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Hebrews 5:11 - 6:8   11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn.  12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!  13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.  14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.  NIV Hebrews 6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God,  2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  3 And God permitting, we will do so.  4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,  5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age,  6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.  7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.  8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

Summary from last week (#13)
Man’s conflict with others is endless because of huge differences between each other. So, after continually fighting, people choose to break up at last. Then, what question can come to one’s mind? It is about ‘who am I?’ One will begin to ask himself many questions such as why he says and acts in such a way or why people misunderstand and judge him in such a way, etc. Probably, the opposite party will ask the same questions.  As times go by, they might find common ground for resolution or they may have to choose an extreme decision. The most miserable point is that no one can really explain the fundamental cause of their troubles and even more, clarify their true identities and life goals.  Therefore, men’s conflict and fights are unstoppable. Everyone simply remains in his own world of lustful thought and judgment and lives hard to prove he or she is right through continuous fights with others. But he will fade away soon into eternal judgment and death because he has lived according to his own lustful words and behaviors.  "Show me, O LORD, my life's end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my life.  5 You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man's life is but a breath. Selah” (Psalm 39:4-5). 

However, the bible amazingly reveals the mystery of God and our true identity in relation with Him. One of the great mysteries is that we became the ‘high priests in the order of Melchizedek’ through the Christ’s sacrificial work on the cross. Without God’s amazing grace, men can never realize the great mystery of salvation because of their bondage to the fundamental problem, that is their lustful nature of good and evil. Thousands of years ago, God the Son secretly revealed Himself in a form of a great king and high priest, Melchizedek,  in order to give bread and wine to His chosen man, Abraham. That symbolizes God’s definite plan to save His own people from their sin. Afterwards, God repeatedly sent various forms of revelations through His own servants as shown in the Old Testament.  And then, His plan was finally fulfilled through the work of Christ in the New Testament.  Now, in Christ, we can come to know exactly who we are and what kind of life we have to pursue for the rest of our lives. We also became high priests in the order of Melchizedek.  Finally, we can stop our misunderstanding, conflict, hatred, and quarrels with others as well as our own selves.   We can transcend other’s lustful judgment of good and evil and embrace all things with God’s love and mercy in order to carry out the great mission of the role, ‘high priest’ that is entrusted to us by God.  We, as high priests, are now called to live in the holy mission of spiritually giving the bread of life and blood of Christ to others.  “For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own.  23 As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right.  24 But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you” (1 Samuel 12:22-24). 

Growing into True Maturity in Faith

In verse 11, those who do not realize the mystery of ‘Melchizedek’ are described as ones who are ‘slow to learn’ (‘nothros’ : dull < ‘nothos’: illegitimate son).  They don’t understand their father’s word. They are maybe not His sons. Of course, the illegitimate sons can’t truly understand His mind.  However, those real sons who gained the new mind of Christ can also fall into the same trouble unless they remain in God’s grace all the time. The true sons must clearly realize the mystery of ‘Melchizedek’ hidden in the gospel and enjoy their new status and authority by faith in Christ. True sons ‘ought to’(‘opheilo’: duty, to own money) be ‘teachers’ (‘didaskalos’: one who teaches truth and bear God’s good fruits).  Also, they must feel themselves to be debtors for freely receiving the great blessing of the gospel. So, they can’t be quiet but have to shout out to the ones who also desperately need the same blessing.  “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish” (Rom. 1:14).  “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8).  We must feel deeply ashamed as well as thankful before God because His amazing salvation was freely given to us in spite of our wicked sins and disobedience.  We all were sinners who were waiting for a sentence of death before God, yet through the merit of Christ, we became completely free from the penalty of death. However, when we turn around, we still see that our loved children, family, and neighbors are imprisoned waiting for the day of their execution. There is no other way for them to go except through the same method, that is the way of the cross. We are the only ones now who can give them the way of perfect solution.   That is the ‘continuing debt’ that God wants us to carry in our hearts for others. 

God’s saints must often examine the process of their own spiritual growth. Without continuously walking the path of ‘self-denial,’ their faith cannot grow correctly. Their spiritual growth will flow backward. They will become more ignorant believers who must be taught again and again about the ‘elementary truth’ of God’s word.  They can even forget the fundamental truth of the gospel message.  The ‘elementary truth’ is the basic message of the gospel: Only by faith, grace, and Christ, can one be truly saved.  Why did they (some church members in the church of Hebrews) have to learn this again?  The truth of the gospel was faded in them because they had ironically pursued something strange rather than the gospel. They followed the law of sin rather than the law of the Holy Spirit within their minds by satisfying their lustful desire and ambitions.  They didn’t realize the importance of their spiritual warfare against the power of darkness that had gradually deceived them into not following the fundamental way of the cross.  We have to understand how fast our faith can be perverted through the deception of Satan.  Our spirituality will gradually be corrupted into the wrong ways:  more self-centered, idol worship, arrogance, false excuse, legalism, etc.  Then, the true content of the gospel will be spilled out of our new minds due to these strange beliefs and perverted ideas that have already filled in them. Therefore, it is very important to walk the path of ‘self-denial’ taught by Jesus in our daily life with much patience.  Consistently hearing and realizing the depth of the truth will help us sweep away our confusion and bear in us the true life that correctly reveals Gods’ will and purpose.  “So I find this law at work: When I want to do good(‘kalos’: understanding the truth of the gospel and passing it down as it is), evil (‘kakos’” misunderstanding the truth of the gospel and passing it down in one’s selfish and humanistic way) is right there with me.  22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law;  23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  24 What a wretched (‘talaiporos’: being filed with temptations, conflict with the law of God, inner spiritual warfare) man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:21-24). 

We should also be aware that our faith grows more into immaturity rather than maturity.  Our spiritual condition can fall into one like a very selfish ‘infant’ who lives on milk. It can easily happen when one incorrectly pursues the wrong beliefs. An infant believer can never experience the true righteousness of God. This makes his objective faith in the beginning very subjective in relationship with God. Once our fundamental faith is shaken, our spiritual growth can flow backward.  The amazing blessing of our living as high priests in the order of Melchizedek can’t be experienced anymore. 

Unlike those infants, the ‘mature’ individual (‘teleios’: perfect, the life of the cross) eat ‘solid food’ (‘stereos trophe’: realizing the deep mystery of the gospel). The more we realize the truth of the gospel, the more we will see that the broken pieces of our lives will be gathered into a perfectly resolved puzzle.  We will begin to see God’s perfect plans and wills out of our brokenness through realizing the deep truth of God’s word.  Unless Christ becomes the center of our life, our old thoughts and personalities can’t naturally be changed. The power of the gospel helps us step over our old desries and frees us from our ‘old self.’  We will begin to see the fundamental ‘newness’ of God manifesting in our life. Out of all emptiness and confusion, we will clearly see true hope and dream and experience true rest by walking the path of the cross taught by Jesus. “He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new(‘kaios’: new things that come out from transforming the old things) treasures as well as old” (Matthew 13:52).  By giving the ‘Parable of a Sower,’ Jesus tries to explain that when the true word of God is truly planted deep within our hearts, we will realize His amazing plans and will that were already hidden in all of our circumstances.   That is the mystery of the gospel which brings God’s light out of darkness. Therefore, the ‘mature’ “by constant use have trained(‘gumnazo’: to exercise naked) themselves to distinguish good(‘kalos’) from evil(‘kakos’)” (v.14). 

The Hebrews writer strongly urges us to ‘leave the elementary teaching’ and ‘go on maturity’ (6:1). We should examine the reasons for our slow learning of the truth (like disunion, spiritually orphan condition) or why our spiritual growth still remains in its infancy (self-reliant, self-satisfaction). When the word of God doesn’t deeply take root in us, we can’t discern the dangerous ideology of the ‘anti-Christ’ that frequently invades our minds. Even more, we will be swept away too easily by them.  The ideologies of the ‘anti-Christ’ always copy the real truth of Christ very closely and tempt us to lay our spiritual foundation upon them more than upon the fundamental truth that we heard first. These ideologies try to corrupt the foundation of faith in us that was initiated and established by Christ. They eventually try to destroy all the basis of our family, children, and church. Satan will attack us in many ways so that we can’t spread the bread of life and the blood of Christ to others. We have to work together to establish the true church of God which can still exist hundreds of years from now. We have to focus on rising up God’s faithful servants who stand up as being truly mature in Christ.


Those who dishonor God

Who are “those who have once been enlightened (‘photizo’:to give understanding, to instruct), who have tasted (‘geuomai’: to try the flavor, not eating and digesting) the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit,  5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age?” They were the ones who somehow experienced the power of God externally through various ministries inside the church even while worshiping Moses or the Angels.    Eventually they fall away from the truth. But when they fall away, they lose their chance to have true repentance. Also, it is the same as crucifying Jesus again and again.  God would be terribly dishonored in front of the public by their apostasy from Him. However, this isn’t the apostasy of a saint who is truly saved. They were the ones who had no interest in the truth of the gospel from the very beginning. They always sought for their lustful satisfaction through their religious beliefs. We shouldn’t be surprised to see the same work of the Holy Spirit manifesting itself upon both true and fake believers inside the church.  Anyone can realize the word of life in his head to some extent and experience a sort of transformation in his life. However, we  can’t tell immediately if his conversion is genuine or not.  Someday fake believers will reveal their real images which have had no root ever in the gospel of Christ but always have had a religious life in their own false beliefs. They are the anti-Christs who usually work very actively in the church.  In the context of our passage, they are idol worshipers who worshiped Moses and Angels. They were slow learners and held faith like an infant. “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit (word), but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (He came into our beings and united with us in one body) is from God,  3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world” (1 John 4:1-3). 


Conclusion
God’s saints must correctly realize the mystery of the cross and continue to mediate on it.  When we randomly assume the message of the gospel and compromise God’s will with our lustful wants, our life will be nothing but just like an anti-Christ. Such a religious lifestyle is representative of the same act of crucifying Jesus and standing against the direction of the cross. Let us correctly realize what the true goal of our church life is. Let us come out of the infant stage and stand as mature ones who can understand the depth of the gospel. Let us always drink the rain of grace that comes from heaven and become wonderful chefs of the gospel who can serve it to and save others. . “Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming” (Ephesians 4:13-14). 
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