal the things of Christ instead of his own things. . “So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours,  22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future-- all are yours,  23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God” (1 Corinthians 3:21-23 ). 

Gods’ saints need to keep receiving the life-giving service of God who changes them to the image of Christ. The greatest saint is the one who takes His service well. And also, one who serves others in the same way that God serves him is the greatest servant of God. “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work(labor – ‘kopos’: intense labor with grief and toil) and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help him” (v.10).  It definitely isn’t easy to demonstrate the same service of God for others. Christ’s serving isn’t just helping and filling other’s needs. The goal of our ministry is to lead others to the same way of the cross where Christ’s water and blood were shed. It is the place where our old ‘I’ is put to death. Through the death of our old being, we become a new creation through the power of His resurrection.  Our mission is to pass down such a Christ-like service that nails down all of our passion and lust on the cross to others until they taste and experience the same blessing.  This is the core essential part of our church ministry to be accomplished in word and prayer. However, without God’s intervention in our ministry, our service can easily be misunderstood and hated by others because God’s true service never satisfied but denied their lustful wants. Jesus’ disciples were not exempted from this problem either. They never understood correctly their master’s will but just tried to follow Him with all sort of complaints. “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.  32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke(‘epitimao’: to raise the price of, to tax with fault) him.  33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked(‘epitimaio’) Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny (‘aparnehomahee’: ‘apo’(away) + ‘a’(not) + ‘leo’ (speak) – away from one’s lifeless talking) himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Mark 8:31-34 ).  If we don’t realize and experience God’s intended service (the life of the cross), we will also try to rebuke and even teach Him according to our lustful will and desire.  We will consider our will and standards more valuable and falsely testify as if they are from God. Then, God will consider us to be ‘Satan,’ a being who stands against God.  The more we receive God’s service, the more we will have to realize how lifeless our words are and so, depend upon the word of truth in the gospel (the process of ‘self- denial’).  We shouldn’t be lazy in learning the truth of the gospel. We need so much patience to get to the ultimate goal of God; that is to become one who demonstrates the same service of Christ to others.  There are many people who desperately wait for Christ’s service around us. They are our true brothers and sisters in the gospel. 

God’s promise and oath
 God’s saints are all called to follow the same path of the cross. As much as we receive the Christ’s service, we can abundantly serve others in the same way. That is the highest calling from God. However, our mission isn’t easy at all. “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Tim.2:3). “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry(2 Tim.4:5). Why is there ‘hardship’ following in our Christian life? When we eagerly serve God and His church, shouldn’t God give us more blessings and rewards instead of removing our hardships? Doesn’t God receive more glory when our life becomes more successful as a result of our diligent service to Him? The meaning of ‘hardship’ (‘kakopadeia’: ‘kakos’(a fruit of distorting truth) + ‘pados’(lust)) in Greek means ‘Bearing a lustful fruit that distorts the truth of God.  People naturally respond to the word of God based on their lustful desire and ambition. So, it is nature to see that most of them can’t understand correctly the true intention of God without someone giving them the right interpretation. We have to see how our wicked desire plays on the word of God. The law of sin in our flesh doesn’t like to accept truth, but always attempt to distort it. What is the suffering of Jesus? It doesn’t simply point to His body torn apart and His blood shed on the cross. Jesus greatly suffered not from nonbelievers but also from the failings of His own disciples for over three years. The word that He tried to give to His beloved people was constantly distorted and used as their lustful tool to fulfill their own selfish ambitions.  Later, after the day of Pentecost, His disciples also experienced the same suffering while preaching the gospel message. The distortion of the word of truth is the real suffering of God as well as of us. The problem of our faith with our religions isn’t that bad because that suffering caused by their persecution actually makes our faith strong and pure.  The fundamental suffering of God’s saints is to see that our pure gospel is continually distorted and preached as a ‘different gospel.’ 

True blessing is experienced when the gospel takes root in our life as a spiritual foundation and the image of Christ is filled in us. God first appeared to Abraham for this reason. He promised and even made an oath saying that “he will be a blessing” (Gen.12:3).  The word, ‘oath’(‘shaba’< noun ‘sheba’: seven) means God’s perfect promise. The ‘blessing’ points to our realizing and experiencing the event of the cross of Christ who came as a ‘seed’ of His promise (Gal.3:16).  The ‘church’ of Christ is the evidence of the ‘blessing’ promised by God. The church is God’s house and God’s saints become His house where the Holy Spirit always indwells. The Holy Spirit who teaches and leads us to truth helps us to fight against the word of untruth within as well as outside of us.  This is the divine ‘suffering’ that God’s saints should always be ready to take with them until their death.  By God’s promise and oath, we came to know Christ and became His temple that revealed the truth of Christ. In addition, we were given the most important mission, that is to spiritually give birth to Christ’s descendants through a spiritual warfare of suffering. Paul confessed as follows: “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2).

The ‘two unchangeable things’ in verse 18 means God’s sure ‘promise’ and ‘oath.’ He swore by Himself, “since there was no one greater for him to swear by” (v.13).  Nothing is greater than His promise. His promise will perfectly be fulfilled through His own method and will.  Therefore, our salvation is very precious gift and special revelation of God to us.  Our deep sharing and testimony of the truth of the gospel in our service and fellowship is the evidence that we were perfectly saved by God’s unbreakable promise and oath. Even more, our ‘suffering’ gives us a clear conviction of our amazing salvation and adds a greater hope and rest to our faith.


Conclusion
What is God’s promise and oath made to His saints? It is for Him to serve His chosen people with His unconditional love and mercy until they grow up as mature servants of God who can continue to pass down the truth of Christ to others in spite of severe suffering. The more we are equipped in truth, the more we will receive internal and external sufferings. However, this ‘suffering’ is the evidence of our salvation and of God’s promise and oath still being fulfilled in our lives until its completion. Let us experience God’s perfect hope and rest in the midst of our hardship. “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Romans 5:3-5).
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