Title: “Do Not Harden Your Hearts”
Text: Heb. 3:7-19 (#9)

So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice,  8 do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the desert,  9 where your fathers tested and tried me and for forty years saw what I did.  10 That is why I was angry with that generation, and I said, 'Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.'  11 So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'"  12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.  13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.  14 We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.  15 As has just been said: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion."  16 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt?  17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert?  18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed?  19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.
Summary from last week (#8)

In order to have a true worship, each saint must try to gain the correct understanding of the gospel message revealed through Christ.  The grace of salvation works in spite of our unprepared hearts that are filled with ignorance and corruption, yet the grace of sanctification works upon our spiritual hunger and thirst for His righteousness. God’s saint must prepare their hearts to listen to His specific message during the worship service. God wants to pour out His great mercy and power upon our broken and contrite hearts. He definitely has a great plan to fulfill through the lives of His children.  “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work(‘agathos’: God’s absolute goodness) in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). What is the good work prepared for His people to carry on? That is the ‘neighborly love’ in which we have to demonstrate the life of God by preaching and teaching the true gospel.  For this purpose, God has given us a new status and authority in Christ. We became a living house of God in which the Holy Spirit always dwells, guides, and fills our hearts with His power.  The church of God shines His light and life through His saints who realize and enjoy the depth of the gospel. As a result, it causes the world of darkness still to exist.  The breath of God’s saints breathing in the life of the gospel causes Christ to take hold of all things in the world until God’s mission is completed through His people.  The world will end when all of His people finally disappear from the earth. 

God’s saints must discover their spiritual hunger and thirst for His righteousness that is planted deep in their hearts. They need to train their hearts to come closer to the living word of God. The best form of worship is to listen to and share the word of truth continuously among God’s saints so that the mystery of Christ is more deeply realized and experienced in each life.  Everyone should be responsible to be a good deliverer of the true gospel for others.

So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice,  8 do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the desert, (v.1 < Psalm 95:8-11)
This verse was quoted from Psalm 95:8-11. The previous verse reveals our spiritual status. “For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you did that day at Massah in the desert” (vv.7-8). God’s saints are described as ‘sheep.’ Sheep have very poor eye-sight. They have no sense of direction, no ability to protect themselves, and easily fall and get deceived. Without the guidance of their shepherd, they selfishly act as they please. They need to be trained to follow their shepherd by listening to his voice well.  Their most important mission is to discern and pay attention to the voice of their shepherd.  When they correctly understand the message of their shepherd, they can obey and follow his word in trust.  However, the problem is that there are many activities of false shepherds around us. They tempt the sheep of God. They imitate the voice of our shepherd in order to steal, kill, and destroy God’s people. Jesus called anyone who “does not enter the sheep pen by gate, but climbs in by some other way” “a thief and a robber” (John 10:1).  “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:9-10). They are the legalistic, mystical, and religious believers who do not know the mystery of the gospel but imitate the form of the gospel inside the church.  They make a  sound similar to that of the gospel, yet eventually they resist the true content of the gospel. They are the ones who lead our brothers to fall into the temptations in which they spiritually kill, commit adultery, and falsely testify. 

Let us look at chapter ten of John more carefully. The reason why Jesus came was to become the ‘gate for sheep’ so that He could invite His sheep in and bring them inside the sheep pen.  ‘The sheep pen’ symbolizes ‘the church.’ The church is the gathering of the sheep who received Jesus’ invitation and realized the truth of the gospel by accepting Jesus as their shepherd. What is Jesus’ intention for them once He brought them inside His sheep pen?  "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--  15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-- and I lay down my life for the sheep” (John 10:14-15). Why did He say that He lays down His life for the sheep? It is because of the sins of His sheep. He died on the cross and destroyed all of the sins of His sheep. And then, He spiritually unites His sheep with His death and calls them to follow in His steps by bearing their own cross. After the sheep of God die together with Jesus inside the sheep pen, they come outside as new creations who are raised by the power of Jesus’ resurrection.  “The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.  5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice” (John 10:3-5). The sheep who entered the sheep pen because of their shepherd’s invitation get united with the death and resurrection of their shepherd and come out of the pen as new creations.  As a result, they won’t listen to any other voice but only to the voice of their shepherd in full obedience and trust. They can discern the other voices that come from strangers.  This is the true life of God’s saints who correctly realized the mystery of the gospel. If we don’t continue to realize truth in the gospel, we will easily fall into temptation by hearing the empty word of the world. “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection” (Rom. 6:3-5). God’s saints must always confirm the truth by correctly realizing how God transformed them through the power of the cross. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]‘A thief and a robber’ sneak into the church not having any invitation from God. They have a wicked purpose for God’s sheep.  They imitate Jesus falsely using His word and keep stimulating our religious minds so that we will pursue worldly success and glory through the gospel.   They change the image of God into an idol. They are the ‘anti-Christ’ and ‘false teacher’ who climbed in the sheep pen by some other way. God’s saint must discern the voice of truth from that of false gospel.  As much as we have lived in this world of darkness, it isn’t easy to discern the voice of truth in the gospel. Our minds are deeply held by the lustful standards and thoughts by which we have made either great successes or failures.  That is why God drew the people of Israel to the wilderness and trained them there for forty years in order to take off their old nature of Egypt.  Finally God waited for all the old generation of six hundred thousand people who came out of Egypt to die in the wilderness while He established the new generation of the same number of people in order to bring them to the Promised Land. (See Num. 1:46, 14:33, 26:51, 56).  This is another perspective that explains to us the way of God’s salvation in addition to the account of the salvation in Exodus.  Our spiritual replacement of the old self by the new image of Christ is God’s salvation.  We will continue to experience this spiritual reality during the life of our sanctification. 

The truth of the gospel and the ideology of Egypt which represents our world always face off against each other. They can never mix with one another. However, as much as we have tried hard to live according to the worldly standard, we will try to understand the gospel from our worldly perspective very naturally.  But we should know that it is the nature of the devil that tries to makes the gospel fit into the world.  The whole book of Numbers clearly reveals this problem.  The forty years of wilderness life symbolizes our Christian living on earth.  God will continually consume our old nature while we live in the wilderness. He has to reform the nature of His people in the image of Christ. Therefore, God’s saints will experience spiritual warfare with God who always fights with their darkness in the midst of their journey in the world. We will continuously recognize the power of the worldly darkness holding our minds, yet that will result us in our depending solely upon the ‘faith’ given to us by God. We will realize more clearly that the power of faith is the only true factor that will allow us to overcome all the temptations of the world. 

Then, what is the sin that God wants to constantly reveal to us through our journey in the wilderness? Specifically, it is the problem of ‘our harden hearts.’ The word, ‘harden’ heart (‘skleruno’ < ‘skelros’: dry, leanness, > ‘skolops’: thorn, crooked, perverted) is a spiritual condition in which the source of life is dried up.  We all were born with the original sin in which we are separated from God who is the source of life.  Therefore, our corrupted mind, will, and emotion naturally resists God’s thoughts and standard. As a result of eating the forbidden fruit that tempted us to be like God, we always stand as His enemy. However, the grace of the cross penetrated our harden hearts and planted the new mind of Christ which unites us with the source of life. “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him” (John 7:37-38). Through the work of Christ, we all became God’s wonderful children who can serve Him as our Father and enjoy drinking the living water provided by Him. Holding onto this wonderful truth, we have to fight with the law of sin in ourselves daily during our life in the wilderness on earth. Our battle is already won through Christ, yet our truth is only realistically experienced when we boldly fight with the worldly temptations by faith with discernment of the reality of darkness.  

What are the scenes that were plainly exposed through the life of the people of Israel in the wilderness over forty years? It shows how the worldly darkness is deeply rooted in us and the power of darkness always makes us doubt, complain, and resist God. Our salvation was completely impossible without God’s unconditional love and irresistible grace.  We couldn’t accept Jesus Christ unless He accepted us first.  Our harden hearts are always easily exposed to various temptations of sin and filled with complaints and dissatisfaction.  Our hearts are always self-centered, full of whims, and deceitfulness. "As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one;  11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."  13 "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their lips."  14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness."  15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood;  16 ruin and misery mark their ways,  17 and the way of peace they do not know."  18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Romans 3:10-18). God’s saints must clearly discern the reality of spiritual battle taking place in their lives. The exposure of our sins is shameful and painful, yet it is the sign of God’s grace by which we continue to grow as mature children and servants of God who want to only hold onto the power of the cross. During our life in the wilderness on earth, God makes us realize the absolute necessity of the cross and causes us to rely solely upon His wisdom and power. 

Conclusion
Without having the correct understanding of the gospel, one can never truly obey the word of God and have true rest in Him. Our hearts can be hardened at any time due to worldly temptations, yet we must continually confirm the truth that the river of life that enables us to overcome any temptation abundantly flows within us.  We need to constantly build a strong fellowship with our faithful brothers in truth.  The power of the gospel will flow through us and bring changes to our loved family and neighbors if we keep doing our mission faithfully.  My ‘being’ that was recreated in the gospel by God is the most important figure in His eyes. Let us protect our faith and make our faith grow to fulfill God’s divine mission.
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