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Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess.  2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house.  3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.  4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.  5 Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would be said in the future.  6 But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.

Summary from last week (#7)
All men live in fear and shame. They try to hide them by decorating their lives in a fancy way, yet they have to play the hypocrite all the time.  Fear and shame entered into human’s mind after the Fall.  “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings (‘girdle, loin covering’)  for themselves.  8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?"  10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." (Genesis 3:6-10). They ate the forbidden fruit in order to become like God. As a result, they began to stand against God with the feeling of shame coming from their nakedness before Him. Inside of their shame was a deep sense of rivalry, comparison, and inferiority. Adam and Eve tried to cover their nakedness by girding their waist with fig leaves (flowerless fruit, symbolizing a tree that does not have the seed of life).  Furthermore, they hid from God’s face in fear of His punishment, sheltering themselves behind the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Since the Fall, every man is born with such great fear and shame before God.  That is the nature of original sin.  Therefore, we can never be in God’s family because our hearts are filled with anger and hatred toward Him. However, according to His covenant, God sent the messiah Jesus Christ and covered our sin with His great mercy and love in order to make us Jesus’ brothers. Our salvation comes from having our brotherly union with God’s perfect son, Jesus Christ.  As a result, we gained the new mind of Christ by which we no longer need to live in fear and shame. Now we can enjoy our deep intimacy with our God the Father in perfect trust and confidence. 

All saints of God who became Jesus’ brother have to serve their brothers in the Lord with mercy and love. Without truly knowing God’s amazing grace which is revealed in the gospel, the people in the church will fall into legalism, mysticism, and humanism by which they will keep judging and criticizing their brothers even to death.  "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'  22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' (empty, vanity) is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:21-24). Being angry with your brothers is the same as standing against his perfect brother Jesus and the One who sent Him as well.  Our brothers became one family in the Lord through the death of Jesus Christ. God redeemed them by the precious blood of His Son.  We must understand that our critical judgment against our brothers is eventually the same as an act of trying to kill God.  Judging our brothers in the law is a huge crime before God. We should understand that we will be judged by the religious judgments we make.   

“Fix Your Thoughts On Jesus”
We became “holy brothers who share in the heavenly calling” through Christ. Our mission is to carefully observe the word of God that was fully revealed through Christ. Many Hebrews were rebuked for worshiping angels and Moses because they considered them to be superior to Jesus.  Their problem simply comes from the lack of their spiritual understanding of the mystery of Jesus. Their worship of angels is like mysticism, and their worship of Moses is like legalism.  Mystical and legalistic faith are more appealing to people in many ways because they are more experiential and visible to people.  Many people followed Jesus demanding more miracles. Also, they continuously asked Jesus, “What must I do?” for God (Matt.19;20, Mark 10;17, Luke 18;18, 10:25, John 6:28). True faith is not to seek for what is visible and to ask what I should do for God first. It is completely the opposite.  Our incorrect pursuit and questioning makes us fall into mysticism, legalism, humanism, and religion.  Once we are united with our perfect brother Jesus by God’s grace, we need to first keep learning to trust, seek, and receive His way and guidance. However, our flesh doesn’t like it.  The law of sin in us tempts us to control Him instead and to use Him as a tool to satisfy our lustful desire and ambition.  We have to fight this spiritual warfare inside of us and intensely train our minds to pay attention to what the Holy Spirit tries to tell us through the word of God.   “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3). As we get to know more of the true will, standards, and goals of the One who loves us, we will act like His spouse very naturally. Intimately Knowing and learning my partner’s mind and heart is our first mission.  Look at the example of Maria and Martha. “She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.  40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"  41 "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried (‘turbazo’< ‘thorubeo’: disturbance < ‘throeo’: fear, to frighten) and upset about many things,  42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better(‘agathos’: perfect goodness: truth), and it will not be taken away from her” (Luke 10:39-42). This passage compares Maria who carefully listens to and observes the word of God with Martha who does not have any interest in His word but is just too busy serving Him. Why is Martha making herself too busy for Him? She has a deep fear for God inside of her mind.  Naturally she has to show her passion by acting busy in order to appease the wrath of God she feels is against her and to get His complement and reward. Our church people work hard to serve God. But the only reason for our hard works for Him is so that we may listen to His word more seriously and genuinely follow His divine will.  Listening to His word and discovering His will are acts of receiving God’s service to us.  When we enjoy His serving that is prepared for us every day, we will never serve Him in fear. The word of God casts out the fear in us and puts trust for Him in us instead.  So, sometimes we become busy working in the church, yet we don’t get into trouble because our hearts are always filled with heavenly trust, peace, and thanksgiving to God. 

Our most important mission is to make our worship and fellowship one that causes us primarily to ‘fix our thoughts upon Jesus’ who is ‘the apostle and high priest.’ Our public worship doesn’t have to be necessarily attractive or exciting to man’s eye. We don’t gather to please man.  The main purpose of our worship is to gain a deeper understanding of the truth about Jesus Christ and to experience His profound mystery. “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith” (Philippians 3:8-9).  Man’s knowledge, emotion, and will are important realms that enable us to know and experience God. However, to God’s saints, there is a spiritual factors recreated by God which makes us surpasses our physical aspects.  That spiritual element is called, ‘faith.’ It reigns over our physical aspects through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our faith in salvation leads us to dwell in the power of God’s righteousness that transcends our lustful knowledge, emotion, and will.  The essence of faith that comes from Christ is not controlled by our physical knowledge, emotion, and will.  Sometime, we feel very uncertain about the capacity of the God-given faith dwelling in us because of our sinful nature attacks us physically and mentally. That is why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit through continuous worship and fellowship in the Lord.  Our faith is strengthened when we carefully hear and correctly understand the living word of God. True faith opens our eyes to realize God’s amazing plan and provision. Worship that leads us to have deep intimacy with God the Father is the best kind of worship. Every part of worship is important, yet through teaching and hearing the living word of God, our thoughts will be fixed more upon Jesus because our true repentance and commitment rise up within us when we realize His deep truth.  “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks” (John 4:23).  Let us try to build up a true worship service that restores and strengthens our faith.  Worship content is more important than its form.  True worship is not one way communication.  Let us first earnestly pray and wholeheartedly invite God’s full presence and His manifestation among us.  Then, a spiritual act of worship will take place as God the Father and we intimately exchange with each other our love and trust.  

Jesus who made us God’s indwelling house
Today’s text continues to compare Moses with Jesus in terms of their works. Moses was a faithful servant who worked for God’s house, yet Jesus was a ‘builder’ of His house and faithful as the Son over His house.  Moses’ mission was ‘testifying to what would be said in the future’ while working for God’s house.  “What would be said in the future” is Jesus Christ.  “The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming-- not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship” (Hebrews 10:1). The law emphasizes our deeds. The law commands us to serve God. However, no matter how good we are as God’s faithful servants for God’s house, the law keeps us in the status of a servant. The ultimate purpose of the gospel isn’t the same. That is why the grace that surpasses the law was gifted to us through Jesus Christ. The grace that was revealed through Christ made us God’s indwelling place through our union with Jesus Christ. Therefore, we are not called to serve God’s house, but to become His living house and enjoy His direct serving to us and His sovereignty.  The Law-Maker came and fulfilled His law through the way of the cross and made us perfect in the law through the power of the Holy Spirit.  As a result, all of the condemnation of the law passed over us. Now we don’t have to live according to our sinful nature but can live according to His Spirit. “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man,  4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:1-4).  Our sins were all consumed ‘already’ on the cross.  Furthermore, the Spirit of resurrection entered into us and built us as God’s house.  Jesus came as the Son who build God’s house. He built God’s chosen people as His dwelling place by making Himself as a chief cornerstone of our houses.    Each saint is God’s house and the gathering of saints becomes God’s holy temple.  “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,  20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22).   When we gather together without seriously knowing this great mystery of the gospel, our gathering will be merely idol worship by a group that tries to satisfy our own pleasure. However, if we gather and worship knowing this amazing truth, God will surely work through us and bring great impact upon our community through our gathering.

Conclusion
Let us deeply meditate on the spiritual reality of the gospel revealed to us in Christ. God’s saints become God’s indwelling place.  Then, our worship must be different from other religions in terms of its content and form. Our worship aims at having a deep intimacy with our living God the Father. It is a spiritual fellowship we enjoy as if we are resting in our house with our father. This is possible and naturally works out when we fix our thoughts upon Jesus more seriously.  God searches for the hearts of His children. He looks at our broken heart that is caused by our hunger and thirst for His righteousness. Our brokenness doesn’t merely come from having troubles in our life. God has already planted deep hunger and thirst for the spiritual truth in us. He also continuously gives us a great desire to be filled with His Spirit in order to taste all of His goodness.  All our troubles, in fact, become a tool to discover that mystery of His blessing for us.  “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51:16-17).  “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,  18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior” (Habakkuk 3:17-18). We became wonderful saints who can worship God the Father in spirit and truth. Let us praise our God who made us into His indwelling place. 
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