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Colossians 3:15-17  15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

The origin of Thanksgiving Day

There are slightly different stories about the origin of Thanksgiving. But in general, about 102 people traveled to the New World from England in the year 1620 on the Mayflower, a sailing vessel. After for nearly two months with extreme difficulty, they landed at Plymouth in Massachusetts. They firmly believed that this land was prepared by God for them to practice their own religious freedom. Unfortunately, they were unprepared for the starvation and sickness of a harsh winter, so nearly half of them died before spring.  However, in the spring, they were assisted by the native Indians and they reaped a bountiful harvest the following summer. Starting on December 13, 1621, the grateful Pilgrims declared a three-day feast and celebrated with their Indians friends. Together they prepared and feasted on turkey, corn, beans, pumpkins, etc. during their communal dinner, the first thanksgiving feast. Since then, this feast continued as our religious and cultural tradition and finally became a national holiday in the United States.  
 . 
The Meaning of ‘Thanksgiving’ from a spiritual perspective in the gospel. 

As God’s saints, we shouldn’t keep the Day of Thanksgiving as a religious feast but as a very special day to give God our best thanksgiving by correctly understanding the true meaning of ‘harvest’ and ‘thanksgiving’ in the gospel. We should be truly thankful that God has given us many blessings such as wealth and health, yet those kinds of thankfulness are also found in other religious rites. As God’s saints, we need to speculate on the fruits which God has been constantly pressing upon us according to His divine desire instead of on the fruits that we have desired to posses in the flesh. What are those invisible and spiritual fruits that we can see through the eyes of faith in the gospel? We first have to see and understand the true harvest of God that is displayed in the Old and the New Testament.  Through many prophets of God, the true content of thankfulness kept being prophesied and finally the Son of God came and revealed the perfect thankfulness to us. When we understand this mystery of the blessing in the gospel, we can truly be thankful all year round as we participate in God’s continuous harvest and His fruit-bearing by faith. Let us enjoy more deeply God’s abundance grace in our Thanksgiving season. 

Thanksgiving feasts in the Old Testament

(The Feast of Passover – Friday) : One of the important feasts that the people of Israel was required to keep in the Old Testament was ‘Passover’:  It is a festival to celebrate their salvation from God’s wrath and judgment for their sins through the blood of the lamb.  It began in the evening, and the entire family couldn’t go outside until the next morning (symbolizing God’s salvation and protection by the blood of Christ). They had to roast the entire sacrifice over the fire (Exo. 12:8-10: Christ as the bread of life). They had to eat it along with bitter herbs and bread made without yeast (representing Christ’s suffering and purity).

(The Feast of Unleavened Bread – Saturday/Sabbath day): The next day, they immediately had to begin to celebrate another feast called ‘the Feast of Unleavened Bread.’ It lasted for a week. Simply they had to eat bread that was made without yeast (Exo.12:15,19). They gave thanks to God for providing them with the pure bread of life that has nothing to do with sin, but remembering the day of Passover. The feast of Unleavened Bread symbolizes Christ’s triumph over death as well as His resurrection. God completely buried our sins under the ground over three days and gave us His new life through the resurrection of Christ.

(The Feast of FirstFruits – Sunday/Easter  Sunday): On the following day, they celebrated the Feast of Weeks (Unleavened Bread) with the first-fruits of the wheat harvest. It is the Feast in which they give thanks for their harvesting the first-fruits of the wheat from the fields. The first-fruit symbolizes Jesus Christ.  “But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him” (1 Corinthians 15:23).  Through His resurrection, God’s saints also became the firstfruit through their union with Christ.  “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created” (James 1:18). 

(Pentecost – fifty days after Easter Sunday): The next important Feast is ‘Pentecost’(‘qatsiyr’: havest). It is also called ‘the feast of weeks,’ or ‘the feast of harvest.’  Beginning with the day of the celebration of Firstfruits, seven weeks (49 days) is counted until the fiftieth day. Then, they celebrated the Feast of Pentecost by giving thanks to God through presenting the best offerings of new grain to Him. Everyone participated in this Feast. This Feast symbolizes the day of God’s last harvest. In the New Testament, it is the birthday of the Church (Acts 2:1-4).  After Jesus was ascended to heaven, His 120 disciples gathered at the upper room of Mark and spent time together in prayer.  Finally, on the day of Pentecost, the power of the Holy Spirit came upon them. It is the moment of new Israel begun. The curse of Babel was released. Everyone gained one mind, one hope, and one speaking in tongue in the Lord.  In Christ, God’s harvest began. God’s final harvest will end someday according to His appointed time. 

We should consider an important connection between these Feasts. We can clearly realize God’s amazing will and purpose for giving such Feasts to His people. We can see the true firstfruit which God wants to harvest on and through us. (Passover(Friday)  Unleavened Bread(Saturday)  Fristfruits(Easter Sunday)  7x7(49- the time-table of earth)  Pentecost (Last day, the real type of heaven).  Only through the death and resurrection of Christ, are the true first fruits reaped in His eyes.  His harvest will last until the appointed day He has already set up.  The true thanksgiving firstfruits are the people of God and the church of Christ. 

God’s harvest through Jesus Christ and Jesus’ thanksgiving to God for His work through Him

The New Testament testifies that the real type of all the Feasts that were practiced in the Old Testament finally came. That is Jesus Christ. We can see how Jesus thanked God for the work of His harvest through Him.  “When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  15 And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."  17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you.  18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."  19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."  20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:14-20).  We can see that God the Son gives thanks to God the Father about the precious firstfruits of life that would be reaped through His death and resurrection. The special grace prepared for His chosen people was finally about to be revealed soon in detail. God’s special redemption for His loved people that was planned even before His creation was about to fulfill through His Son.  God’s true harvest finally came upon the earth. Jesus was giving thanks to God for the fulfillment of His divine covenant through Him.  The sinners who would be put to death by God’s fierce judgment which once came upon the city of Sodom and Gomorrah could now escape from it and gain the new life in Christ.   “But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."  25 At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children” (Matt.11:24-25).  When God’s people are saved from sin and death by His grace and recreated as new people of heaven, God rests with thankfulness. 

The fruit-bearing and thanksgiving of God’s saint
From the firstfruits which God harvested through Christ, He expects the same fruit-bearing in their lives. Also, He wants us to participate in the prayer of thanksgiving that Jesus offered to Him. God hears all of our confession and prayers, but particularly, we must learn the content of true thanksgiving and fruits that are harvested by God.  That is the life of the cross commanded by Jesus. “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work(‘neighborly love’, being a witness to the gospel), growing in the knowledge of God,  11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light” (Colossians 1:10-12).  Through the redemptive work of Christ done for us, now we can bear the fruit of God’s life and righteousness instead of the fruit of sin and death which we used to bear before knowing Christ. That is the greatest blessing we can experience now in the gospel. Nonbelievers can never understand it and do the job that we do.  For the sake of this divine mission given to us in Christ, many worldly temptations continue to come upon us, yet we must do a spiritual fight by faith daily and faithfully walk in the way of the cross. In every way of our journey in Christ, we will learn the mystery of the gospel deeper and deeper and give more thanks to God for bearing the true fruits through our faithful journey.  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:55-58).   People usually give thanks for good things that happen in the flesh.  But God’s saints give thanks to God for all things in the flesh as well as in the spirit. Without realizing the mystery of the gospel, most of the people’s thanksgivings come from their own wish-fulfillment and problem-solving. However, more than anything, God’s saints will give thanks to God for giving His amazing salvation to them, and even more, His leading them through the journey in the wilderness according to His divine purpose. Our physical fruits will soon fade away, but our spiritual fruits will remain throughout eternity. We became God’s eternal fruits in Christ. We give thanks to God about this unchanging spiritual reality more than anything.  

Conclusion

Let us learn God’s thanksgiving during the season of Thanksgiving. We are the fruits of life that were harvested through Christ. Our whole life is an offering of thanksgiving to God. God perfectly harvested us and continue to bear the fruits of life through the work of Christ in us.  Let us give thanks for God’s continuing mission through us. All things that happen in the life of God’s saints are God’s divine plan and providence in order to bear more abundant fruits of life in us.  We can see more of God’s true life-bearing in the midst of our suffering and hardship.  Therefore, we give thanks and continue to give more thanks to God for everything. God knows our weaknesses and sympathizes with our weaknesses.  When we continue to put our trust in Him and faithfully do our spiritual fight in truth during our temptation, God is pleased and will give thanks to us for our hard effort and struggles in the gospel.  “The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17). 

1

