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Hebrews 5:1-10  Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness.  3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people.  4 No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was.  5 So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father."  6 And he says in another place, "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."  7 During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered  9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him  10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

Summary from Last week (#12)
Man seems to look strong yet is weak or the other way around. But to God’s eyes, in fact, everyone falls into the category of ‘weakness’ (‘antenesia’ – not able to stand upright upon truth). No matter how strong one is, he has to still lie down and sleep. He will get old and sick, and someday will be buried under the ground forever.  Whenever we feel too tire either physically or mentally, we want to lie down and sleep. From a spiritual perspective, that is the symptom of sin that came after the Fall (Gen.3:19: “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return”). Unless one stands upright through his union with Christ on the cross, he will always remain in ‘weakness’ and eventually receive God’s judgment at the end. He will lie down in darkness forever. 

When we face a very difficult situation where we want to lie down and rest, God invites us to come to His throne with confidence and ask for His great mercy and grace. His grace and mercy lubricate the new mind of Christ within us and helps us see God’s amazing provision behind our present situations. When we see all things with a heart united with Christ, we will find God’s perfect time and will that always work behind all of our good and bad circumstances. 

Let us meditate on the words Jesus spoke to us on the way of His bearing His cross. “A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.  28 Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children” (Luke 23:27-28).  The moment of Jesus’ crucifixion seemed to be a very hopeless one to His followers whereas it appeared to be the moment of great victory to His opponents.  His followers fell into very deep mourning because it was a very unexpected result from their perspective. They felt their lives also collapsed together with His death.  They strongly believed that Jesus shouldn’t have been put to death in such a way.  Jesus said very odd words to those who cried and screamed. “Do no weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.” What did he mean by that?  The event of the cross that looked as if it was a tragedy from men’s eyes, in fact, was the best time of God’s blessing to us in which God’s greatest covenant was finally fulfilled in our human history.  We can only be free from our bondage to sin and death through His death on the cross. That is the only solution for our salvation. The way of the cross looks very painful, and yet if we realize its destiny, we won’t just continue to cry but we would rather be glad and happy for the purpose of His death.  If we don’t gain the eyes of faith, we can easily misunderstand God’s will.  We should cry for our misunderstanding of God’s will and purpose and, even more, for our falling into deception by judging things according to our own lustful minds.  Do we really understand what we either rejoice or cry for? God’s saint must continue to learn what truth is and the way truth works in the gospel.  

The Priest in the Old Testament
The Hebrews writer continues to insist that Christ Jesus is the only Savior who is the true object of our faith and worship. However, inside the church of Hebrews there were many people who still worshiped Moses (symbolizing legalism, humanism, religious rites, etc.) rather than Jesus. Moses was the one whom God used the most mightily. He was God’s true prophet and priest.  Also, his brother, Aaron and his descendants were charged with the roles of high priest and priest for the people of Israel.  Aaron was originally appointed to assist Moses. Therefore, Moses had all authority and leadership over their priestly jobs.  Moses and Aaron came from the tribe of Levi who was the third son of Jacob. Levi and the second son, Simeon were cursed by God because of their cruel homicide against Shechem’s family and townsmen (see Gen. 49:5-7: “Simeon and Levi are brothers-- their swords are weapons of violence.  6 Let me not enter their council, let me not join their assembly, for they have killed men in their anger and hamstrung oxen as they pleased.  7 Cursed be their anger, so fierce, and their fury, so cruel! I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel). However, later the tribe of Levi was used again by God’s grace as a tool of glory as they served as priests at God’s tabernacle.  This is the grace of God’s unconditional “appointment” (v.1).  In order to fulfill His mission, God often uses sinners among sinners by His grace so that they may completely rely upon His righteousness. He doesn’t’ use us because we are more righteous than others. In fact, it is just the opposite. In the bible, we can see that God purposely chose ‘worm Jacob’ and Israel who are the most stubborn and ‘stiff-necked people.’ He used those wicked sinners as tools to reveal God’s perfect righteousness. God harshly dealt with their sins and made them surrender to God with deep repentance. Moses was a very self-centered and self-reliant man in the beginning. But God called him and trained him in the wilderness over forty years in order to recreate him as the most reliable servant of God. His brother, Aaron, also once committed a major crime before God.  While Moses was up in the mountain to receive God’s law, Aaron couldn’t resist the temptation of the people of Israel who wanted to make an image of a golden calf as their god. In fact, he played a major role in leading the people of Israel to be idol worshipers (See Exodus 32:1-29:  Through Moses’ prayer, Aaron was dramatically saved from God’s wrath, and yet other idol worshipers, about three thousand men, were all slaughtered by the tribe of Levi who stood on the Moses’ side. (By this incident, the curse of Levi was released). All true men of God in the bible had to first go through this same journey. Their wicked sinful nature was continually exposed until they realized God’s perfect righteousness and learned to depend solely upon His ways. God’s calling always requires us to walk the path of ‘self-denial.’ 

Difference between the high priest in the Old Testament and Jesus Christ

The writer of Hebrews compares the high priests in the Old Testament with Jesus Christ who came as their successor. First, it is about ‘sin.’  The high priest in the Old Testament had to give a sin offering not only for the people of Israel but also for himself (Lev 16;11, Heb 5:3). It is because he was also subject to the same ‘weakness’ (‘astheneia’ – no ability to stand upright to truth by oneself) as others. “He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant(‘agnoeo’: not understanding truth) and are going astray(‘planao’: wander, lead into error).  He was in the highest position as a leader, yet he still remained in a sinful nature and could fulfill his job only through God’s grace for a while.  Any man can’t be the object of other men’s faith and trust as far as salvation and eternity are concerned. Moses, Aaron, and the other Levites who were wicked sinners just the same as the others were all just designated as tools of God’s grace by His unconditional choice.  Today, we can see many religious leaders who are worshiped as divine figures. Religious people keep looking for an object of their faith and worship among sinful men.  An act of elevating oneself as well as others is a very sinful deed in God’s eyes. God’s saints must put their focus primarily on discerning and learning the truth of the gospel in the church that is proclaimed and taught by their church pastors and leaders. As our Christian living is sanctified, we will see more ‘weaknesses’ and ‘faults’ of others as well as our own.  That is a very natural process. But it gives us a clear message. We should only trust and worship God alone. Also, we should practice embracing each other with God’s great mercy and love through the power of the gospel. 

However, Jesus Christ didn’t need to give a sin offering for Himself because He was sinless (Heb. 4:15).  “Such a high priest meets our need-- one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens” (Heb.7:26). 
The high priest Jesus Christ came to earth as God’s begotten Son.  “I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father” (Psalm 2:7, 89:26).   The ‘begotten’(‘gennao’ in Greek) means ‘to proceed from the same nature.’ Jesus was God the Son who was proceeded from God the Father, having the same nature yet was a different person.  He came in the flesh and performed a high priest’s role in order to demolish all of our sins through the work of the cross and for us to gain the new life in eternity. 

Another difference about the order of the priest is that all priests followed the order(position, rank, secession) of Aaron, and yet Jesus Christ was the only priest who followed the order of Melchizedek.  ‘Melchizedek’(‘melek’: a king of truth + ‘zadek’: righteousness) was the king of Salem and priest of the most high God.  Melchizedek lived in the days of Abraham. In Genesis 14, Melchizedek, the king of Salem brought out bread and wine to Abraham who returned from defeating his enemies and blessed him saying, “Blessed be Abraham by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth” (v.19). Who is this king, Melchizedek? He is the type of Jesus Christ.  He can also be considered as the same as an appearance of Jesus Christ Himself. Before appointing a high priest beginning with Aaron, a perfect priest of God symbolizing Jesus Christ appeared and had a feast of bread and win with Abraham who represents the father of all nations. This is the same scene as when Jesus had communion with His disciples who represented God’s church with bread and wine on the day of Passover in the New Testament.  ‘Bread’ and ‘wine’ symbolizes Christ’s body and blood. The communion is a rite that proclaims the covenant of God with His people. His people will be saved from their sin through Christ’s death and resurrection. The first revelation of this redemptive covenant was given to Abraham (Gen.14:18-20).  After having a communion with the king Melchizedek, Abraham gives him ‘a tenth of everything’ that he got from the battle. This is an act of confession that he believes that God is the only true God and his salvation (In the New Testament, God’s law is fulfilled as one law through the work of Christ, that is ‘neighborly love’).  This incident symbolizes that Abraham eventually had an encounter with Jesus Christ who appeared to him as a high priest. Afterwards, all the priests who follow the order of Aaron lived a life as shadows of the Christ who was to come at the time of the New Testament. Finally, Jesus Christ who had appeared in the image of the king of Melchizedek came and fulfilled His redemptive covenant through His sacrificial work on the cross. As a result, we became the people of God’s kingdom who can eat the bread and drink the wine of Christ more realistically and intimately than Abraham did. Furthermore, we became ‘royal priests’ who can do the same job that Jesus did. . “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).


The role of ‘high priest’ that God’s saints have to bear
How did the high priest Jesus Christ demonstrate His mission? Because of our sin and death, “he(Jesus) offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears” and he was made ‘’perfect’ (‘teleios’: fulfillment of God’s covenant) as he “he learned obedience from what he suffered.” A sinner can turn around his way and walk in the way of truth because Jesus continuously demonstrated God’s unconditional love in word and prayer. Furthermore, He gave himself as atonement for our sins on the cross. His body was broken and his blood was shed for the penalty of our sin.  Today, our worship is so simple and very gracious as we can come to the throne of grace at any time. Jesus Christ paid for this outcome with so much suffering and perfect obedience to God.  Our freedom given through the work of Jesus is so precious that we can’t exercise our gift of salvation thoughtlessly. As a new person recreated in the gospel, we must continue to grow up knowing the depth of the gospel and to fulfill our mission as a high priest by offering the same obedience and bearing of sufferings in patience.  In this way, we also become the high priests who follow the order of Melchizedek. 

Conclusion
The mystery of God’s salvation through Jesus Christ can’t be realized without His grace. The totally corrupted mankind can’t understand God’s true righteousness. They simply live by filling their lives with their own self-righteousness and are thrown into God’s judgment forever. How blessed God’s saints are!  God had revealed the mystery of the ‘high priest’ over a few thousand years indirectly and directly to His own people and finally fulfilled His redemptive covenant with us through the perfect high priest, Jesus Christ.  His people became perfectly pure and righteous in the gospel as the result of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  God also gave us the new mind of Christ so that we can follow in the order of Melchizedek and do the same mission in the form of His high priest.  All the suffering and hardship that is allowed in the lives of God’s saints is God’s provision for them to bear the mission of high priest more perfectly. Let us move on faithfully by remembering our amazing new position and mission and support one another in word and prayer.
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