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Hebrews 4:14-16  14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.  16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Summary from last week (#11)
Why can’t people have true rest? It is because of their separation from God. Men lost the fundamental source of life after the Fall. Since then, they have had to pretend to be a living being with their own strength.  Yet, they became mere ‘beings’ who temporarily breathe without God’s life in them until His judgment.  They are always fearful and unstable because of their emptiness and confusion in their souls.  In order to hide their weaknesses, they always have to falsely decorate their life and make excuses with all sorts of lies. They have to keep wearing their own man made-clothes to show how much better, fancier, and more powerful they are than others.  They can never be honest before other men or before God. 

But what is the blessing of the gospel? The life of God entered our souls and built up our bodies as His indwelling place through our union with Christ. He put His pure white clothe on us so that our nakedness isn’t shameful anymore.  This causes us to be content with His grace alone.  “You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see” (Revelation 3:17-18). Fear, shame, insecurity, and emptiness are nothing but merely the deception of Satan to God’s satins now because the Holy Spirit wont’ let our hearts wander but will continue to fill our hearts with God’s life and bring us His light out of our darkness.  This is true rest. We shouldn’t be afraid of our spiritual nakedness. God’s ‘good work’ (union with truth, God’s indwelling place in us, neighborly love, et.) began in our life.  Nothing can’t stop His good plan for us. All things that happen in our life, either good or bad, become platforms of God’s blessing and cause us to walk in a more faithful journey with God.  

Jesus Christ commands us to be witnesses of the gospel to the world by using all the authority and power of heaven and earth given to us through Him.  That is the life we should lead of preaching and teaching the word of the one truth faithfully and confidently by having the one mind of Christ. In order to do it, we must first win a spiritual fight against ourselves. Truth tells us that the Lord and we are one. So, truth does not allow our old minds that are full of our lustful desire of good and evil to play above His truth. The ‘truth’ in the gospel destroys our old minds and makes us completely new persons with one mind whose eyes and feet are united with Christ’s. As a result, we can now be witness to the mystery of the one truth that is revealed in the gospel. “I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.  20 Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and I will be their God” (Ezekiel 11:19-20).  Those who can speak one truth with the one mind of Christ are the ones who truly exercise the authority and power of heaven and earth given through Jesus. When our double minds are mixed with truth, the gospel is immediately corrupted. The double minds are the lustful desire of good and evil deeply rooted in every man. These minds tempt men to falsely use the name and power of Jesus to fill their lustful desire and ambition.  “Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased, he built more altars; as his land prospered, he adorned his sacred stones.  2 Their heart is deceitful, and now they must bear their guilt. The LORD will demolish their altars and destroy their sacred stones” (Hosea 10:1-2). 

Who is Jesus Christ? 

What is the important mystery about Jesus Christ? He came as ‘a great(‘megas’: exceedingly, mighty) high priest.’ If we don’t correctly realize the mystery of Jesus, we can’t believe in Him as the one and only savior. By having double minds, we will serve Jesus as well as other idols that resemble Him.  Man’s religiosity that is bound to his lustful desire of good and evil leads people to choose a savior who  can fill their lustful ambition and vision. Therefore, these idol worshipers like legalism (worshiping Moses) and mysticism (worshiping angel) easily arise inside the church.  They sneak into the church with different interests. They never have a true desire to know Jesus. The ones who seriously want to know the truth focuse on realizing the messages revealed in the gospel.  They become more curious about the mystery of Jesus and begin to wrestle with the word of the bible very seriously.  They will find that there is no point of comprise at all between their world and God’s world. It means that they entered the world of true faith. “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible” (Heb. 11:3).  They begin to see God’s determined will and purpose hidden in the visible world by faith because the faith given to them stops the judgment of their lustful thoughts and judgment. “The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt.1:1). “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). After experiencing God’s amazing grace on the day of Pentecost, the apostles’ eyes were opened spiritually and they began to see the world of the gospel working behind the visible world in which they lived.  Everything such as their existence, status, authority, hope, vision, and purpose become one in Christ. All of their lives became simply merged into one just like the life of Jesus. They began to hear one voice, one truthful sound out of the world of darkness. They began to enjoy the one truth together and make friends and brothers among those who understood the one truth in the gospel.  “There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called--  5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6).  The kind of people who gained the one mind of Christ and realized the one truth in Christ are the new generation that is recreated by the power of the Holy Spirit in the gospel. In other words, they are the ‘church’ of Christ, our Lord today. 

This amazing miracle took place because Jesus Christ fulfilled the role of ‘a great high priest.’  He gave Himself as atonement for the sin of His people on the cross. Then, He was resurrected and sent the Holy Spirit into the hearts of His people in order to make them God’s indwelling house.  Those who are united with the truth of the gospel in such a way are called “God’s sons” and considered the ‘firstfruits’ of God’s rest. What identifies evidence of one who is saved through the work of Jesus, the great high priest?  In order to dwell in the one truth in the gospel, they have to severely fight with the corrupted world dwelling within themselves, which is based on the double minds of good and evil. “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires(‘epithumia’: lustful desire of good and evil) of the sinful nature.  17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit (one mind of truth), and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want(‘thelo’: delighting, deciding – pointing to ‘neighborly love’ in its context)” (Galatians 5:16-17). Their spiritual warfare against the law of sin working in them is the true faith and true testimony of God’s saints.

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.  (v.15)

What is the reason for our thanksgiving to the Lord? The Lord Jesus knows our ‘weaknesses’ (‘astheneia’ – no ability to stand upright to truth by oneself) and ‘sympathize’(‘sumpatheo’: suffering together) with our weaknesses. He wore the same clothe of our flesh and was tempted in every way. So, He precisely knows our thoughts and experiences our troubles and sufferings. However, He was the sinless Son of God because he wasn’t born with the lustful desire of good and evil, but by the power of the Holy Spirit. He didn’t have the double minds with which we were born. He came in the flesh with the one mind of truth that was united with God and dwelled among sinners in order to sympathize with the weaknesses of His people.  “When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.  34 "Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they replied.  35 Jesus wept” (John 11:33-35 – the account of Jesus’ Raising Lazarus from the dead).  Why did Jesus feel troubled in His heart and weep? He didn’t simply sympathize with their mourning for the death of Lazarus. Jesus knew Lazarus would be raised from the dead by the power of God.  Therefore, He wept so much because they didn’t believe in the truth that was revealed by Jesus earlier (vv.25-26: “I am the resurrection and the life”).  This is the miserable realty of mankind who is spiritually blind to the truth. We have no choice but always suffer from our own spiritual ignorance and easily fall into the deception of Satan.  Who is the most pitiful person in the world? He is the one who doesn’t and can’t believe in truth, but always distorts the truth in his own way depending confidently upon his own corrupted knowledge, emotion, and will. 

The only way that we can overcome Satan’s temptation is through the word of truth revealed in the gospel. We must first gain the new mind of Christ which enables us to possess the one truth. That is why Jesus died on the cross for our sins and was raised from the dead in order to send us His mind through the power of the Holy Spirit. As a result of accepting Jesus Christ as our own savior, our minds are renewed and recreated in the truth. Having the one truth, we can overcome Satan’s temptation that works on our double minds. We must take hold of the one truth and use it as our authority and power and fight against Satan’s scheme. Our battle is, in fact, already won.  What we have to do now is to focus on studying the word of God to realize the truth that makes us one with Christ and equips us with one truthful mind in the gospel. If we try to live our Christian life still based on our old minds, that is being a double minded, and we will easily be caught by Satan’s temptations again.  However, when we try to fill our hearts with the Holy Spirit and see all things with the new mind of Christ in us, all the temptations of Satan will actually be good tools to fulfill God’s good plan for us.  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (James 4:7-8). 

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (v.16). 

When we are tempted and cannot stand upright in the truth, we must first come before the throne of grace to receive God’s mercy and grace that are prepared according to His appointed time (‘eukairos’: God’s perfect time for His goodness).  During our temptations, we can see that good and evil works arise within our hearts. Various thoughts of good and evil are mingled and immediately fill our minds with confusion and doubts.  Satan tempts us to make untruthful decisions in the flesh against God’s good works. Satan stimulates our old minds to drive all things into self-satisfaction and self-gratification.  That is why our worship (either personal of communal) is very important.  We must continue to receive God’s mercy upon our hearts, so that our new minds given to us by Christ can fully operate by leading us to find the specific message of God during the time of our temptation.  God’s ‘mercy’ frees us from our bondage to sin. When our minds are covered by the blood of Jesus, we can correctly think with the new mind of Christ and find God’s perfect wisdom. What is the ‘grace that helps us in our time of need?’  God’s saints are already living in the appointed ‘time’ of God (‘kairos’: God’s timetable).  When the one truth in Christ is realized, that is the best time for us.  God’s will is more than just solving problems. He wants us to discover God’s perfect will that is standing above our stormy problems and tightly unite us with the one mind and the one truth of Christ. “It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:17-18). 

Conclusion

Satan’s temptation comes through our old minds. It makes us distrust God and spoils our faith more religiously. It continuously splits the truth and makes us not see it as one truth.  We can overcome all Satan’s temptations when we stick to the new mind given to us through Christ, which is united with the one truth. Our new minds are always hungry and thirsty for God’s abundant grace and mercy. That is why God’s saints must come before the throne of grace confidently during their worship. We should hold an attitude in honesty before God by sincerely confessing our sins and earnestly asking for God’s perfect help.  Our spiritual maturity grows while we are doing spiritual warfare during the time of our temptations.  Let us help each other to grow as wonderful servants of God who can witness to the one truth revealed in the gospel.  Let us be one who faithfully enjoys the new mind of Christ and passes down the one truth of the gospel to others.  One who confidently comes before the throne of grace in his time of need is the most wonderful Christian in God’s eyes. 
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