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Text: Hebrews 4:14-16  (#11)

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.  15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.  16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  

Summary from last week (#10)

The whole theme of the bible is about ‘the house of God.’  God gave us a visible temple, came down Himself to earth as a living temple, and finally established His people as His indwelling temple through the death and resurrection of His Son, Christ.  God rests when we, who became His living temple, rely upon His word and receive the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Also, we can experience true rest when God’s service is continuously offered through His word. 

Men can never truly rest by themselves. They are bound to the law of sin.  The more our sin is falsely wrapped by our lust for evil, the more we are caught by false rest. When true ‘faith’ is given to us through Christ, a spiritual warfare rises within us in order for us to have God’s rest. The Holy Spirit within us leads us to see the reality of sin covered by all sort of lies and excuses that are actively working in us.  And then, the Spirit makes us rely solely upon God’s living and righteous word to overcome them.  If we are God’s true saints, we can’t escape the journey in the wilderness in which the ‘faith’ given in the gospel is realized as the only true source of our life.  Many times, we will fall into shame and sufferings by realizing our wicked sins, yet those are used as tools to gain God’s true rest during our journey of faith in the wilderness. 

Don’t let us forget that we became the first fruit of true rest that was recreated by Christ. Therefore, we have to live a life of witnessing to the true rest in this world of darkness. Although the worldly temptations continually attack us, God’s immutable word strongly takes hold of us and disciplines us with the whip of love. God’s divine intervention and discipline are the sign of our true rest in God.   “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11).


“Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess”

What is the ‘faith we profess’(‘homologia’= homo + logos)? It means “one same word of God.” Why should we hold firmly (‘crateo’: ‘to have it as a source of power’) to it? God didn’t give us various kinds of the word. The scripture seems to have lots of contents, and yet they are given to us to realize them all as one truth. That truth is Jesus Christ. The whole scripture witnesses that He is the only source of true authority and power for our life. However, His name shouldn’t be used as a tool of authority and power to fulfill our own lustful desire and ambition in the world. The act of holding Jesus as our only source of power is to lay down our worldly wisdom and strength and rely solely upon His way, the way of the cross. If we try to serve God as One who empowers our worldly needs and wishes, we actually worship an idol (violating the first Commandment). True Christian living is to be led to a life of ‘self-denial’ which Jesus commanded us to follow. The life of ‘self-denial’ is having the continuous exposure and demolition of our lustful desire so that God’s holy desire and love can fill our hearts.  We can see the perfect example from the account of Pentecost in the book of Acts. What did Jesus’ disciples learn from Him in three years? Their lustful desire and ambitions were continuously denied for three years through the word of God and they were finally nailed down on the cross with Jesus Christ. “And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal. 5:24). While walking on the road of ‘self-denial,’ many pains, shame, fear, and sufferings followed them.  However, at the moment of God’s divine promise being fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, they were all recreated as God’s sons and daughters who possessed His divine nature. What is their same confession made after going through all the journey in the wilderness?  “ I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal.2:20).  Our Lord is making the same procedure in our lives too. He wants to make the same confession that our forefathers did. That is the greatest blessing of Immanuel given to God’s saints. 

Let us focus on the living word of God. Who is Jesus Christ to us? Most people have a sort of idea about Him.  They usually guess about Him after blending all kind of ideas in the world  We shouldn’t delude ourselves that Jesus simply came to love and help our needs. He surely loves us so much. He demonstrated His great love by dying on the cross.  But that is not the whole point of His ministry during His life on earth.  He went through so much suffering in disappointment and righteous anger because of our strong bondage to sin.  He loves His people who are sinners, yet He never comprises with their sins.  He didn’t always preach and teach His people God’s word in love and gentleness. He harshly rebuked them in anger for their stubbornness and stumbling hearts. “Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men” (Matt.16:23). This is also the same false belief that underlies us in our subconscious mind.  Most people delude themselves into thinking that their wants and wishes are God’s intended will and so they  diligently pray and serve God in order to receive answers.  They strongly believe their humanistic zeal pleases God and so expect His great reward for their passionate service to Him. We shouldn’t forget that most of our thoughts and behaviors come from our lustful desire of good and evil. Many times, our abstaining from our speaking and working is rather helping God’s business.  We have to first learn to carefully listen and understand the way of God’s business. Even after we clearly realize God’s will, it isn’t easy at all for us to follow His guidance wholeheartedly because we can’t let go of our ways (see the examples of Jesus’ disciples). Only through the work of ‘faith’ given to us by the Holy Spirit, can we faithfully follow His divine will.  God’s great work of grace must take place first within us. The powerful work of the Holy Spirit is like a big fire that must work upon us and make us overcome the ‘I’ that is strongly established in me( like the case of Jacob). I can never overcome the ‘I’ by myself.  Therefore; the Holy Spirit must enter my heart and destroy the ‘I’ which I have strongly held as my greatest idol.  Then, God will recreate a new ‘I’ in me, one whom He already intended even before His creation.  “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them-- yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me” (1 Cor. 15:10).  That is why the Apostle Paul always struggled while preaching and teaching the word of God because of the fear that his own old ways may come out and mix with God’s truth. He was afraid that his teaching may satisfy people’s wants.  Without the work of the Holy Spirit, people can never feel satisfaction just by hearing the message of the cross. “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:1-2).  The satisfaction of our emotion in the flesh is not the same as our hearts being filled with the Holy Spirit. When the word of truth really works in us, we begin to spiritually experience suffering and desperation due to our strong bondage to sin. However, by faith, we can also experience the reality that comes to us when the Holy Spirit frees us from our captivity to sin.  That is the only true peace and joy coming from heaven.  For over three years of His ministry, what kind of sermons did Jesus give to His disciples? Most of the time, His sermon pulled down their lustful expectations and wishes. Jesus was troubled in His heat because of their continuous misunderstanding of His word and wrong anticipation of their future.  At the same time, His disciples also were very disappointed and suspicious of their master.  That was a very natural response. When truth works in our hearts, we fall into confusion. The world of God is too different from the world in which we have lived.  The two worlds collide with one another all the time. We begin to see a huge storm rising above us shaking our earthly foundations through the word of God.  In spite of seeing a continuous deal of great troubles cased by our sins, God’s amazing grace always takes hold of us and never gives up His great plan for us.  When the power of the Holy Spirit came upon His people on the day of Pentecost, they began to clearly understand the word their master spoke to them and to desire to witness to the word that only the Spirit gave them. Their life was completely transformed as their souls were taken hold of by truth.  This is the fruit of ‘rest’ that God bears in our life.  There began to appear on earth God’s sons and daughters who have God’s word as one truth and speak with the mind of Christ.  “However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"--  10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10).  Making us see the deep things of God, that is to have the word of God as one truth in Christ, is God’s divine will and purpose. 

Conclusion

There are many kinds of authority and power in the world. People compete very hard to gain them and boast of their achievements.  However, from a spiritual perspective, they are nothing but slaves who are held by the power of Satan. The result of their living by the deception of Satan is that they will fall into the lake of fire eternally.  The bible clearly tells us that those who unite with Christ as their savior, brother, and friend and as a result, enjoy God’s word as one truth are the true winner in God’s eyes.  “For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.  5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 John 5:4-5).  In the midst of our stormy circumstances, can we see the reality of the ‘I’ who is perfectly united with Jesus Christ? That is the truth that we realize by faith. The truth of Christ leads us to enjoy God’s perfect peace and rest above the storm. No matter how complicate our life seems to be in the present, the truth that works in us is never changed. It always works to bring us into realizing one truth, that is Jesus Christ and our union with Him.   God wants to reveal only the great mystery of Christ to me, and as a result, only Christ will be testified to others through my life. Let us grow up together as God’s precious children who gain and enjoy the true authority and power of Christ in all circumstances. 
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